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FRESH EYES AND LISTEN WITH NEW 
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Foster Care 

Jodie Foster has always 
handled herself with 
grace, whether deflect- 
ing questions about her 
sexuality or saying “I’m 
an atheist” when asked 
about her religion 
(“Unbreakable”). P’ll 
continue to admire her, 
no matter what. 


Kerri Russ 
Sherwood, Ore. 


I’m glad Jodie Foster 
considers her audience 
incapable of under- 
standing her “sophisti- 
cated” new movie. Does 
she really think we'll 


associate the rape scene 
from The Accused with 
scenes of her character 
pursuing revenge in 
The Brave One? 


Dan Macy 
Redondo Beach, Calif. 


“Jodie Foster’s 
expression 
exudes 
strength, yet 


her crossed 
arms show 
vulnerability.” 


Janine Little 
Winchester, Ill 


World-Weary 

I bought Manu Chao’s 
CD La Radiolina based 
on your recommenda- 
tion (Music). But it’s 
the kind of bland 

world music you'd 
expect to hear at Star- 
bucks. Readers should 
pick up Bonde do Rolé’s 
debut, With Lasers, 

for music that puts the 
beat back in world beat. 


Charlie Stratton 
Springfield, Ill. 


In Praise of Paley 
Thanks for covering the 
death of Grace Paley 
(News & Notes). You 
showed that writers 
need not be as famous 
as John Grisham or 
James Patterson to 
have cultural impact. 


Becky Kraegel 
Woodstock, Ga. 


Style Counsel 
Thank God for Tim 
Gunn (Spotlight). At 46, 
you're not sure where 
to shop, but he had me 
laughing and learning. 
Diane Williams 

Westlake Village, Calif. 


CORRECTIONS 

In “War Machine,” 
we misspelled the last 
name of Bungie Stu- 
dios’ Brian Jarrard. 


On our best-sellers 
chart, No. 4o0n the 
hardcover list should 
have been ‘Scots on the 
Rocks,’ by Mary Daheim 
(Books, #953/954). 


WRITE TOUS! 


We want to know what 
you think. Send e-mails to 
ew_letters@ew.com or 
mail to 1675 Broadway, 
New York, NY 10019. 
Include your name, 
address, and telephone 
number, Letters may be 
edited for clarity or length. 


Customer Service and Subscriptions 
For 24/7 service, please use our website 
(www.ew.com/customerservice), or call 
1-800-828-6882. You can also write 
to ENTERTAINMENT WEEKLY at P.O. 
Box 30608, Tampa, FL 33630-0608 
ENTERTAINMENT WEEKLY some- 
times carries advertisements contain- 
ing perfume or cologne samples. Sub- 
scribers who would prefer copies 
without scent strips should write or call 
(contact information listed above). 
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OBSESSIVE FAN 
OF THE WEEK! 


Sure, the famous Indian-blanket poster of Farrah 
Fawcett graced many a teenage bedroom. But 
only a real Farrah fanatic—like Hugo Rojas of San 
Juan, Puerto Rico—owned her 45 rpm recording 
of “You” with Jean-Paul Vignon. For nearly 30 
years, he’s bowed down to his favorite feathered 
Angel, amassing dolls, books, and shampoo bot- 
tles. “I saved my lunch money to buy magazines 
with her in them.” Now, that's heavenly devotion. 


2. 


Check out Dave Karger’s interview with 
the Into the Wild director (right) and his 


leading man, Emile Hirsch, and find out why " 
the film is already generating Oscar buzz. 
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Why go online? For more first looks (Halo 3), 
more exclusive interviews with stars (George 
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3. 


tingling movie moments 
> of all time? Our readers 
(yeah, you) picked them. 
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Clooney and Viggo Mortensen), and more 
breaking news stories—that’s why! 


Our new daily video 
features five things 
you won't want to 
miss—like Juno (with 
Jennifer Garner, 
7 left) and other 
hot Toronto 
films this year. 


. What are the most spine- 


NO MATTER WHAT YOU WANT TO DO IN LIFE, 


Pre-packaged travel plans 
make it easy to pick up and go. 


For ideas and discounts on travel, 
visit lifetakesvisa.com/travel 


So many colors, 
so little time. 
For better ways to save on 


beauty products, visit 
lifetakesvisa.com/beauty | 
| 


KANYE VS. 50;CEN 


y : 


@ urn on your TV set this fall, and you'll 
see a few new faces: There’s the lovelorn 
A | | mM eS i pie maker who can bring people back to 
life with the touch ofa hand in Pushing 
@ Daisies. Or Aliens in America’s sweet Pakistani 
exchange student, who lands in Wisconsin, faces 
O K i post-9/11 prejudices, and bonds with his new best 
friend. And then there’s Chuck, acute IT whiz 


who—whoops!—accidentally ends up as a govern- 


Violence is in the air as Hollywood ment agent who’s charged with bringing down 


the bad guys. Things couldn’t be more different 


comes out blazing with a season of at the multiplex: In Sweeney Todd, a murderous 


b ruta | an d b | oody movies barber’s victims are baked into pies. Go see 
, Rendition, and you'll be treated to the story of 


BY TIM STACK an Egyptian-born chemical engineer who gets 


ILLUSTRATION BY SEAN McCABE ENTERTAINMENT WEEKLY 11 


—‘Taxi Driver’ 
screenwriter 
Paul Schrader 
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aes 
Jason Bateman 


in The Kingdom; ¥ 
"Javier Bardem (right) > 
in No Country 
for Old Men 


intercepted in a D.C. airport, taken to a secret 
detention facility, and tortured. And then 
there’s Agent 47, the genetically enhanced 
assassin-for-hire and star of Hitman, who’s 
always down for blowing out some brains. 

No question about it, some of the most antici- 
pated projects on movie lovers’ dockets this 
season are less typically Merchant Ivory and 
more Guns & Ammo. Punctuated by bursts of 
graphic violence and practically drenched in 
plasma, these hard-hitting (and sometimes 
hard-to-watch) films are ushering in one of the 
most savage seasons in recent memory, and it’s 
in marked contrast to a TV season that’s fizzing 
with whimsy and quirks. “These are dark, dis- 
turbing times,” says director Neil Jordan, whose 
vigilante drama The Brave One debuted at $13.5 
million last weekend. “Movies have to reflect 
the times we live in. [The Brave One] is about 
violence, pure and simple. It struck me as an 
appropriate theme at the moment.” 

Indeed, The Brave One’s No. 1 opening and the 
strong response to David Cronenberg’s gangster 
drama Eastern Promises (which features two 
ghastly throat slashings) are part of a building 
trend that began earlier this year with The 
Departed’s Oscar win and tiberviolent 300’s huge 
box office take of more than $210 million. This 
September alone, every weekend features a brutal 
film, whether it’s The Brave One, vengeance- 
tinged Westerns like 3:10 to Yuma and The Assas- 
sination of Jesse James by the Coward Robert Ford, 
the gruesome action-horror sequel Resident Evil: 
Extinction, or the searing antiterrorism thriller 


The Kingdom. And the bloodletting will continue 
through the end of the year, with everything from 
such spectacles as Rendition and Hitman to Oscar 
bait like the Coen brothers’ No Country for Old 
Men. Even the usually chipper musical genre will 
notch a higher body count this holiday season: 
Last Christmas, Paramount razzle-dazzled audi- 
ences with Dreamgirls, but the only sparkle in 
DreamWorks’ December musical Sweeney Todd 
will come from star Johnny Depp’s gore-covered 
razor. “There’s a lot of blood,” admits costar 
Helena Bonham Carter. As producer and screen- 
writer John Logan explains, “It’s astory abouta 
man who murders people. It’s important that it’s 
R-rated. This is not ‘Do-Re-Mi. It’s love songs 
where a man is slitting other people’s throats.” 
So what’s behind Hollywood’s current obses- 
sion with death and destruction? The most com- 
mon theory is that it’s an ongoing response to the 
grisly news regularly flowing out of Iraq (barring 
major problems, movies generally take two to 
three years to arrive on screen), not to mention 
an artistic expression of collective post-9/11 
anxiety. “In this era of snuff porn that you can 
find on the Internet courtesy of extremists,” 
explains Eastern Promises director Cronenberg, 
“people are curious and fearful. And I think that 
it would feel wrong to do a throat cutting without 
being aware of those things.” Paul Schrader, 
who wrote the 1976 vigilante classic Taxi Driver, 
agrees. “It has to be tied to Iraq. These are furi- 
ous times. People feel impotent. People are 
resigned to the system not working, and that 
manifests itself in these violent fantasies.” Even 
if this latter-year glut of gore sounds like (literal) 
overkill, Logan says that it’s foolish to overesti- 
mate audiences’ appetites for ferocity. And 
he points to two classics from another era 
defined by an unpopular war: “Go look at The 
Godfather. Go look at The Wild Bunch. Audiences 
have [always] been drawn to the catharsis of 
violence.” Soon we'll see if modern moviegoers 
continue to feel the same craving. @ (Additional 
reporting by Gregory Kirschling) 
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Ley 


IS... 


The Kanye West/50 Cent showdown finally comes to an end. 
For now. We think. BY SIMON VOZICK-LEVINSON 


After weeks of trash talk- 
ing from both corners, 
Kanye West has knocked 
out rival SO Cent on the 
charts. West's Gradua- 
tion sold 957K copies, 
easily beating 50's Curtis 
(691K) as well as Kenny 
Chesney's Just Who | Am: 
Poets & Pirates (387K) 
in the first week after their 
shared Sept. 11 release. 
Each of those debuts 
ranks among the year's 
best, and West reaped 
the highest first-week 
total since 50 Cent's own 
The Massacre, which 
bowed with 1.14 million 
in 20085. “It shows that 
with the right music, you 
can do some serious 
damage,” says Shawn 


“Jay-Z” Carter, CEO of 
West's label, Def Jam. 
Island Def Jam Music 
Group chairman Antonio 
“L.A.” Reid agrees: “| hope 
people notice that even 
in bad market conditions, 
great music sells." Kanye's 
cross-genre appeal only 
helped, adds Roy Trakin, 
a senior editor at trade 
magazine Hits: “If this 
were a political campaign, 
you'd say he's the center.” 
Indeed, West's “Stronger” 
claimed No. 2 on Bill- 
board's Hot 100 chart; 
of 50's four singles, only 
“Ayo Technology” has 
reached its top 20. 

So will 50 actually 
retire from recording, as 
he promised in the event 


First-Week Sales by the numbers 


of a rout? Not likely—he 
retracted that ultimatum 
days after making it. 
(“lam very excited to 
have participated in one 
of the biggest album 
release weeks in the last 
two years,” he said in a 
statement.) Besides, he 
ultimately profited from 
the PR blitz surrounding 
the face-off. “Both num- 
bers [would have been] 
lower if they weren't on 
the same day,” says 
Jay-Z. Billboard charts 
director Geoff Mayfield 
warns that this battle 
isn't quite over: “The big 
story will be if [West and 
50] can be meaningful 
sellers throughout the 
holiday season.” 
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LIST 


By Scott Brown 


Brad Pitt says hug from crazed fan “tells 

me that we're vulnerable” “Ifa crazed fan 
can hug us,” said Pitt, using the royal we, 
“then so can al-Qaeda.” 


Tori Spelling might star on Broadway in 
Chicago The decision may come down 
to whether she can actually sing or dance. 


Lonestar to release next album exclu- 

sively through Cracker Barrel Patrons 
can download tracks after they’ve 
whittled themselves an iPod. 


Shakira taking Intro to 
Western Civilization at 
UCLA It’s research for her 
rump-shaking new single 
“Chomsky Don’t Lie.” 


0.J. allegedly tries to retrieve sports 
memorabilia at gunpoint To be fair, he 
was more demonstrating how he’d do it. 


Tommy Lee retracts resignation from 

Matley Criie He'd also like to retract 
his sternly worded letter to Maybelline, 
whose mascara, it turns out, is not “the 
devil’s own excrement.” 


20 million fans try for tickets to Zeppelin 
reunion Well, they did write, like, the 
best Cadillac commercial ever. 
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Ed Burns: “I have to admit, | love most of 
my films” “Especially the one I like 
to call ‘a love letter to New York.’ Ah, crap, 
which one is that again?” 


L.A. block renamed 
Larry King Square 
It’s a sleepy place 
where residents 
enjoy tossing softballs. 


1 Charlie Sheen says he feels like a 


“leper” next to “handsome” Mario 
Lopez Everybody experimented with 
leprosy in the ’80s! Wasn’t such a big deal. 


For all the latest headlines, pictures, and ridiculous 
Hollywood miscellany, visit popwatch.ew.com 
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CanaTV get bigger and smaller at the same time? 


Introducing the D64 Series. The slimmest, lightest AQUOS® LCD TVs ever. 


Welcome to a new dimension in television. The AQUOS D64 Series has a razor-thin 3.75" profile A U O S 
and 1.5" frame. So now a big, beautiful picture in full HD 1080p takes up less space than ever Q , 


before. Only from Sharp—the leading innovator of LCD TV. Visit sharpusa.com/aquos 
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‘BATTLEST 
GALACTI 


=. 


: RAZOR’ 


Sci Fi’s beloved’space saga enters a time warp—and fills ina few 


blanks—with a two-hour special episode. 


ele 


1. Dennis Quaid 
‘Wyatt Earp’ (1994) 
Years before Christian 
Bale became the go-to 
Thin Man (see: The 
Machinist, Rescue 
asf: “: Dawn), Quaid 
, stripped down to 
138 pounds to play 
consumptive Old 
West gunman Doc 
Holliday. Last year, he 
confessed to suffering 
from “manorexia” and 
over-exercising 


; ms in the mid-'90s, 


BY ADAM B. VARY 


2. Matt Damon 
‘Courage Under 
Fire’ (1996) To play 

a heroin-addicted soldier 
in the Gulf War drama, 
the diminutive actor 
shed 40 pounds; by 
Fire's latter half, he's 

a physical (and mental) 
shell of his former self. 
He has admitted “it 
was too much...| was a 
wreck." Damon slimmed 
down again, aided by 

a nutritionist, for 1999's 
The Talented Mr. Ripley. 


ACTOREXIA: A BRIEF HISTORY 


Arundown of actors who, like Emile Hirsch in ‘Into the Wild’ (see review, page 86), 
got little for the big screen. There’s a Method to this madness. —Leah Greenblatt 


3. Donnie Wahlberg 
‘The Sixth Sense’ 
(1999) Wahlberg 
peeled off 40 pounds to 
play Bruce Willis’ tor- 
tured ex-patient/killer— 
which was all the more 
remarkable because 
the erstwhile New Kid 
became virtually un- 
recognizable. The brief 
but pivotal scene helped 
him reinvigorate his 
then-flagging career— 
and he retained it at a 


more sustainable weight. 


The fourth and (sniff) 
final season of Sci Fi’s 
‘Battlestar Galactica’ 
doesn’t launch until 
2008, but for an appe- 
tizer, the writers have 
cooked up “Razor,” 
atwo-hour flashback 
episode airing Nov. 24 
(am extended-cut DVD 
version hits stores on 
Dec. 4). The story, set 
before and during 
season 2, is ostensibly 
about the first mission 
of the (now lost) 
Pegasus under the 
command of Lee 
Adama (Jamie Bam- 
ber). It’s told through 
the eyes of new char- 
acter Kendra Shaw 
(Stephanie Jacob- 
sen)—pictured (top 
left) fighting beside 
Starbuck (Katee Sack- 
hoff) and meeting a 
still-undercover Cylon 
agent, Gina (Tricia 
Helfer, bottom left). 
The device, says exec 
producer Ronald D. 
Moore, lets fans wit- 
ness “a lot of things 
we've talked about but 
never actually seen.” 
We can't frakkin’ wait. 


4, Tom Hanks 

‘Cast Away’ (2000) 
He shed 30 pounds 
(and gained one Oscar) 
to play an AIDS patient 
in Philadelphia; seven 
years later, Cast Away 
director Robert Zemeckis 
halted production on 
this marooned-man 
adventure for a year so 
his 225-lb. lead could 
whittle his frame to 

170 for verisimilitude. 
Hanks’ secret? French 
fry deprivation. 
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Is 14.4 million miles of road testing excessive? 
That depends on what kind of car you're building. 


INTRODUCING THE ALL-NEW 2008 C-CLASS. 


Why did we drive it the equivalent of 600 times around 
the world? Why did we force it 
to endure the snowstorms of 
Scandinavia, the dust storms 
of Namibia and every torturous 


climate in between? And why 


did we subject the new C-Class 
to so many miles on the earth’s most unforgiving and 
punishing roads? The answer is simple: because we 
promised you a Mercedes-Benz. 

After seven years of unremitting testing, we bring you 
the 2008 C-Class. From its very core, with over 70% of the 
body built with high-strength steel, it is a tribute to our 


legendary reputation for safety. The braking system, complete 
with perforated front rotors,* is capable of stopping the car 
from a speed of 80 mph in just four seconds** The door 
hinges can hold the weight of a 200-lb man. The windshield 
wipers were designed to wash away heavy rain at autobahn 
speeds. And the suspension was tested for stability at 130 
mph, ensuring the utmost in confidence and control. 
Inside, the passenger cabin is as scientific as it is 
beautiful. Seats were not merely built for comfort, but were 
ergonomically contoured and cushioned to make even the 
longest journeys relaxing for the body. And the dashboard 
is the very first in a Mercedes-Benz to meet standards in 


helping drivers keep their attention on the road. 
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THE C-CLASS. Nothing is too excessive when you're building a car like this. Starting at $31,975.*** 


Unlike any other. 


@ 


Mercedes-Benz 


p. charge. Excludes all options, taxes, title, regis. and dealer prep. 


MBUSA.com 


vailable in C-Class Sport Sedans. **Skid pad test results. Actual braking distances vary depending on surface, tire conditions and brake 
For more information, call 1-800-FOR-MERCEDES, or visit MBUSA.com. 
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Fantastic four: Mike 

Kroeger, Ryan Peake; — 
Chad Kroeger, if: 
atid Daniel Adair a 


Hard Rock Cachet» ” 


Two years after its release, Nickelback’s critic-proof fifth album is still 
selling like crazy. Have you cried uncle yet? BY WHITNEY PASTOREK 


na good day, they’re the punchline to 
O: about musical mediocrity; ona 
bad day, they’re considered the sound- 
track of Satan incarnate. But at some point in 
the next few weeks, Nickelback, a four-piece 
rock band from a small town in Alberta, 
Canada, will sell the 6 millionth copy of their 
fifth album, All the Right Reasons. It was 
released on Oct. 4, 2005, to middling reviews, 
but that hardly mattered: Reasons has yielded 
five top 20 singles and has yet to fall below 
No. 29 on the Billboard 200 album chart. In 
the last two years, only Carrie Underwood 
has sold as many records (see sidebar below), 
but no other act has left more music snobs 
shaking their heads in confusion. 
“When people ask me, ‘How did 
this happen?’ my answer is, ‘Why 
doesn’t it happen more?’” says 
Jonas Nachsin, president of 
Roadrunner Records (the band’s 


home since 1999), who credits both the label’s 
patience and Nickelback’s fan base—“just a heck 
of alot of American music lovers, basically”— 
with keeping the album afloat. Adds Ben 
Jeffery, music director of Calgary rock station 
CJAY 92: “You would think they’d be ona 
downward slide by now, but they’ve been 
consistently performing. They keep pumping 
them out. It’s one of those pieces of magic in 
the music industry. If you could reproduce it 
easily, everybody would.” Sadly, aspiring 
chart-toppers must look elsewhere for tips. 
Possibly driven by fear of snarky critics (and 
despite the fact that we gave Reasons a B), the 
band continuously declines to be interviewed 
by EW, and there’s no word yet on a follow-up. 
But anyone who’s watched one overhyped 
artist after another disappoint lately may 
want to consider this: What if Nickelback’s 
decision to let the music speak for itself is, 
ironically, their biggest selling point of all? 


It's been two weeks since 
the title of the fourth 
Indiana Jones movie was 
announced, and we're still 
scratching our heads. 

So EW sent a crack team 
of pollsters—okay, two of 
our interns—to Central 
Park to ask 100 people if 
they would see a movie 
called, simply, The King- 
dom of the Crystal Skull. 
To no one's surprise, 78 
said they wouldn't. Yet 
once we tacked on that 
whole Indiana Jones 
and... business, three- 
quarters said they'd be 
there, proving that—as 
with Star Wars and Harry 
Potter—every entry in 
this franchise can call 
itself whatever the hell it 
wants. “Just having 
those first few words 
draws people in,” says 
Steven Awalt, who runs 
SpielbergFilms.com. 

“It could be Indiana 
Jones and Your Mother's 
Bad Cooking, and 

people will still come.” 
(Reported by LaRue Cook 
and Kate Ward) 


to 6 million of them—with her debut album, and she’s sitting pretty at No. 48 after 96 weeks. The /dol winner's second effort, 
Carnival Ride, is due Oct. 23; first single “So Small” is already a top 20 hit on the country charts.... Fergie's The Dutchess recently 
hit a chart peak of No. 2 a full year after its debut. It’s yielded four top 10 singles (three of which reached No. 1), and an upcoming 


fifth track (“Clumsy”) should keep it from stumbling anytime soon.... Country/pop act Rascal Flatts notched 2006's 
biggest opening when Me and My Gang sold 722,000 units in its first week. Over 4 million copies later, it’s still 
ensconced at No. 50. Surely, that bodes well for their latest, Still Feels Good, arriving Sept. 25.... And finally, who 
% is Flyleaf, and why is their album still at No. 64 after 78 weeks? Credit fans of this hard-touring, under-the- 
 stadar Christian rock group, who continue to purchase their self-titled debut album. A repackaged CD/DVD 
featuring interviews with the band and acoustic versions of five songs is due Oct. 30. —David Greenwald 
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OTH ER SON ic STALWARTS Carrie Underwood had no trouble winning over Some Hearts—close 
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Suspension that can adjust to changing road conditions in a fraction 
of a second, yet still remain solid at 130 mph. How Mercedes. 


INTRODUCING THE ALL-NEW 2008 C-CLASS. 


Why did we spend seven years creating an alto- 
J 
= 


gether groundbreaking suspension 


technology for the new C-Class? 


The answer is simple: we promised 


you a Mercedes-Benz. 


di 
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there is something completely distinctive about this 


From the first turn, you'll know 


car’s ability to read the road. Its handling is crisp and 
confident on the most harrowing of corners, firmly 
planted at highway speeds, yet surprisingly luxurious 
on rough surfaces. 

The reason? The suspension automatically responds 


to the amount of undulation at each wheel and uses 


this information to adjust stiffness. It is a process that 
occurs at lightning speed, without interruption, and 
delivers a driving experience that is simply visceral. 

The cars’ dexterous handling is complemented by a 
pair of V-6 engines, which deliver rocket-like torque, 
even at low rpm, through the category’s only 7-speed 
automatic transmission. Power is smooth, efficient 
and responsive. And purists will be glad to know that 
a short-throw, 6-speed manual is also available* 

Put a C-Class to the test for yourself and you'll see 
what we mean. As for the 130 mph part, unless you 
live near the autobahn or a racetrack, you’ll have to 


take our word for it. 


THE C-CLASS. The marvels of Mercedes-Benz engineering at every turn. Starting at $31,975.** 


Unlike any other. 


) 


Mercedes-Benz 
MBUSA.com 


2008 C 300 Sport Sedan shown with Premium 2 Package and optional equipment. *C 300 Sport only. **MSRP for a 2008 C300 includes transp. charge. Excludes all options, taxes, title, regis. and dealer prep. 
5 quip f ge Pp 
For more information, call 1-800-FOR-MERCEDES, or visit MBUSA.com. 


NEWS+NOTES 


‘Saturday Night’ Wild Cards 


Athletes, politicians, spoiled socialites...they’re not known for their comic timing, 
and whenever they host ‘SNL,’ we get nervous. How will NBA star LeBron James stack 
up against the nonperformers who’ve come before him when 


he steers the Sept. 29 season premiere? Take a look. 
( y BY ARCHANA RAM , 
oe ~- la » % 
we THE BEST 


PEYTON MANNING 
March 24, 2007 

The Indianapolis Colts 
QB was delightful as 
an irritated party guest 
in the inaugural “Pe- 
nelope” sketch. But it 
was a faux United Way 
ad in which he teaches 
little ones about 
teamwork by cursing at 
them (and even 
banishes one to a Porta 
Potti) that raised 

him to MVP status. 


Raspberry pink 
‘The Book of Splendor’ 
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Walking sticks 


AL GORE 
Dec. 14, 2002 
Beltway types often 
bomb on SNL 

(John McCain 
singing Streisand 
karaoke? Ooof!). 
But from his spot- 
on Trent Lott 
impression to a 
self-effacing skit 

in which the presi- 
dential also-ran 
refused to leave the 
Oval Office, Gore 
proved that he knew 


how to make a joke—and 


how to take one, too. 


MICHAEL JORDAN 
Sept. 28, 1991 

A good sport who 
mingled with the 
Superfans and sold 
feminine products with 
asmile. At the peak of 
his career, Jordan wisely 
left his ego at the stage 
door, even when Stuart 
Smalley got him to 
accept that he didn’t 
always have to “dribble 
the ball fast” or “throw 
[it] into the basket.” 


FIVE MINUTES AGO 


Fedoras 
Hot pink 


‘The Secret’ 


THE WORST Ne 


PARIS HILTON 
Feb. 5, 2005 


It could have been sur- 


prisingly funny or a total 


disaster. Shocker: It was 


the latter, Paris couldn't 
even channel Barbie ina 
sketch that one assumed 


would exploit her 


robotic-bimbo persona to 
hilarious effect. To quote 


Hilton herself, she 

was screwed. The cast 
didn’t care for her, 
either. Tina Fey later 
told Howard Stern that 
Hilton was “awful” and 


“proud of how dumb she is.” 


NANCY KERRIGAN 
March 12, 1994 
Everything a host 
shouldn't be: awkward, 
stiff, and (worst of all) 
unable to be the good- 
natured butt of a joke. 
Most painful: a recur- 
ring sketch where 
Kerrigan voiced her 
frustration with Disney 
World visitors. It wasn't 
funny when she did it 
in real life, and it wasn't 
funny here, either. 


ties Eh 
LANCE 
ARMSTRONG 

Oct. 29, 2005 
Lampooning himself as 
a celeb triathlete who 
couldn't run or swim 
was a cute idea. Too 
bad Armstrong lacked 
the enthusiasm for this 
ride. We weren't 
expecting Emmy-level 
work for suffering 
opposite Horatio 

Sanz in drag, but c’mon, 
Lance! Actstrong! 


Monocles 


Bubble-gum pink 
‘The Alchemist’ 


DEAL 
REPORT 


+ “I was really jonesing to 
get back,” says Weeds star 

, who'll 
tread the boards next Feb- 
ruary in the Off Broadway 
show Dead Man’s Cell 


PARKER 


Phone, her first play since 
2004’s Reckless. She'll play 
Jean, amuseum worker 
who co-opts...a dead man’s 
cell phone and “tries to 
appease his family and 
friends,” says Parker. 
“She has completely good 
intentions [and] follows 
avery stringent moral 
code.” In other words, 
she’s the anti-Nancy 
Botwin. 


+ Emmy winner 
(Extras) is set to 
helm and star in This Side 


of the Truth, acomedy set 
in a world where no one 
has ever lied. Naturally, his 
character tells the first lie. 


+ HBO just ordered six 
episodes of the dark come- 
dy East Bound and Down, 
about a washed-up base- 
ball star-turned-gym 
teacher, Kenny Powers 

( ). “He’sa 
fantastic antihero,” says 
exec producer Chris 
Henchy. “You still want to 
root for him, despite what 
comes out of his mouth.” 
—Tanner Stransky 
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©2007 Mercedes-Benz USA, LLC 


Designed to keep eyes on the road, hands on the wheel 
and boredom in the rearview mirror. 


INTRODUCING THE ALL-NEW 2008 C-CLASS. 


Why did we devote so much research to the placement 
of every switch and 
every dial? Why did 
we study the driver’s 
seat position and 


sightlines so exhaus- 


tively, and create a 
control panel that is as intuitive as it is beautiful? 
We promised you a Mercedes-Benz. That’s why. 

Like the most advanced racing machines, this vehicle 
was perfected at autobahn speeds where every fraction of 
a second counts. From the driver's seat, controls can be 


accessed with little more than a glance and a turn of 


the wrist. The car’s COMAND system places 30 gigabytes 
of technology right at your fingertips, and allows you to 
scroll through over 130 channels including 69 channels of 
100% commercial-free music, plus sports, news, talk and 
entertainment, on your SIRIUS®” Satellite Radio.** You can 
also access Bluetooth® and adjust a myriad of comfort 
settings, including the car’s cabin temperature and lighting, 
from the central controller. 

All of which makes driving not only safer, but more fun 
as well. Especially with a 450-watt Dolby Digital surround- 
sound system** to accompany you as you take to your 
favorite road. And with 268 horsepower at your disposal, 


tedium and monotony quickly fall away behind you. 


THE C-CLASS. A study in aesthetics, ergonomics and flat-out driving fun. Starting at $31,975.*** 


Unlike any other. 


®) 


Mercedes-Benz 


features. Please see your dealer for more details. * 


MBUSA.com 


2007 SIRIUS Satellite Radio Inc. **Optional feature. ***MSRP for a 2008 C300 includes transp. charge. Excludes all options, 


For more information, call 1-800-FOR-MERCEDES, or visit MBUSA.com. 


NEWS+NOTES 


EXPECTING 


Actor 

(Zo- 
diac), 39, and 
wife Sunrise 
Coigney, 34, 
are expecting a baby girl. 
She’ll join son Keen, 6, 
and daughter Bella, 2. 


ADOPTED 


Actress 

(Weeds), 43, has 
adopted a baby girl 
from Africa. She also 
has ason, Will, 3, with 
her ex-boyfriend, actor 


allow filming at the site, 
where officer Claus 
Schenk Graf von Stauf- 
fenberg 
(played by 

) 
and his co- 
conspirators 
were executed for at- 
tempting to assasinate 
Adolf Hitler in 1944. 


REUNITED 


The tols will play 
aone-night stint at Lon- 
don’s Brixton Academy 

Nov. 8—the punk band’s 
first public perfor- 


, 39. mance since 2003. 
HIRED POSTPONED 
Comedian The December U.K. re- 
lease of the - 
(The Daily directed film Gone Baby 
Show), 44, Gone has been pushed 
will host the back due to echoes with 


80th Annual Academy 
Awards Feb. 25, 2008. 
He also emceed in 2006. 


FILMING 


After banning 

’s’08 WWII dra- 
ma Valkyrie from Ber- 
lin’s Bendlerblock war 
memorial, the German 
government decided to 


the case of missing Brit- 
ish girl Madeleine Mc- 
Cann, who disappeared 
ona family holiday in 
Portugal in May. No 
new date has been set. 


CANCELED 


On Sept. 17, singer 
, 64, pulled out of 
a Sept. 18 spot on ABC’s 


BRETT SOMERS 1924-2007 


A regular panelist on Match Game, Somers, 83, died Sept. 15 
in Westport, Conn., of stomach and colon cancer. On the 
freewheeling ’70s quiz show, Somers—pictured with Match 
mates Gene Rayburn and Charles Nelson Reilly—was known 
for her witty quips, enormous eyewear, and kooky wigs; off 
screen, she was married to her costar from TV's The Odd 
Couple, Jack Klugman. Says pal Marcia Wallace (The Bob 
Newhart Show): “She lived her life to the edges on her own 
terms. Not many people can say that.” —Tanner Stransky 


The View after learning 
he’d be interviewed by 
conservative cohost 


, 30. 


“T’ve always been a big 
supporter of the show, 
but I cannot compro- 
mise my beliefs,” Mani- 
low said on his website. 
Retorted View coexec 
producer Bill Geddie: 
“He is not going to call 
the shots. You're not 


¥(-, The Week in Britney 


Another week, another rash of bad news for the beleaguered 
pop tart: On Sept. 17, Spears, 25, parted ways with man- 
agement company the Firm and lawyer Laura Wasser. 
The same day, an ex-bodyguard appeared at a custody 
hearing for her sons Sean Preston, 2, and Jayden James, 
1, in L.A.—neither Spears nor ex Kevin Federline were 
present—ready to testify against her. Then, citing her 


“habitual, frequent, and continuous use of controlled 
substances and alcohol,” the court ordered her to take 
twice-weekly drug tests. She must also meet with a 
parenting counselor eight hours each week. Spears’ 
label, Jive, had no comment, though her album remains 
on schedule for a Nov. 13 release. —Leah Greenblatt 


going to tell 
me how to 
produce the 
show.”... The 


have canceled their fall 
US. and U.K. concerts. 
Drummer : 
32, “is suffering from 
acute anxiety,” said a 
rep for the rockers. 


COURTS 


After seven days of 
deliberation, on Sept. 18 
jurors in the L.A. mur- 
der trial of rock pro- 
ducer , 67, 
declared they were un- 
able to reach a verdict. 
Spector faces 15 years to 
life in prison if convicted 
of shooting actress 

at his L.A.-area 
home in February 2003. 
At press time, the judge 
was debating sending 
the jury back to consider 
a lesser charge of man- 
slaughter... 
(né Maurice Young), 32, 


was arrested after a 
Sept. 11 fight at a Miami 
strip club and charged 
with disorderly intoxi- 
cation and resisting 
arrest, say police....On 
Sept. 12 in NYC, produc- 
er fileda 
$2 million suit against 

and F 
both 32, and their rec- 
ord labels, Rotten Apple 
and Atlantic. Evans says 
he’s owed royalties for 
the rappers’ 2003 hit 
single “Magic Stick.” 
Reps for the defendants 
didn’t return calls....On 
Sept. 1, Top Chef season 
2 contestant 

, 32, Was 

verbally and physically 
assaulted by about 12 
people shouting antigay 
slurs outside a Sea Cliff, 
NY., bar. Police have 
arrested Matthew W. 
Walli, 20, of Oregon; an 
investigation is ongoing. 
Walli could not be 
reached for comment... 


ANY FAVE 


On Sept. 18 in L.A., 
Wesley Snipes, 45, was 
ordered to 
give $1.7 
million to 
United Tal- 
ent Agency 
after failing to pay com- 
missions for roles UTA 
helped him land in films 
like Blade ITT and The 
Shooter. The actor will 
be tried next month in 
Ocala, Fla., on tax-fraud 
charges, which carry a 
possible sentence of 16 
years in jail. (He has 
pleaded not guilty.)...On 
Sept. 17 in L.A., actress 
Vanessa Hudgens (High 
School Musical), 18, was 
sued for breach of con- 
tract by ex-attorney 
Brian L. Schall, who 
says he’s owed $150,000 
in fees for helping the 
star earn some $5 mil- 
lion since 2005. Reps 
for Hudgens did not im- 
mediately return calls. 


DEATHS 


Fantasy author Robert 
Jordan (né James Oliver 
Rigney Jr.), 58, whose 
11-book Wheel of Time 
series sold acombined 
14 million-plus copies, 
of the blood disease 
amyloidosis, Sept. 16, in 
Charleston, S.C... 
Singer Bobby Byrd, 73, a 
James Brown collabora- 
tor and Famous Flames 
cofounder, of cancer, 
Sept. 12, in Loganville, 
Ga.... Cuban trombonist 
Generoso Jiménez, 90, 
who worked with artists 
like Gloria Estefan, of 
renal failure, Sept. 15, in 
Miami.... Spanish set 
decorator and F/X wiz- 
ard Emilio Ruiz del Rio 
(Pan’s Labyrinth), 84, of 
respiratory failure, 
Sept. 14, in Madrid. 
—Adam Markovitz, with 
additional reporting by 
Stewart Allen 


Canadian Dealmakin’ 


An early pyrotechnic display of high-wattage Oscar hopefuls set the tone 
for the 2007 Toronto International Film Festival, more studio-film showcase 
than indie marketplace. Movies like Focus Features’ audience-award winner 
Eastern Promises and the runner-up, Fox Searchlight’s Juno (with Jennifer 
Garner and Ellen Page, above), dominated the buzz, while hotly anticipated 
indies like Alan Ball’s Nothing Is Private—eventually acquired by Warner 
Independent—drew mixed response. Not even audience-prize contender Body 
of War could capitalize on its emotional firepower; despite playing to packed, 
misty-eyed houses—"Grown men were in tears,” says codirector Ellen 
Spiro—the Iraq war doc didn’t land a distribution deal. —Christine Spines 
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THURSDAY 


For more about these shows go to cbs.cor 


EW AND BRAVO CELEBRATE 
TIM GUNN’S GUIDE TO STYLE 


On September 5, as fashion industry elite gathered in New York 
City for Fashion Week, Entertainment Weekly and Bravo hosted 
the must-attend event of the evening to celebrate Tim Gunn’s latest 
foray into the fashion world—the one-hour, eight-episode series 
Tim Gunn’s Guide to Style. Held at The Yard at the Soho Grand 
Hotel, the star-studded celebration, sponsored by Garnier, included 
a special acoustic performance by singer/songwriter Natasha 
Bedingfield, who sang her Grammy-nominated hit, “Unwritten,” 
and a track from her upcoming album, N.B. Jessica Simpson, 
Petra Nemcova, Nick Cannon, Selita Ebanks, Jennifer Esposito, 
Jane Krakowski, Heather Matarazzo, Kat DeLuna, Beth Ostrovsky, 
and former Project Runway and Top Chef contestants toasted 
everyone's favorite fashion-forward television host and Project 
Runway mentor the night before his show premiered on Bravo. 


3. Jessico Simpson. 4. Natasha Bedingfield performing. 
5. Entertainment Weekly President and Publisher Dave 
Morris, Veronica Webb, Tim Gunn, and President of Bravo 
Network Lauren Zolaznick, 6. Nick Cannon and Selita 
Ebanks. 7. Jennifer Esposito. 8. Nigel Barker, 9. Nick 
Rhodes of Duran Duran. 10, Jane Krakowski. 11. Season 3 
Project Runway winner Jeffrey Sebelia. 


JR: MICHAEL MOORE; MAKEUP: MARK SANCHEZ: SHIRT, VEST: AND PANTS: KUGO BOSS 


ss you, dear.” Those sincerely 
ed words wouldn’t be out of 
tachurch luncheon; they’rea 
@more surprising coming from 
Mouth of a Hollywood big shot. 
itthis is Jimmy Smits, the man 


pstanding lawyers (L.A. Law), 


s (NYPD Blue), and politicians 
West Wing) we yearn for in 
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SPOTLIGHT 


Smits’ mogul 
is sweet on his 
Cane costar 
Paola Turbay 


everyday life. And at first glance his newest 
character, devoted husband and father Alex 
Vega on CBS’ Cane, seems cut from the same 
high-moral-fiber cloth—until minutes from the 
end of the first episode when he orders a hit ona 
man threatening his family. Whoa, Jimmy. Is the 
man who played Star Wars’ Jedi-saving Bail 
Organa finally flirting with the dark side? 
Maybe just a little. “Everything Alex does, 
he does out of love for his family. There’s a 
strong moral compass there,” says the Emmy- 
winning actor, during a break from shooting 
Cane’s fifth episode. “But there are a 
lot of chinks in his armor. That was 
something I thought had the potential 


“Nurturing 


building a one-hour drama around a wealthy, 
educated—not to mention impossibly gor- 
geous—Latino family marks a milestone of 
sorts. “There are numerous examples where 
we're singin’ and dancin’ or bein’ funny,” says 
Smits, who is half Puerto Rican, half Suri- 
namese. “The drama department—that’s been a 
tough nut to crack.” Still, Cane is not intended 
for a niche market. “Through the show’s cultur- 
al specificity, you get something interesting and 
unique, but it shouldn’t be about wearing that 
totally on your sleeve. We want as wide a demo- 
graphic as possible.” 

Of course, attracting that kind of audience re- 
quires hard work—even for Smits, who seems to 
have a Midas touch for television. (His final- 
season arc on West Wing helped restore the 
show’s critical glory before it went off the air.) 
So far, shooting has been smooth, but he con- 
fesses that it’s been “rough” adjusting to his dual 
roles as star and exec producer. “I’m on set 
everyday. If I’m not acting, I’m going to a music 
meeting, or looking at a cut of a particular 
[episode], or reading the next script. I haven’t 
read the newspaper in a month anda half,” admits 
the actor, who can also be seen in this month’s 
The Jane Austen Book Club. “But I don’t want to 
just have another title, be another quote- 
unquote hyphenate. I want to really contribute.” 

That sits perfectly fine with Hector Elizondo, 
who plays Alex Vega’s adoptive dad 
and father-in-law. (You read that right. 
The semi-incestuous coupling is 


to sizzle up a bit.” a project Cidre’s homage to Wuthering Heights.) 
And hopefully pack enough heat to from the “He’s a hands-on guy—that’s what I 
turn Cane into another Smits hit. The like. Jimmy Smits is one of the preem- 
self-described “Brooklyn boy” has a round inent gentlemen in our business,” 
cee Moos. ay ee ae 
family in the sugar and rum business. someth I ng the set. Of course, [it’s a good thing] 
(Think Dynasty meets King Lear | *ve been he’s playing my adoptive son, because 


meets The Sopranos, by way of Florida.) 
For one thing, it’s been about, oh, 21 
years since he’s been on the launching 
team of a new series. (Yes, L.A. Law 
really was that long ago.) And instead of teaming 
up with the heavyweight producers—Steven 
Bochco, David E. Kelley, and John Wells—with 
whom he’s collaborated in the past, Smits is taking 
on that role for the first time. “Nurturing a proj- 
ect from the ground floor is something I’ve been 
wanting to do,” he explains. “This one came 
along and it seemed like a good fit.” 

It helped that Cane was created by Cynthia 
Cidre, ascreenwriter Smits had met on an ob- 
scure 199] feature they did together called Fires 
Within. “Cynthia is somebody I respect, whose 
voice is authentic,” says the 52-year-old actor. 
“We think alike with regard to the way Latinos 
are perceived in this country.” The very fact of 
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wanting 
to do.” 


we don’t look anything alike. He’s 
taller than Abraham Lincoln!” (For the 
record, Smits is 6 foot 3, one inch 
shorter than the 16th president.) 

So what are Smits’ chances of finding himself 
at the center of a fourth hit series? The monster 
success of Ugly Betty has the Cane clan feeling 
hopeful that America will embrace another 
show about a Latino family. But until the pre- 
miere, they’re just trying to be patient. “It’s 
weird right now—we're kind of working ina 
vacuum because we're not getting any [ratings] 
feedback,” notes Smits. “The network seems to 
be happy. We'll see. You gotta just throw it out 
there.” Is it nerve-racking? “You know,” Smits 
says, speaking with the calm of a three-decade 
Hollywood vet, “there are some things you have 
to give up to the higher power. All I can say is, 
I’m happy to be up at bat again.” & 


MAN AT 
WORK 


Smits reviews his 
TV jobs well done. 


“| used to wear 
sneakers with those 
nice suits because 
| wanted Victor 
Sifuentes to have 
a bounce in the 
courtroom,” says 
Smits of his L.A. Law 
attorney. “That's 
the feeling | re- 
member—efferves- 
cence and energy.” 


Joining NYPD Blue 
in season 2 as 
detective Bobby 
Simone was like 
“jumping on a fast- 
moving train.” His 
best memories? 
“Partnership. | knew 
that Dennis [Franz 
and |] had each 
other’s back. It was 
a great dynamic.” 


Appearing on The 
West Wing as 
presidential candi- 
date Santos “made 
me a better actor. 
| had to tap intoa 
different kind of 
energy. That [live] 
debate episode | got 
to do with Alan Alda? 
Oh, my God—it was 
like Playhouse 90!” 
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Living with Bipolar Disorder 
Takes Understanding: 


where you’ve been 


You've spent years trying to manage the extreme ups and downs with 
mood swings and relapses. 


where you want to be 


You want your manic symptoms controlled and to feel more like yourself. 


how to get there 
Maybe ABILIFY can help. ABILIFY helps control the symptoms of bipolar 
mania and reduce the risk of manic relapse. 


the ABILIFY experience 
Hundreds of thousands of patients have been prescribed ABILIFY. 


ABILIFY is used to treat manic or mixed episodes in adults with 
Bipolar I Disorder and maintain efficacy in patients whose symptoms 
have been controlled on ABILIFY for six weeks. 


ABILIFY was shown to have a low risk of significant weight gain in 3-week 
clinical trials.* 


Ask your healthcare professional 
if once-a-day ABILIFY is right for you. 


Individual results may vary. 
*Significant weight gain: ABILIFY 3%, sugar pill 2%. 


What important information about ABILIFY do | need to know? 

Elderly patients diagnosed with psychosis as a result of dementia (for example, an inability to perform 
daily activities as a result of increased memory loss), and who are treated with atypical antipsychotic 
medicines including ABILIFY, are at an increased risk of death when compared to patients who are 
treated with a placebo (sugar pill). ABILIFY is not approved for the treatment of patients with dementia- 
related psychosis. 


Serious side effects can occur with any antipsychotic medicine, including ABILIFY. Tell your doctor or healthcare 


professional right away if you have or develop any conditions or side effects, such as: 9 

e Very high fever, rigid muscles, shaking, confusion, sweating, or increased heart rate and blood pressure may be signs ABILIFY 
of neuroleptic malignant syndrome (NMS), which is rare but potentially fatal ee 

¢ Abnormal or uncontrollable facial movements may be signs of tardive dyskinesia (TD), which may be permanent (ar Ipipr azole) 

e If you are elderly, an increased risk of stroke or ministroke has been reported in clinical trials for elderly patients TABLETS and ORAL SOLUTION 1mg/mL 


with dementia 


e If you have diabetes, risk factors for, or symptoms of diabetes, increases in blood sugar levels have been reported For The Road Ahead 
with medicines like ABILIFY. In some cases these were serious and resulted in coma or death 
¢ If you have lightheadedness upon standing, seizures, trouble swallowing, or suicidal thoughts 


It's important to tell your healthcare professional about all the medicines you're taking, since there are some risks ws w.abilify.com/bipolardisorder 


for drug interactions with ABILIFY. 


You should avoid alcohol while taking ABILIFY. If you or someone you know needs help 

paying for medicine, call 1-888-4PPA-NOW 
ABILIFY can affect your judgment or motor skills. Until you know how it affects you, you should not operate machinery (1-888-477-2669). Or go to wwew.pparx.org 
or drive. Ip 


What are the most common side effects of ABILIFY? 
Common side effects include: headache, anxiety, insomnia, nausea, vomiting, constipation, dizziness, upset stomach, 
and an inner sense of restlessness or need to move (akathisia). 


Please read additional IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT ABILIFY, including Boxed WARNING, on the following page. 


>> Bristol-Myers Squibb £5 Otsuka America Pharmaceutical, Inc. ©2007 Otsuka America Pharmaceutical, Inc., Rockville, MD 570US07AB12006 0307C-0051F July 2007 Printed in USA 


ABILIFY 


IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT ABILIFY 


(aripiprazole) 


TABLETS and ORAL SOLUTION fg /e 


This summary of the Package Insert contains risk and safety information for 
patients about ABILIFY. This summary does not include all information about 
ABILIFY and does not take the place of discussions with your doctor or healthcare 
professional about your treatment. Please read this important information before 
you start taking ABILIFY and discuss any questions about ABILIFY with your doctor 
or healthcare professional. 


Name 
ABILIFY® (a-BIL-1-F7) (aripiprazole) (oit-r-PIP-ra-zall) 


What is ABILIFY? 

ABILIFY is a prescription medicine used to treat patients with an acute manic 
or mixed episode associated with Bipolar | Disorder and for maintaining efficacy 
in these patients who have been stabilized and then maintained for at least 

six weeks. 


What is Bipolar | Disorder? 

Bipolar | Disorder is an illness with symptoms thought to be caused by an 
imbalance of brain chemicals. People who have Bipolar | Disorder tend to 
experience extreme mood swings, along with other specific symptoms and 
behaviors. These mood swings, or “episodes,” can take three forms: manic, 
depressive, or mixed episodes. Common symptoms of a manic episode are: 
feeling extremely happy, being very irritable and anxious, talking too fast and too 
much, and having more energy and needing less sleep than usual. Common 
symptoms of a depressive episode include: feelings of overwhelming sadness or 
emptiness, low energy, a loss of interest in things, trouble concentrating, changes 
in sleep or appetite, and thoughts of dying or suicide. A mixed episode includes 
symptoms that are both manic and depressive. 


Who should not take ABILIFY? 
People who are allergic to ABILIFY or to any substance that is in it. Please talk 
with your doctor or healthcare professional. 


What important information should I know about 
ABILIFY? 

Elderly patients, diagnosed with psychosis as a result of dementia (for 
example, an inability to perform daily activities as a result of increased 
memory loss), and who are treated with atypical antipsychotic medicines 
including ABILIFY, are at an increased risk of death when compared to 
patients who are treated with a placebo (sugar pill). ABILIFY is not 
approved for the treatment of patients with dementia-related psychosis. 


Serious side effects can occur with any antipsychotic medicine, including 
ABILIFY. Tell your doctor or healthcare professional right away if you have any 
conditions or side effects, including the following: 


Neuroleptic malignant syndrome (NMS): Very high fever, rigid 
muscles, shaking, confusion, sweating, or increased heart rate and blood pressure 
may be signs of NMS, a rare but serious side effect that could be fatal. 


Tardive dyskinesia (TD): Abnormal or uncontrollable facial movements 
may be signs of a serious condition known as TD, which may be permanent. 


Elderly patients with dementia: An increased risk of stroke and 
ministroke has been reported in a clinical study of elderly patients with dementia 
(for example, increased memory loss and inability to perform daily activities). 
ABILIFY is not approved for treating patients with dementia. 


High blood sugar and diabetes: Patients with diabetes and those 
having risk factors for diabetes (for example, obesity, family history of diabetes), 
as well as those with symptoms such as unexpected increases in thirst, 
urination, or hunger should have their blood sugar levels checked before and 
during treatment. Increases in blood sugar levels (hyperglycemia), in some cases 
serious and associated with coma or death, have been reported in patients 
taking medicines like ABILIFY. 


Orthostatic hypotension: Lightheadedness or faintness caused by a 
sudden change in heart rate and blood pressure when rising too quickly from a 
sitting or lying position (orthostatic hypotension) has been reported with ABILIFY. 


Dysphagia: Medicines like ABILIFY have been associated with swallowing 
problems (dysphagia). If you had or have swallowing problems, you should tell 
your doctor or healthcare professional. 


Suicidal thoughts: If you have suicidal thoughts, you should tell your 
doctor or healthcare professional right away. 


What should I tell my doctor or healthcare professional 
before I start taking ABILIFY (aripiprazole)? 

Information about your overall health, and any medical problems you may 

have, such as: 

© Whether you're taking any other prescription or nonprescription 

(over-the-counter) medicines 

© Whether you're pregnant, plan to become pregnant, or are breast-feeding 

¢ If you or anyone in your family has had seizures 

© If you or anyone in your family has had high blood sugar or diabetes 


What should I avoid when taking ABILIFY? 
* Avoid overheating and dehydration 
¢ Avoid driving or operating hazardous machinery until you know 
how ABILIFY affects you 
e Avoid drinking alcohol 
* Avoid breast-feeding an infant 


What are the common side effects of ABILIFY? 
Common side effects include: headache, anxiety, insomnia, nausea, vomiting, 
constipation, dizziness, upset stomach, and an inner sense of restlessness or 
need to move (akathisia). 


What percentage of people stopped taking ABILIFY due 
to side effects? 

In clinical trials, the percentage of people who discontinued taking ABILIFY due to 
side effects was similar for patients treated with ABILIFY (11%) and for patients 
treated with sugar pill (9%). 


Can | safely take ABILIFY while I’m taking other 
medications? 

ABILIFY can be taken with most drugs; however, taking ABILIFY with some 
medicines may require your doctor or healthcare professional to adjust the dosage 
of ABILIFY. 


These medicines” include: 

* ketoconazole (NIZORAL®) 

® quinidine (QUINIDEX®) 

¢ fluoxetine (PROZAC®) 

* paroxetine (PAXIL®) 

* carbamazepine (TEGRETOL®) 


It is important to tell your doctor or healthcare professional about all the medicines 
you're taking, just to be sure. 


General Information: 

¢ ABILIFY is usually taken once a day, with or without food 

 ABILIFY should be kept out of the reach of children and pets 

* Store ABILIFY Tablets and the Oral Solution at room temperature 

For patients who must limit their sugar intake, be aware that 
ABILIFY Oral Solution contains sugar 

¢ For patients who cannot metabolize phenylalanine (those with phenylketonuria 
or PKU), ABILIFY® DISCMELT™ contains phenylalanine 

© If you have additional questions, talk to your doctor or healthcare professional 


Find out more about ABILIFY: 
Please visit our website at www.abilify.com/bipolardisorder 


“NIZORAL is a registered trademark of Janssen Pharmaceutica; QUINIDEX is a registered trademark of Wyeth 
Pharmaceuticals; PROZAC is a registered trademark of Eli Lilly and Company; PAXIL is a registered trademark 
of GlaxoSmithKline; TEGRETOL is a registered trademark of Novartis Pharmaceuticals. 


Based on Full Prescribing Information as of 11/06 115673189. 


€ Bristol-Myers Squibb ® Otsuka America Pharmaceutical, Inc. 


Tablets manufactured by Otsuka Pharmaceutical Co., Ltd., Tokyo, 101-8535 Japan or 
Bristol-Myers Squibb Company, Princeton, NJ 08543 USA. 

Oraily Disintegrating Tablets, Oral Solution, and Injection manufactured by 

Bristol-Myers Squibb Company, Princeton, NJ 08543 USA. 

Distributed and marketed by Otsuka America Pharmaceutical, Inc., Rockville, MD 20850 USA. 
Marketed by Bristol-Myers Squibb Company, Princeton, NJ 08543 USA. 

U.S. Patent Nos. 5,006,528; 6,977,257; and 7,115,587. 
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Back to the Future 


Oliver Stone 


The auteur takes a return trip to the iconic worlds he’s created. BY ADAM MARKOVITZ 


It’s been 20 years since director Oliver Stone captured the “greed is good” zeitgeist of the late 
’80s in Wall Street (rereleased in a special-edition DVD this month). “Obviously the fashions 
have changed,” says Stone, who now laughs at the clunky cell phones and cars. “But to me, that 
same ethic operates today.” Even so, the director—who deadpans that a film’s ability to age well 
is “a chemical, biological process, akin to the formation of sperm and egg”—admits that iiber- 
tycoon Gordon Gekko (Michael Douglas) would need to adapt to survive in the 21st century. “I 
think today, he would want to be part of a corporation rather than a buccaneer on his little pirate 
ship by himself,” he says. Stone recently opted out of a possible Wall Street sequel (though both 
Douglas and the original producer, Edward Pressman, are attached), but he is planning to return 
to familiar ground with the Vietnam War drama Pinkville, tentatively slated to shoot next year. 
And while comparisons to his 1986 masterpiece, Platoon, are inevitable, the filmmaker—and Viet- 
nam vet—takes a balanced attitude toward the public's view of his work. “Every film I’ve made has 
been misunderstood in some way or another,” he sighs. “I have to go on and learn the lessons.” 


Open Mic With Jim Gaffigan 


: Why the proudly pasty comedian, star of the hilarious Pale Force shorts, will not be mourning the end of summer 


NO MORE LEGS The shorts get put away. You don't want to see my legs. Hell, / don’t want to see my legs. And 
the ladies with really nice legs? Excuse me, I'm trying to concentrate on being a good husband, and you are taunt- 
ing me as you casually walk by on your cell phone, filling my head with impure thoughts. How dare you, madam! 
NO MORE CROCS Somehow, adult men decided they'd look good in shoes obviously designed for toddlers or 
Martha Stewart. Unfortunately we are now heading toward the even more upsetting “men in Uggs” season. Ugg! | 
don't care if “they're comfy”; you look like you robbed a teenage girl. MORE BACON Now I can finally enjoy eating 
tons of bacon. Let’s be honest, bacon is more enjoyable to eat in a sweatshirt than in a bikini. -JOSH WOLK 
The second season of ‘Pale Force’ debuts Sept. 24 on ‘Late Night With Conan O'Brien’ and at nbc.com/paleforce 


ENTERTAINMENT WEEKLY 31 


SPOTLIGHT 


“KT TUNSTALL 


The Scottish songstress—with quite the mouth on her— 
looks back on her past year of accelerated fame and tells us 
what she’s learned. BY CLARK COLLIS 


YOUR SONGS ARE OPEN TO 
INTERPRETATION 

“The whole thing with The Devil 
Wears Prada [which prominently 
featured Tunstall’s single ‘Suddenly 
| See’] was very amusing. The song 
is actually about the photograph of 
Patti Smith on the cover of Horses. | 
didn't realize the lyrics could perfectly 
fit a chick flick, and it could sound 
like | was singing about wanting to 
be a f---ing model!” 

BEING WEALTHY ISA BIT 
FRIGHTENING 

“lm acutely aware that money can 
change you, and | don’t want to 
change. | don’t want new friends. I've 
got wicked friends. | don’t want to go 
through that process of becoming a 
rock star and then going, ‘S---, | actu- 
ally don't have much now apart from 
money. But it’s a nice problem to have.” 
YOU'RE NOT GOING TO FIND HER 
IN REHAB—NO, NO, NO... 

“[Amy Winehouse] is immensely 
talented. And all | f---ing read is how 
much she drinks and who she’s 


/ 
/ 
/ 
j 
/ 
/ 
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married to. Unfortunately, she’s em- 
braced what everybody wants her to 
be. I’m sure lots of people would love 
to see me s---faced and on coke 
coming out of aclub. But, right now, 
it feels like there’s way too much at 


stake to f--- it up just because | i} 

would get better known for being an I: 

idiot than for being a musician.” f i 
..BUT BEARING THAT In 


RESPONSIBILITY KIND OF SUCKS / PP 
“A lot of little girls under 10 really like / 
my music and are starting to play Ale 
guitar. It’s a heavy responsibility. If /; — 
there’s akid in the front row, |Idefi-/ / 
@/ 
Ss 


nitely curb my usual sailor-esque_ i 
tones.” [Editor’s note: That's cleat 
not an issue in this interview.] 
REVENGE IS A DISH BEST | 
SERVED VIA SONG pmo 


album, Drastic Fantastic, no out] i is / 
certainly angry. It’s a very, veryblatant / 
response to a guy who really pissed, pm 
me off. When | was recording the / [4 = 
song, | was thinking, ‘Got youl-You can 

try to f--- me over but |’ ve got RET 
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THE FUTURE OF SOUND IS 
MADE OF CHOCOLATE. 


The new Chocolate by LG. With sound this sweet and 1,000s 
of songs* in one slim device, it’s all you'll ever need. 
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The Showdg, 


’s good for a few 
shockers. (C’mon, show Sper athe had Ricky 
Gervais in their pool?) But when presenters Jimmy 
Smits and Kate Walsh opened the best-actor-in-a- 
drama envelope and read the name “James,” itseemed 
almost too obvious. A few members of “The Sopra- 
nos’ contingent even burst into applause and rose 
from their seats—prematurely, it would turn out... 


he Emmys are alway 


y 


' 
oe As 
AND TH EMMY Obs Fe a 4) 


THE 
SOPRANOS 


(Clockwise from top left) 

Edie Falco and Jamie-Lynn Sigler; Sally 
Field; James Spader; Helen Mirren; 
Steve Carell, Stephen Colbert, and Jon 
Stewart; Tina Fey and Alec Baldwin 


For the last name was not “Gandolfini” but “Spader.” 
As in James Spader. Cradling his trophy at a Bev- 
erly Hills after-party afew hours later, the Boston 
Legal star admitted, “Yes, I was surprised.” 

As were weall. In fact, surprising is the best word 
to describe the 2007 Emmys. From surprising wins 
(Spader, Extras’ Gervais, 30 Rock) to surprising 
outfits (why exactly was host Ryan Seacrest dressed 
like a Tudor, again?) to perhaps the most surpris- 
ing move of all: the decision to transform L.A.’s 
sedate Shrine Auditorium into a theater-in-the- 
round. Though executive producer Ken Ehrlich 
hoped the staging would create a feeling of “com- 
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EMMYS 2007 


Iwasnr'tafan 
of the seating,” 
said America 
Ferrera, who 
was forced to 
turn her back on 
her ‘Ugly Betty’ 
cast members 
while accepting 
her first Emmy. 
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munity,” it ended up being a downer for winners 
like Ugly Betty's America Ferrera, who was forced 
to turn her back on fellow cast members while ac- 
cepting her first Emmy. “I wasn’t a fan of the seat- 
ing,” she told EW later. 

Equally awkward and confusing was Fox’s seem- 
ingly random practice of censorship. Though an 
animated opening song by Family Guy’s Stewie 
and Brian reflected Fox’s racier sensibility (e.g., 
describing Two and a Half Men as a show about a 
“little boy who lives with Charlie Sheen”), the net- 
work was quick to yank the cameras and sound away 
from non-Fox-sanctioned edginess: Ray Romano 
was silenced while joking that “Frasier is screwing 
my wife,” and best-actress-in-a-drama winner Sally 
Field got the mute button when referring to “god- 
damn wars.” But Brad Garrett, star of Fox’s ’Til 
Death, got away with araunchy joke about appear- 
ing with costar Joely Fisher in a Western titled 
“Bury My Head Between Your Knees,” and his las- 
civious comments about Fisher’s breasts (“Note to 
self: Buy milk”) were inexplicably left in. “That they 
bleeped Field is a travesty,” Garrett fumed later. 
“We're adults!” Inastatement released Monday, 
Fox explained that “some language during the live 
broadcast may have been considered inappropriate 


by some viewers. As a result, Fox’s broadcast stan- 
dards executives determined it appropriate to drop 
sound (and picture) during those portions.” 

Despite the controversy, viewers were far 
from titillated. With an audience of 13 million, 
Sunday’s telecast will go down as the ceremony’s 
least-watched Emmy show since 1990. It’s too 
bad, as the wayward viewers missed deserving 
winners in the acting categories, like Lost’s Terry 
O’Quinn (best supporting actor in a drama) and My 
Name Is Earl's Jaime Pressly (best supporting 
actress in acomedy), who was still processing her 
big moment at the Governors Ball: “I’ve been in 
the business for 13 years, and to be finally stand- 
ing on stage to accept the award...it’s an emotional 
thing.” Grey’s Anatomy’s Katherine Heigl (best sup- 
porting actress in a drama) was equally emotional 
about her first Emmy, though she was just as 
worked up about her mom’s lack of belief in her 
chances. Heigl’s mom, Nancy, defended herself 
after the ceremony: “I didn’t bet against her! I just 
said she didn’t have a shot in hell.” At least pre- 
senters Eva Longoria and Kevin Connolly said 
Heigl’s name right after an announcer mangled it 
earlier in the show. “This is the Emmys!” sniped 
the actress to EW at the Governors Ball. “This is 
one time it’d be awesome if they actually pro- 
nounced it properly.” 

Others were not even expecting to hear their 
name at all. Tracy Morgan said he was starting to 
believe that 30 Rock would leave empty-handed 
when Gervais beat out Alec Baldwin and The Office 
prevailed in the comedy writing category. But af- 
ter pulling an upset win in the best-comedy category, 
Morgan was free to boast, “We are the funniest 
show on the air right now!” Added a visibly relieved 
Lorne Michaels, one of the show’s exec producers, 
“Tt was difficult at the start of the season, having to 
read comparisons between 30 Rock and Studio 60 
on the Sunset Strip, which was doubly complicated 
for me since [Studio 60] was, allegedly, my life. But 
talent always prevails.” Though Sopranos creator 
David Chase was humbled by the standing ovation 
the ensemble received after a tribute by Broadway’s 
Jersey Boys, he still felt his shut-out cast got robbed 
considering the work they did in the show’s final 
year. “I was horribly disappointed for James, Edie, 
Michael, Aida, and Lorraine. All of them should 
have won.” (A bit tricky, seeing as how Aida Tur- 
turro and Lorraine Bracco were competing in the 
same category, but we digress.) Fortunately, the 
Mob phenom got the last laugh when it was named 
the best drama. “We weren’t winning a lot of awards, 
but we got to go up onstage twice,” said star Michael 
Imperioli at the HBO after-party. “Everybody want- 
ed to feel like they were going out on top, so in that 
sense it was good.” In the end, at least, both James 
and James were winners after all. (With additional 
reporting by Ari Karpel, Whitney Pastorek, Dan 
Snierson, Katherine Tulich, and Alynda Wheat) 


And the award for best 
HDTV Companion goes to... 


EMMYS 2007 


LEAD ACTRESS, 
COMEDY 


America Ferrera 
UGLY BETTY 


LEAD ACTRESS, 
DRAMA 


Sally Field 
BROTHERS & 
SISTERS 


SUPPORTING 
ACTOR, COMEDY 


Jeremy Piven 
ENTOURAGE 


SUPPORTING 
ACTOR, DRAMA 
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Terry O’Quinn 
LOST 
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‘Saved by the Bell’ 


Saved by the Bell is the greatest TV show ever! Need proof? 


Tony Plana 


, and appeared in ‘Commander 
in Chief’ with Gosselaar 


Rachel Griffiths 
appears in 
‘Brothers & 

Sisters’ with Field 


Felicity Huffman 
appeared in ‘Sports 
y Night’ with Krause 


Kiersten Warren 
appeared in ‘Desper- 
ate Housewives’ with 

Huffman and in 
‘Saved by the Bell: The 
College Years’ with 
Voorhies and friends 


Peter Krause 
appeared in ‘Six Feet 
Under’ with Griffiths 


appeared in ‘Cupid’ 
with Thiessen 


Pa 
- 
- 


a 
ri Matthew Fox 
appears in ‘Lost’ 
with O’Quinn 


Scott Wolf 
appeared in ‘Party of 
Five’ with Fox and 
in ‘Saved by the Bell’ 

with Haskins et al. 


Rings Up the Emmys 


Check out how this year’s Emmy winners all trace back to Bayside High. 


Nes a 
Cynthia Watros 
appeared in ‘Lost’ with 
de Ravin and in ‘Titus’ 


Emilie de Ravin 
appeared in ‘Roswell’ 
with Heigl 


vith Berkley 
psi ty Betty White 
>. . 7 
y Sam “ppeared in ‘Boston Legal 
Pa a3 with Spader and in ‘The 
~~ me Golden Girls’ with Lopez 
“------ “ee ee nnn 
Giovanni Ribisi 
appeared in “My Name 
Ts Earl’ with Pressly 
_  Wiiimey----.. | 
i\ 7 
: ¢ 
Py Katey Sagal se 
i appeared in Ar s 4 
A BUF ‘Married..With Children’, es. 
4 with Ribisi \ 
% 
‘ 
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Kimberley Locke Ruben Studdard 


appeared on ‘American 
Idol’ with Studdard 
and on ‘Celebrity Fit 
Club’ with Diamond 
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Tori Spellin < 

appeared 2 Bout y / Nicholle fom 
Hills, 90210’ with Tom beat ed ue ‘The 
and in ‘Saved by the Bell’ Saar wie Zara 
with Diamond and Co. 


appeared in ‘8 Simple 
Rules’ with Sagal 
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- Elizabeth 
Berkley 


Dustin 
Diamond 


Mario 
Lopez 


Dennis 
Haskins 


Lucy Davis 
" appeared in ‘The 
appeared in ‘Californi- Office’ with Gervais 
cation’ with Davis 


Madeline Zima 


SUPPORTING 
ACTRESS, DRAMA 
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Katherine Heigl 
GREY'S ANATOMY 


LEAD ACTOR, 
DRAMA 


James Spader 
BOSTON LEGAL 


SUPPORTING 
ACTRESS, COMEDY 


Jaime Pressly 
MY NAMEIS EARL 


LEAD ACTOR, 
COMEDY 


Ricky Gervais 
EXTRAS 
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Fetch the fall TV season with 
the ultimate HDTV companion. 


If you get an HDTV, you have to get the new TiVo® HD DVR. 
They just belong together. Why get a generic DVR, when you can get all this? 


Search exclusively for HD, and record in crystal clear High Def. 

Season Pass™ — record an entire season automatically. 

Swivel™ search — find the best in broadcast and broadband television. 
Online Scheduling — Program it anywhere, watch anytime. 

Amazon Unbox™ — Order thousands of the latest movies right from your TV. 
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TiVo, the TiVo logo, Swivel, and Season Pass are trademarks or registered trademarks of TiVo Inc. and its subsidiaries worldwide. 
© 2007 All rights reserved. TiVo Inc. All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners. 
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in Reem Acra 
The stunning blonde in the impeccable 
scarlet gown takes best in show. 
Yay! ‘Heroes’ won something after all! 


EMMYS 2007 


The Fashions 


Emmys’ leading ladies were pretty in pink—and berry and fuchsia and crimson. 


in Ashley Isham 


Pregnancy rumors remain 
unconfirmed; Aguilera let her 


drapes do the talking. 


in David Meister 


Huffman can take the plunge, 
but consult a style professional 


before trying this at home. 


CHRISTINA AGUILERA 


FELICITY HUFFMAN 


ES 
KATE WALSH 
in Pamela Dennis 
“It seemed that red was in, 
right?” quipped the lovely if 
windswept Walsh. 


2 : 
in iit = 
LISA EDELSTEIN 
in Pamella Roland 
Claimed she ripped this leather- 


cinched number straight off'a 
Fashion Week model. Fierce! 


Clashing with the red carpet never looked so glamorous. BY WHITNEY PASTOREK 


SALLY FIELD 
in Valentino 
[fall women dressed this well, 
there would be no goddamn 
Jashion critics in the first place. 

Pans 


8 te Sr 


HEIDI KLUM 
in Dior by John Galliano 
The structured bodice also 
serves as an excellent hiding 
place for lip gloss, snacks. 
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a 


EVA LONGORIA 
in Kaufman Franco 
How she managed to make a 
teensy glimpse of lower-back tat 
seem classy, we'll never know. 


Other Emmy trends we loved... 


id 


DEBRA MESSING 
in Ralph Lauren 
Clean, cool, collected. Reminds 
us of our favorite junior prom 
dress...in a good way. 


BECKI NEWTON 
in J. Mendel 
The ‘Ugly Betty’ receptionist: 
prettiest mermaid at the 2007 
Under the Sea Emmy Dance. 


But we're not so sure how we Jeel about... 


JAIME PRESSLY 
in St. John Couture 
The floppy/slinky combo is odd, 
but this best supporting actress 
does look comfier than we were. 
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HAYDEN PANETTIERE 
in Mare Bouwer 
The cutest Hero said she 
thought this billowy number was 
“age appropriate.” Ah, youth. 


VANESSA WILLIAMS 


in Kevan Hall 


Old-school glamour or leftover 
pillow stuffing? Wilhelmina’s dress 
was the night's hottest debate. 


These bold te 
questionable) style 


moves also deserve 


a mention 


ut 
‘do, a hearty thanks. 
This is much better. 


Neon shirt, striped 


tie, assassin-black 
suit: So brave it 
flipped around from 
garish and landed. 
back on dashing. 
Terry O’Quinn, we 
salute ye. 


Were Marcia Cross’ 
earrings a tribute to 
the Navajo? Or did 
she lose ak 


l 
"because, like, ow. 
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THIS FALL SLIP ON 
SOMETHING TIMELESS. 
HE RIGHT HAND RING. 
"PREVIEW THE Latest DESIGNS 
BEARS MEND SF OREUER O0F 


efitg fight: H: Stern, Lopraine’Sthwate)-Susen Rosen.Munna TheGem Palace, Renee Lewis 


EMMYS 2007 


The Parties 


Some were honored just to be nominated, others were thrilled to walk 
away with a lovely gold lady—but everyone partied it up on the pre-, 
post-, and post-post-Emmy circuit. EW takes you into the festive fray. 


A © 


“It’s awesome 
tobe ona show 
people enjoy, but it’s 
a whole other level when 
youre appreciated 

this way. It really doesn’t 
get any better 
than this.” 


KATHERINE HEIGL 
on her big Emmy win 


“We're 
surprised, 
we're thrilled. 
We've only 
been on the air for 
one year!” 


VANESSA WILLIAMS 
on Ugly Betty's 
11 Emmy noms 


“Tt was 
like a hockey fight. 
I just pulled the 
Jersey over the other 
guy’s head and kept 
swinging.” 
JEREMY PIVEN 


on delivering his accep- 
tance speech 


* : er ay 
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PEOF SEASON 


Synopsis: Watch the hilarious trials of an earnest 
director (David Dukovny) as he tries to get his dream 
project from to screen, navigating around 
insecure rs and far-too-secure television execu- 
igorney Weaver) along the way. It’s an uphill 
ttle in a world w: originality is not always an 


Vy Sycourney 


“Very Smart, 
Very Funny! 
A Cut-Glass Gem. 
A Crackerjack Cast.” 


— Entertainment Weekly 


ws 
“x os “A Shrewd, 


Savvy Satire. 
It’s Juicy Stuff!” 
— People 


ayy Che 


UFFUDD 
FAVER IOAN GR 

y SIGOURNEY W 

DAVID DUCHOVN: 


“A Sharp, Funny Satire. 

An Award-Worthy 
Performance By Sigourney 
Weaver... An Exceptionally Witty 
Portrayal.” 


— The New York Times 


“Hilarious! Nez 
Tt Will Keep You 
Laughing Throughout. 
A Must-See.” 


— Associated Press 


[FOR LANGUAGE 


Tune INN DVD Seorempern 257 


ae © 2007 Twentieth Century Fox Home Entertainment LLC. All Rights Reserved. TWENTIETH CENTURY FOX, FOX, and associated logos are trademarks of Twentieth Century Fox Film Corporation and its related entities. 
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HOP ABOARD AS THE 
SUPERPOWERED 
STARS OF ‘HEROES’ 
EMBARK ON A NEW 
JOURNEY SPANNING 
BOTH CONTINENTS 
AND CENTURIES. 
THE FATE OF THE 
WORLD-—AND A 
NETWORK—MAY 

BE AT STAKE. 


Milo Ventimiglia, Adrian 
Pasdar, Zachary Quinto, 
Masi Oka, and Ali Larter 
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SPOILER 
ALERT 


MAJOR PLOTLINES 


REVEALED 


The 


arrows 


are flying. A dozen of them, launched from the 
bows of 1/th-century samurai warriors assem- 


bled on a watercolor 


reen field and about to 


rain down upon the head of one Hiro Nakamura. 
But they don’t. Instead, the squall of pointy 
death screeches to a cartoonish halt, frozen in 
space by the Mine av ellog ene si ping super- 


nerd with a clench of his 


espectacled eyes. It’s 


a surreal image, though for now it exists only 


in the mind of 


asi Oka, the Emmy-nominated 


star of NBC’s Emmy-nominated sensation 
Heroes, who actually finds himself sneaker- 
deep in farm grass, trying to bring this comic- 
booky moment to life. In this scene from the 
show’s second-season premiere (airing Sept. 24), 
Oka is supposed to execute his character’s 
trademark reality-pausing maneuver—they call 
it “the squishy-blinky” around here—yet he is 
being thwarted by the most insidious of bad 
guys: a breeze. See, when time stands still, 
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wind shouldn’t be rippling through the grass. The 
solution is simple—throw down a bluescreen, man- 
ufacture some lawn with F/X—butit’s slow in com- 
ing, as the on-set producers are currently sipping 
smoothies and joking with Oka’s dialogue coach 
about turning U.S. states into Japanese-sounding 
words. “Or-ee- GON!” “Wash-ing-TON!” 

“Tt’s a little like the first week of school,” says 
Oka during a break in the (in)action. “A little hard 
to focus.” 

They’d better buckle down quickly, because 
there’s homework to be done. As any student of TV 
history can report, sophomore seasons can be 
slumpy. Cockiness, ambition, the ridiculously un- 
reasonable demands of journalists (those jerks!) 
and network execs (see: No. 4 NBC, desperate to 
maintain its one certifiable hit)—a small sample 
of the kryptonite that can cripple a phenom’s fol- 
low-up year. Heroes—created by Tim Kring, the 
non-nerd whose ingenious conversion of geek 
tropes into mainstream drama has made him TV’s 
newest cult pop auteur—would seem to have the 
brains and humility to avoid these pitfalls. Listen 
to this: “I’ve been a stick in the mud the past year,” 


admits Milo Ventimiglia, whose Peter the Power- 
Absorbing Super Sponge was last seen blowing up 
over Manhattan with brother Nathan the Flying 
Slimeball (Adrian Pasdar). “Parts of this—the 
crowds, the blind excitement of people—terrify 
me. That kind of closed me off. But this year...’m 
trying to embrace it more.” 

Nonetheless, there are reasons to sweat. First, 
there was the nearly 20 percent drop in ratings last 
spring after a momentum-killing seven-week 
break. Then there was the cliff-hanger-heavy finale, 
which spawned much What happens next? won- 
der, yet also inspired a lot of That was it? disap- 
pointment. And now, with the departure of writer 
Bryan Fuller, who left to create ABC’s new buzz 
fantasy Pushing Daisies, the show must press on 
without one of its most valuable players. Emmy 
nods or not, it’s time for Heroes to prove itself all 
over again. And Kring knows it. “Season 2, in many 
ways, is about lessons learned,” he says. “The stakes 
are higher, that’s for sure. But I try not to think 
about them, because it doesn’t make an already 
challenging job any easier.” 

Like we said: The arrows are in the air. 


So, What were you expecting from the season 
finale? 

Ablockbuster explosion of superpowered action? 
Logic-tight resolutions to twisty-turny, season- 
long story lines? A haircut for Peter? If so, you’re 
among those for whom the finale didn’t quite “flame 
on!” For those new to the Heroesverse—or if the 
memory somehow faded during the Harry Pot- 
ter/High School Musical/“Umbrella-ella-ella” heat 
wave—here’s a brief refresher. Sylar, the Mega- 
lomaniacal Mutant Serial Killer (Zachary Quinto), 
was ready to nuke New York, but curses! He was 
foiled by Hiro and his Legion of Superpowered 
Acquaintances. Pummeled by Niki, the Very Strong 
Schizoid Stripper (Ali Larter), skewered by Hiro, 
and power-sucked by Peter (who in turn went 
radioactively ballistic), the deviant dweeb disap- 
peared downa manhole. Claire, the Indestructible 
Cheerleader (Hayden Panettiere), escaped her 
power-hungry blood kin, the Petrellis, and reunited 
with her adoptive dad, the morally ambiguous Horn- 
Rim Glasses (Jack Coleman), while the fates of 
wounded Heroes Matt, the Mind Reader (Greg 
Grunberg), and D.L., the Walks Through Walls Dude 
(Leonard Roberts), seemed uncertain. 

Meaty, huh? But on screen, surprisingly thin. 
True, in Coleman’s words, “a TV show can’t do what 
Spider-Man 3 can do.” But it tried: Kring’s original 
script was ambitious and epic, but had to be 
scaled back due to time and budget constraints. 
“On paper, there was this big final battle, with 
buses flying and trucks tumbling. And I know we 
shot a lot that ended up on the cutting-room 
floor,” says Oka. “I understand the criticism, but 
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in terms of the story, it served its purpose.” 

Yet good intentions don’t quite explain the 
finale’s biggest Huh? If Peter can fly, why did he 
need Nathan to zoom him up, up, and away before 
exploding? It’s all about Peter’s mental state,” says 
Ventimiglia. “He was so focused on stopping this 
power coming up from within him, he couldn’t tap 
into anything else.” Coleman teasingly suggests that 
expectations may have blinded viewers to the pos- 
sibility that Sylar was diabolically manipulating the 
entire denouement, from his apparent defeat to 
Peter’s paralyzing meltdown. “Maybe we needed 
to play that up some more,” allows Coleman. “But 
I think there was aslyness that some people missed.” 

Ofcourse, with the first season now on DVD, fans 
can go back and judge anew. Or maybe Team Heroes 
canjust promise us that they'll try harder. And guess 
what? They are! Kringand company realize that spin- 
ning a dense, complex, season-long saga put too 
much pressure on the finale to hita’transcendent 
crescendo. “The good news is that we’ve been able to 
learn from the mistakes and make * 
the second season better,” says Panet- 
tiere. The big adjustments: dividing 


“| UNDERSTAND 


either graduate to the main show or be spun off 


into their own ongoing series.) “There’s no ques- 
tion Heroes is the big daddy on the NBC block,” 
says NBC Entertainment co-chairman Ben Silver- 
man, who’s leveraging Heroes’ Monday muscle to 
launch a full night of sci-fi-themed programs that 
also includes newcomers Chuck and Journeyman. 
Silverman says the only challenge Heroes faces to 
maintaining and maybe even growing its audience 
is “making sure'we showcase everyone’s favorite 
characters.’ ‘Chink: the second season of Lost or 
Desperate Housewives, where old 
: faves were back-burnered in order 
to focus on new faces.) 


the season into at least two separate — Ua Nevertheless, Heroes will open 
sagas (or “volumes”) and more epi- ae Lae : its season with an infusion of new 
sodes that focus on smaller groups a - blood (see page 48). Also on the 
of characters like last year’s stellar BUT IN TERMS menu—at least one shocking death, 

: ; ce. | OF THE STORY, IT . feomemerniaae 
H.R.G.-centered “Company Man. SERVEDITS and the promise of hotties swap- 
Larter describes season 2 as “a PURPOSE.” ping super-spit. Season 2 starts 


weave, especially in the early epi- 
sodes; we’re introducing new char- 
acters and weaving in and out ofold ones.” Adds co- 
exec producer Jesse Alexander: “It was too much 
for the audience to invest emotionally in astory that 
stretched 23 episodes. Season 2 is more focused.” 
It’s also more smartly scheduled. Hoping to avoid 
duplicating last spring’s ratings slippage, NBC 
will air season 2’s volumes in repeat-free blocks. 
(When Heroes wraps in late April, it will give way 
to an anthology series called Heroes: Origins, which 
will feature celebrity storytellers like Kevin Smith 
and introduce brand-new characters that could 


four months later, after the big New 

York City battle royal, and finds the 
characters poatered across the globe. Not every 
cliff-hanger will be resolved immediately or ex- 
plicitly—episode 8, entitled “Four Months Ago...” 
will fill in all the blanks—but it is revealed that yes, 
Peter, Nathan, and Sylar all survived the Kirby 
Plaza donnybrook, albeit some in better shape than 
others. “It’s asmash cut open. Boom! You're in the 
middle of everyone’s story,” says Quinto, who will 
leave the series around episode 16 so he can play 
Spock in J.J. Abrams’ big-screen Star Trek reboot. 
“My ideal would be to come back when I’m done. 
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DANA DAVIS 
MONICA DAWSON 


Monica enters in episode 4 
from New Orleans with an un- 
specified ability. She works to 
support her brother and grand- 

mother (Star Trek's Uhura, 
Nichelle Nichols) and develops 
a bond with her cousin Micah 
(Noah Gray-Cabey). “She's a 

good girl with a good heart,” 

says Davis (The Nine). “Her 
life's been taken from her, and 

she's looking for a way out.” 
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THE NEW HEROES 


An exclusive first look at the new (superpowered) kids on the block for season 2. —Sara Randazzo 


KRISTEN BELL 
ELLE 


Described by Tim Kring as 
“a little unstable” and 
“a cautionary tale of what our 
Heroes could become,” Elle 
has ties to the Petrelli clan, 
H.R.G., and Claire. “Elle has 
trouble knowing right from 
wrong. She holds a piece of 
Claire’s future,” says Bell, who 
admits, “Heroes was the 
watercooler discussion at 
Veronica Mars.” 


DAVID ANDERS 
TAKEZO KENSEI 


Yes, the pasty-skinned Anders 
is playing Hiro’s childhood 
idol, who according to history 
books is supposed to be a noble 
hero. Except, in reality, “he is a 
drunk Englishman and a hired 
hitman, essentially,” says 
Anders (Alias). But he does 
have powers, and when they're 
revealed, Kring says, “they'll 
have major ramifications for 
the entire Heroes world.” 


DANIA RAMIREZ 
MAYA HERRERA 


In true “Wonder Twin powers— 
activate!” fashion, the abilities 
possessed by twins Maya and 
Alejandro work in tandem. 
Ramirez (X-Men: The Last 
Stand) was actually unfamiliar 
with Heroes when she 
auditioned, but got hooked 
when she did her homework 
“| couldn't leave my house. My 
dog was looking at me like 
‘Please walk me.’” 


SHALIM ORTIZ 
ALEJANDRO HERRERA 


As we meet Alejandro and 
Maya, they're on the run from 
the law, forced to flee the 
Dominican Republic due to 
the destructive nature of 
their powers. “We are harm- 
ing a lot of people with what- 
ever it is that goes on with 
us,” says Ortiz. “We are on 
our way to the U.S. so we 
can get answers. Our story 
starts with a punch.” 
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Hopefully, there’ll still be room for me.” That’s 
a no-brainer: Kring is already plotting Sylar’s 
dramatic late-season return. 

Something else you can bank on: Volume 2 will 
be driven bya murder mystery, with the first victim 
slain in the premiere. The saga—entitled “Genera- 
tions”—will also focus on the earlier era of Heroes, 
ashady bunch whose members include Nathan and 
Peter’s Lady Macbethish mom (Cristine Rose) and 
Hiro’s billionaire pop (George Takei). The new 
season will spill their secrets and maybe their 
blood—all are being hunted by a mysterious enemy. 
“There are some juicy scenes the 
on the scenery,” says a spoiler-s 
Rose, who was so nervous, she 
ited her comments to a caref 
sculpted statement. (An exce 
“Something happens that plu 
Angela, the control freak, into 
and panic....”) “They really kee 
in the dark,” says Rose. “You pr 
bly know more than I do.” 

Well...yeah, we do. We know 
Hiro—whose giant leap backware¢ 
inadvertently alter history 
spend about eight episodes re 
(and seeing some samurai actio 
that Peter’s got amnesia, Nathan’s nowa drunk, and 
newly integrated Niki/Jessica will become inti- 
mately acquainted with the virus that’s afflicting 
those with awesome abilities—a major plot point 
of season 2. We know that the unspoken fan ques- 
tion “What's Heroes going to do when they run out 
of cool powers?” will be addressed on the show it- 
self. “The question presumes that there can’t be a 
duplication of powers,” teases Kring. “But what if 
there was a finite pool of adaptations? What if there 
are other people in other parts of the world break- 
ing out with similar abilities?” And we know that the 
fearsome phantom that haunts the mind of Molly, 
the Human Hero Tracker (Adair Tishler), will be 
ID'd in episode 5. Tishler’s theory? “He’s the bogey- 
man, like Sylar’s boss,” says the actress, adding that 
her orphaned character is living with Suresh, the 
No Powers Super Scientist (Sendhil Ramamurthy), 


and Matt, the Mind Reader. “It’s no mystery—I 
survived the finale,” says Grunberg. “I get into the 
action in a much bigger way this season.” 

As Molly plays Two anda Half Heroes, the Bennets 
will be living on the down low in Southern Califor- 
nia, though H.R.G. will put his family at risk by work- 
ing with a surprising ally to settle some old scores 
with his former Hero-hunting employer. (Deadwood’s 
Stephen Tobolowsky has been cast as the company’s 
new boss.) Another complication: hormones. Yep, 
Claire’s getting a boyfriend (Nick D’Agosto)—a 
fellow Hero, it turns out—following a love/hate 
courtship. Hiro’s getting lucky as well, with a Japa- 
nese princess looming in his future. Past. Whatever. 
“T really felt romance was a missing element last 
season,” says Kring. “These characters are young, 
single, and available—might as well hook them up.” 

One last new and provocative ingredient being 
stirred into the Heroes mix: reality. With story lines 
set in post-Katrina Louisiana and addressing is- 
sues like illegal immigration, Kring is ratcheting 
up the with-great-power-comes-great-responsi- 
bility allegorical resonance. The majordomo of TV’s 
premier escapist fantasy seems wise enough to not 
overstate this stuff, but he does firmly believe, “Our 
world can and should have social relevancy.” 

Right now, though, Kring and his cohorts aren't 
out saving the world as they are 
tional one never falls into peril. 
2 pressure was on immediately, 
veryone reported to work for 
oes’ sophomore season in mid- 
1e—two months earlier than 
y other programs—all in hopes 
setting a jump on the show’s 
ky writing and daunting pro- 
ion schedule. Oka recalls asking 
producers, “‘What’s the main 
g that can really screw up sea- 
2?’ They pretty much said ‘Ego.’ 
‘ice to heart.” So are many of his 
srisingly tight-knit ensemble de- 
spite the fact that most of them rarely act together. 
No jealous fuming over Oka’s Emmy nomination— 
just pride. And while it’s hard to imagine Oka ever 
becoming Evil Diva Boy—if he did, what would it 
look like? “I would just act everything at home 
on green screen,” he jokes. “Give them my facial 
expressions and say, ‘There you go, that’s season 
3.” But then, eyeballing the crew setting up the next 
shot in the hot sun, Oka quickly gets all Mr. Nice 
Guy: “If I got to be an egomaniac, I’d give the crew 
more time and some breaks. We ride them like a 
horse.” Smart, humble, hardworking—sounds like 
Mr. Squishy-Blinky already has all the powers he 
needs to dodge those arrows. @ 

For more exclusive ‘Heroes’ content, including 
new video interviews with the cast and a complete 
episode guide, head to ew.com/heroes. Also, geek 
out with our fan wiki at heroeswiki.ew.com. 


FAB 5 


Looking to catch up? 
Here are the five 
must-watch episodes 
from season 1. 


Episode #1 
eae GENESIS 
t Everyday people 
are popping with 


extraordinary abilities—and 
a sinister agency is tracking 
them. Intriguing premise, 
cliff-hanger thrills, and a 
giddy-cool hero named 
Hiro—it all starts here. 


Episode #9 

HOMECOMING 
4 The "Save the 

cheerleader, 


save the world!” story line 
reaches a midseason climax. 
Peter—heeding Future 
Hiro’s charge—tries to save 
Claire from Sylar's deadly 
power-sucking craniotomy. 


Episode #10 
SIX MONTHS 
AGO 

You'll need to 


watch this crucial outing for 
important backstory con- 
text—chiefly, the origin of 
Sylar, a homely clockmaker 
with a big appetite for power... 
and maybe mutant brains. 


Episode #17 
COMPANY MAN 
Breaking from 
the usual every- 


one-gets-a-subplot format, 
this standout installment 
focuses on H.R.G. and reveals 
juicy chunks of mythology. 
In terms of season 2 prep, 
it's essential, 


Episode #20 
FIVE YEARS 
GONE 

New York is a 
nuked crater, and Heroes are 
on the verge of being put 
into camps. A head-spinning 
triumph and a provocative 
peek into a possible future 
that the finale may or may 
not have averted. 
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David Cronenbe 
Most of the dire 
and bloody mome 


Tg’s new film Eastern Promises is, like 

ctor’s oeuvre, not short on memorably raw 
nts. But there is one sequence in this 

London-set Russian Mafia drama that is utterly 


unforgettable. “Yeah, yeah,” chuckles the Canadian 
auteur. “It seems to be the scene €veryone’s talking about” 
The scene j 


€1N question finds the film’s Star, Viggo 
§ two goons in 4 bathhouse. The 

unforgettable Part? That for nearly all of this by-no-means- 

€n is clad in nothing but tattoos, 
Powers-style effort been Made to 
Mortensen Manhood with, say, the presence 
banana-and-tangerine Salesman. Mortensen’s 
et it al] hang out is a Particularly brave 


or has any Austin 
obscure the 
ofa Passing 
decision to] 


Illustration by Thomas Fuchs 
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one given that itis only a matter of time 
before screen grabs arrive on the 
Internet. “I said, I know people freeze- 
frame this stuff,” the actor recalls of 
the shoot. “But the main thing is tod 
a good job on the scene z 
promise it.” 

Mortensen is not the only actor to 
have recently engaged in fiber-free 
fisticuffs. Last year Sacha Baron 
Cohen and Ken Davitian seared eye- 
balls around the world by wrestling in 
Borat. Earlier this month a naked, gun 
toting Clive Owen had it out with ha 
a dozen assassins while simultaneously 
having sex with Monica Bellucci in 
Shoot ’Em Up. And, this November, 
audiences will get the chance to seea 
nude representation of Ray Winstone 
(Sexy Beast) battling the monster 
Grendel in Robert Zemeckis’ CG movie 
Beowulf. “In the original epic poem, 
Beowulf decides that swords and 
armor are just going to slow him 
down,” explains co-writer Roger Avary. 
“So, he strips and waits for Grendel to 
come and then does some medieval 
ass-kicking in the buff. When we were 
first working on the script, Robert 
Zemeckis said, ‘Guys, does he have to 
fight him naked?’ We were like, ‘Yes, 
actually he does—it’s in the poem!’” 

Hang on to your hat—or, rather, 
throw it away with the rest of your 
clothes. The naked fight scene is back— 
and, of course, frontal. 


Historically speaking, naked fight- 
ingis as oldas humanity itself. Around 
the time of Christ, Northern Europe’s 
fearsome Celtic warriors would go into 
battle unclothed so as to terrify their 
opponents. Yet, the first notable big- 
screen example of grown men tackling 
each other while showing their tackle 
occurred when Oliver Reed and Alan 
Bates energetically wrestled each 


The CGI incarnation of 
Winstone battles the 
monster Grendel 

in the upcoming Beowulf 


other in director K ussell’s erotic 
but high-minded 1969 adaptation of 
the D.H. Lawrence novel Women in 
Love. Not that all of the world’s film 
fans got to enjoy it. According to Rus- 
sell, censors in Argentina removed the 
nude material, which meant that the 
film cut from a shot of Bates and Reed 
fully clothed to a post-fight view of them 
exhausted in each other’s arms. As a 
result of this misguided snipping, the 
sequence became known locally as 
the “great buggery scene.” 

For most of the ’70s and ’80s the 
naked fight scene was hijacked by 
exploitation directors who routinely 
attempted to attract audiences with girl- 
on-girl action. Fairly typical was 1973’s 
swords-sandals-and-sex schlocker 
epic War Goddess. (Imagine a lesbian- 
themed episode of Xena: Warrior 
Princess. Which is to say, justimagine an 
episode of Xena: Warrior Princess.) The 
film, made by slumming Thunderball 
director Terence Young, boasts a 
lengthy nude fight between the movie’s 
two principal female characters that 
amply confirms Young had no time for 
the legend about Amazons having only 
one breast. The women-in-prison 
genre also offered up its fair share of 
clothe-less femme fights. Check out 
1983’s Women’s Prison Massacre. “I 
probably shouldn’t say this, but I actu- 
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ally have that on VHS,” admits Avary, who also co- 
wrote Pulp Fiction. “As long as your expectations 
going in are tempered by the knowledge that you're 
seeing a women-in-prison film, it’s fantastic. What’s 
not to like?” 

In the ’80s and ’90s, Arnold Schwarzenegger 
helped steer naked fights toward Hollywood's 
mainstream with the Terminator movies, films that 
routinely featured his nude, time-traveling 
cyborg mugging some bystander for his clothes. “It 
was all quite bizarre,” says Ron Young, who played 
“Pool Cue Biker” in 1991’s Terminator 2: Judgment 
Day. “The sequence took about three days to shoot. 
We had some technical problems because I kept hav- 
ing to whack him in the head with a balsa-wood pool 
cue and it wasn’t behaving. I whacked him in the head 
and he said, ‘Ouch!’ Jim Cameron was like, ‘Cut! 
You're the Terminator! You can’t say, Ouch!” 

In the finished sequence, Schwarzenegger 
would be seen only from the waist up, and Young 
says that the actor wore askin-colored jockstrap 
while shooting the scene: “Interestingly enough, 
he said that in the early days of his career he would 
have just been bare naked. But now that he was on 
the President’s Council on Physical Fitness and 
married to Maria Shriver, he thought it would be 
best that he stayed covered up.” 

Gradually, other actors dared to follow Arnold’s 
example. A naked Rosario Dawson put a knife to 
Colin Farrell’s throat in 2004's Alexander. The fol- 
lowing year, 50 Cent bared all during a shower-fight 
sequence in Get Rich or Die Tryin’. twas 2006, how- 
ever, that would prove to be the naked fight scene’s 
first real annus mirabilis. In any other 12-month 
period the sight of Daniel Craig getting his testicles 
tenderized in Casino Royale would have made it a 
red-letter year for bare brutality. But that sequence 
was eclipsed by the wrestling match between Sacha 
Baron Cohen and burly Ken Davitian in Borat. “We 
were all sitting in a studio office when Sacha explained 
his vision of how this would work,” remembers 
Davitian. “He said, ‘I’ll come out of the shower and 
we'll start fighting and then I’ll throw you here and 
I'll throw you there.’ The thing that caught my ear 
was ‘...and then your balls will hit my chin.’ We did 


very upset, 
ishegoing 
to put 
on a pair 
of pants 
rehe 
_Starts 
fighting? 
Oris he 
gonna just 
fight?” 


—‘Borat’actor 
Ken Davitian 


fe” 


it, I think, in three different hotels. Because we found 
you can’t run naked too long in any one hotel.” 

Filming a nude fight scene can certainly be prob- 
lematic. Cronenberg remembers fearing for 
Mortensen’s safety: “The guys who were fighting 
him had padding. He didn’t. Our makeup guy 
would spend more time covering up the bruises 
than putting on the tattoos.” Shoot “Em Up director 
Michael Davis recalls the moment he realized that 
he had filmed more of his star’s briefs-covered 
derriere than he’d intended: “I thought that I had 
framed Clive Owen’s butt out of the shot. But [you 
could still see it]. So we had to paint in his butt 
crack. It’s actually pretty funny, but my visual- 
effects guy was alittle irritated with me. It was an 
extra expense we had not put in the budget: 
‘digital butt replacement.” 

While the point of the nudity in Borat is to pro- 
voke laughter, the sequence in Shoot ’Em Up is 
intended to be funny and sexy. Eastern Promises, 
meanwhile, finds Cronenberg using nakedness to 
emphasize Mortensen’s defenselessness. Whatever 
the various filmmakers’ intentions, they seem to 
have had less trouble with the ratings board than you 
might expect. Both Cronenberg and Davis say the 
scenes in question weren't issues where securing 
Rratings was concerned. Could this be a happy har- 
binger for the future of nude fights everywhere, 
whether they are used in the service of laughs or 
metaphor or simply realism? Ken Davitian was sur- 
prised by the MPAA’s willingness to let even the 
outrageous Boratsequence stand. “I thought, They 
won’tallow it. And they allowed it,” he says. “I think 
they did because it was logical and crucial to the 
story. The bottom line for us was, if somebody is very, 
very upset, is he going to put ona pair of pants before 
he starts fighting with somebody? Or is he gonnajust 
fight? And, knowing all of my Middle Eastern, 
Armenian relatives, if the house was burning down, 
my uncle would put on his pants, or at least a pair 
of boxers. But you piss him off, and he’ll chase you 
down the street with nothing on.” @ (Additional 
reporting by Missy Schwartz and Kate Ward) 


For more from Roger Avary about the naked 
fighting in Beowulf, visit EW.com 
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Everything you need to know about the season’s releases, 


including CDs from a Boss, a Kid, and two Idols. 


.. Plus, the 10 most exciting acts on the face of the planet. 
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Brooks & Dunn 
Cowboy Town 
October 2 

Don’t be fooled. The 
duo’s hit “Proud of the 
House We Built” cele- 
brates long-term 
faithfulness and do- 
mesticity in a manner 
country radio loves. 
But the CD is mostly a 
soundtrack for sowing 
wild oats, from its 
honky-tonky anthems 
to its surprisingly 
Stonesy guitar riffs. 
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Dashboard 
Confessional 

The Shade of 

Poison Trees 

October 2 

Emo overlord Chris 
Carrabba returns with 
a disc recorded in just 
10 days with producer 
Don Gilmore (Avril 
Lavigne, Linkin Park). 
Shade boasts his usual 
barbed sentiments, as 
on “Where There’s 
Gold...”—whose ellip- 
sis ends, “there’s a 
gold digger.” 


Bruce Springsteen 
& the E Street Band 


Hottest New Albums 


Annie Lennox 
Songs of Mass 
Destruction 

October 2 

The new CD by the ex- 
Eurythmic features 
the ambitious “Sing,” 
a feminist anthem 
featuring 23 female 
vocalists, from 
Madonna to Melissa 
Etheridge to Fergie. 


Bruce Springsteen 
& The E Street Band 
Magic 

October 2 

If you were heartened 
that the Boss reunited 
the E Street Band in 
the studio for 2002’s 
The Rising, but slightly 
disappointed that it 
didn’t totally sound 
like them, your prayers 
have been answered. 
The celebrative band 
vibe of Springsteen’s 
15th studio album 
unmistakably harkens 
back to landmarks like 
The River. 


All-New 
Alicia 

Keys, 26, readies us 
for her reinvention 


New Sound 

On her new CD, As / 
Am, Keys says: 
“My voice is dif- 
ferent"—raspy, 
urgent. (Hear 
for yourself 
on the ad- 
dictive single 
“No One.”) “All 
my albums are per- 
sonal, but there’s so 
much more that | feel, 
and so much more | 
needed to say. ” 


New Look 

Out: hats, braids. In: curls, 
couture—and a strong 
body, courtesy of a mara- 
thon she ran in Greece. 
“It took me five hours; it 
was hell. But it was 
amazing. When | got to 
the end, | started crying.” 


New Attitude 

“| used to be a wall- 
building, feeling-hiding 
con artist. I'm at a whole 
other place now. I’m 
gonna tell it how it is and 
how | feel it. I'm not gonna 
sacrifice my spirit for no- 
body.” —Margeaux Watson 
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Alicia Keys 
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Fall Music: Preview 


Kanye Work 
@ of (CDArt 


v 


Murakami 


Band of Horses 


October 9 

The pastoral, beard-y 
rockers, whose majes- 
tic 2006 debut, Every- 
thing All the Time, 
became a sleeper hit, 
return with an 


kan¥eWest GRABUATION 


. intimate, coun- 
. 2 trified follow- 
ess up produced by 
ws ) Phil Ek Built 
7 to Spill, Modest 
J Mouse). 


Already the year’s fastest-selling CD in its first week, Kanye 
West's ‘Graduation’ is also among the most stylish, thanks 
to a designer cover by Louis Vuitton’s Takashi Murakami 
(above left). Via e-mail and a translator, the Japanese 
artist talks about his bond with rap’s self-proclaimed “Louis 
Vuitton don.” —Simon Vozick-Levinson 


EW: Describe the visual concept of Graduation’s cover. 

[V:tt's 

[2]. It's also 
[3] th 


EW: How did you and West become acquainted? 


EW: What was it like working with another creative force? 
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Vanessa Carlton 


October 9 

Since 2004’s Harmo- 
nium, Carlton has 
run the New York 
City Marathon and 
jogged into the wel- 
coming corporate 
arms of hip-hop label 
Murder Inc. The lat- 
ter’s chief, Irv Gotti, 
was on hand when 
the singer recently 
performed tracks 
from this third CD 
for EW in her Man- 
hattan apartment. 
However, it is the 
influence of mentor 
Stevie Nicks that is 
evident on the ballad 
“Home” and the sin- 
gle “Lolita Fairytale.” 


Jennifer Lopez 


October 9 

Jennifer Lopez feels 
like shakin’ what her 
mama gave her. Or at 
least that’s how it 
seems based on the 
dance-friendly Brave, 
her sixth album and 
second of the year fol- 
lowing April’s Spanish- 
language Como Ama 
una Mujer. Highlights 
include lead single 
“Do It Well” and the 
Latin-flavored “Hold 
It! Don’t Drop It!” 
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‘Rock N Roll Jesus, October 9 


Rocks Songs 


“T was gonna call the record ‘Kid Rock Featuring Kid Rock’ as a 
thumb in the air to all the hip-hop guys,” Rock reveals. “It’s like, can 
anybody make a record without a guest on every f--- in’ song?” The 
artist born Robert Ritchie, 36, continues, “I like how 50 Cent and 
Kanye West are like, ‘T’m gonna sell more than you.’ Ooh, that'll take 
you far in life. Pl go on record saying I’m gonna sell more than both 
of them put together at the end of the day. But everyone goes, ‘Whoa, 
rappers fighting! Or ‘Look at that crazy black kid rapping with the 
funny golfpants on!’ And then the rock bands all look like college 
kids. I’m bored with all that s---. No one delivers a f---in’ album.” 
He thinks he has. Here are three highlights. —Chris Willman 


“Amen” f | 
It's Rock's gospel/protest anthem, complete with [ 

choir. "When | say ‘Goddamn it, I'm scared to send 
my children to church,’ that’s so relevant. All you 
hear about is priests molesting kids and all this 
right-wing Bible-thumping s---. | do believe in 
Jesus, but I'm scared to send my kid to your 
organized-religious crazy bulls---. | 
don't know if anybody's said that. 
[Maybe] some left-wing hippie that 
wants to legalize drugs, but not any- 
body right down the middle. And to 
put it in a way that touches people's 
souls, and takes ‘em to church with 
rock & roll, it's powerful.” 


“All Summer Long” 

“A friend asked me to listen to this 
beat, and I'm like, ‘No, I'm not doing a 
rap record.’ But he had ‘Werewolves of 
London’ over it, and | go, ‘God, it’s the 
same chord progression as “Sweet Home 
Alabama.”’ I'd been listening to all these 
mash-ups, so | said, let's do our own: take 
“Werewolves of London,’ put it with ‘Sweet 
Home Alabama,’ and write an original 
melody and lyric over it.” 


“Half Your Age” 

With its chorus “She's half your age and 
twice as hot,” this rude honky-tonky ballad 
seems to be praising Rock's girlfriend, May 
Andersen, at the expense of ex-wife Pamela 
Anderson, but "I've never said [the song] 
was about her. For the record. You can thank 
every f--—head attorney in the country for 
that. | even hate my own attorneys! | don't 
like getting specific [with whom the lyrics 
are about], but | would like to get specific 
that all the attorneys in the country can 
[engage Kid Rock in a sex act].” 


>EW.COM For more of Kid Rock's ranting, 
check out ew.com/kidrock 
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Robert Plant/ 
Alison Krauss 
Raising Sand 

October 23 

The upcoming, Ahmet 
Ertegun-honoring 
Led Zep reunion is 
nota huge surprise. A 
CD-length collabora- 
tion between rock god 
Plant and bluegrass 
queen Krauss? Much 
more so. But, in cover- 
ing the likes of Tom 
Waits, the Everly 
Brothers, and Doc 
Watson, the harmoniz- 
ing pair have discov- 
ered an unlikely, but 
lovely, middle ground. 


The Thrills 

Teenager 

October 23 

The Thrills have been 
delighting fans of jan- 
gly, ultra-melodic indie 
rock since their debut 
in 2003. Now on their 
third studio effort, the 
Irish band return with 
more sweet, mandolin- 
icious ditties to tug at 
the heartstrings. It’s 
no big departure— 
which makes the song 
“Nothing Changes 
Around Here” so ap- 
propriate—but in their 
case, that’s a good, 
even thrilling, thing. 


Carrie Underwood 
Carnival Ride 
October 23 

Though the instant 
country superstar 
only co-wrote one 
tune on her smash 
debut, she helped pen 
four this time, includ- 
ing first single “So 
Small.” Other tracks 
include a remake of 
Randy Travis’ “I Told 
You So,” “Wheel of 
the World” (which 
provides the album’s 
title imagery), and 
“Just a Dream” (about 
a dying soldier and 
his fiancée). 


Avenged Sevenfold 
Avenged Sevenfold 
October 30 

Metalcore went main- 
stream in 2005 with 
Avenged Sevenfold’s 
MTV smash “Bat 
Country,” and the 
Southern California 
band continues to trip 
the dark fantastic on 
this self-titled 
release, a blur of 
punishing guitars and 
menacing vocals. 


The Thrills 
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As Yet Untitled, December 


Ashlees 
ew 
Crowd 


Contrary to reports, Simpson, 22, 
confirms that Fall Out Boy 
beau Pete Wentz is not on 
her new disc. Neither is the 
Cure’s Robert Smith: “That 
was an in-my-wildest- 
dreams rumor.” However, 
here are some of the sur- 
prising names who are. 
—Shirley Halperin 


“| never made a record 
before where | stayed up 
until 4 a.m.!" Simpson 
says of working with pro- 
ducers Timbaland and 
the Neptunes’ Chad 
Hugo. “I was running 
back and forth between 
Chad in one studio 
and Tim's campin 
another!” A big Gym 
Class Heroes fan, 
the pop star also 
enlisted Travis 
McCoy, who raps 
on the track 
“Murder.” More 
help came cour- 
tesy of acclaimed 
Ethiopian songwriter 
Kenna. “I went to people 
who were more about discov- 
ering my life at a new time,” 
Simpson says. “I just felt like 
having fun, shaking my booty 
and having a party [vibe] in 
the studio.” Which pretty 
much sums up the album's 
synth-heavy sound, a combi- 
nation of Studio 54-era disco 
and early-MTV pop influ- 
enced by female-fronted 
bands from before she was 
born: Blondie, the Pretenders, 
and Missing Persons. “I saw 
YouTube clips of [Missing 
Persons singer] Dale Bozzio's 
performances and found her 
really inspiring. | love women 
who make a stand.” 
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Backstreet Boys 
Unbreakable 

October 30 

Pop’s most enduring 
boy band, Backstreet 
is back—minus Kevin 
Richardson—with an- 
other album’s worth of 
teary ballads. Craving 
a reprise of 2005's 
guilty pleasure 
“Incomplete”? Take 
“Unmistakable” fora 
spin and get those 
tissues ready. 


Levon Helm 
Dirt Farmer 
October 30 
Helm owned 
one of rock’s 
most beauti- 
fully sad voices 
even before hav- 
ing to endure botha 
battle with throat 
cancer and the 1999 
death of fellow Band 
member Rick Danko. 
Predictably, the drum- 
mer’s first solo studio 
album in 25 years— 
which includes a cover 
of Steve Earle’s “The 
Mountain”—is not 
lacking in perfectly 
honed country-folk 
mournfulness. 


I’m Not There 
Various Artists 
October 30 

How many acts musta 
man—in this case di- 
rector Todd Haynes— 
put on the soundtrack 
of a Dylan biopic? The 
answer, my friends, is 
alot: Jeff Tweedy, 
Sonic Youth, Karen O, 
Mason Jennings, Ed- 
die Vedder, Cat Power, 


Jack Johnson, Willie 
Nelson... Bob himself, 
meanwhile, is there 
in the form ofa 

1967 recording of the 
title track. 


November 


Chris Brown 
Exclusive 

November 6 

Having just turned 
18(!), Brown is defi- 
nitely feeling friskier 
on his sophomore 
disc. The “Run It” 
singer has love—or at 
least lust—on his 


mind with songs like 
the T-Pain-featuring 
“Kiss Kiss,” and the 
slow-jammerific “Take 
You Down.” And 
despite assists from 
producers will.i.am 
and Swizz Beatz, 
Brown pulls his 
weight by writing 
seven tracks. Look 
who's a big boy now! 


Nicole Scherzinger 
Her Name Is Nicole 
November 6 
Scherzinger leaves be- 
hind the other pretty 


kitties in her Pussycat 
Dolls burlesque/pop/ 
reality TV troupe 
with this long-in-the- 
works solo dise. 
There’s no shortage of 
production wattage: 
Timbaland, Polow Da 
Don, and Ne-Yo. The 
latter originally wrote 
the track “Save Me 
From Myself” for 
Britney Spears. 


Duran Duran 

Red Carpet Massacre 
November 13 

“The funky pathis a 
good path for us to 
take,” says singer 
Simon Le Bon of DD’s 
toe-tapping CD. Justin 
Timberlake helped 
the band get on the 
good foot, co-writing 
the propulsive “Nite 
Runner” and first sin- 
gle “Falling Down.” 


Ja Rule 

The Mirror 
November 13 

The Queens rapper 
spices up his latest 
tranche of thug-love 
jams with some 
attention-getting 
samples: “Father 
Forgive Me” finds 
Ja growling along to 
a prominent snippet 
of the Beatles’ 
“Eleanor Rigby,” 
while “300” features 
macho dialogue 
from the flick of the 
same name. 
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Little Big Town 

A Place to Land 
November 13 

This Nashville coed 
quartet scanned over 
a million of their last 
album, without ever 
rising above No. 51 on 
the Billboard 200 
chart. But they’re 
country more in name 
than in twang. If rock 
fans starved for 
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melody hear new 
songs like “Fine Line,” 
LBT could cross over 
in a big way. 


Seal 

System 

November 13 

For his fifth CD, Seal 
draws on the thumping 
drums of his house- 
music roots and the 
expertise of Madonna 
producer Stuart Price. 
With its blasting 
synths, the title track 
should heat up dance 
floors, while “Wedding 
Day”—written on the 
morning of his mar- 
riage to Heidi Klum— 
is asweet cooldown. 


Wu-Tang Clan 

The 8 Diagrams 
November 13 

Is Wu-Tang really 
forever? The hip-hop 
crew leaves no room 
for doubt on The 8 Di- 


The Underdogs (Beyoncé's “Listen”), 
Stargate (Beyoncé’s “Irreplaceable”) 


Lots of upbeat pop tracks, such as 

first single “Tattoo” and “One Step at a 
Time,” which Sparks describes as 
“really happy-go-lucky, roll down your 
windows. It's a feel-good song.” 


“I've got a song called “Overcome, ” 
Sparks says. “It's got a driving beat 
and it's really different. I’ve 

never sung a song like that.” 


Jordin Sparks 


agrams, its first al- 
bum since the 2004 
death of founding 
member OP Dirty 
Bastard. “Thug 
World” and ODB trib- 
ute “Life Changes” 
are vintage RZA 
beats, while “My Peo- 
ple Gently Weep” is a 
surreal Beatles 
reimagining (com- 
plete with help from 
George Harrison’s 
son, Dhani). 


Daft Punk 

Daft Punk Alive 2007 
November 20 

This year’s rare tour 
dates by French elec- 
tro duo and alleged 
robots Daft Punk have 
already become the 
stuff of dance-music 
legend. Now you can 
hear why: Recorded in 
Paris, this captures 
the duo at its bobom- 
ing, ecstatic best. 


Nov. 20 Nov. 27 


PRODUCERS 


SOUNDS LIKE 


STANDOUT TRACKS 


Audio Day Dream 


Ryan “Alias” Tedder (J. Lo’s “Do It Well”), 
J.R. Rotem (Rihanna's “S.0.S.") 


Lewis describes ADD as “your favorite 
mixtape that someone made you in 
the 80s." Helping him achieve the 
Reagan-era vibe: his trademark beat- 
boxing and a cameo by Doug E. Fresh. 


An as-yet-untitled collaboration with 
Idol cohort Chris Richardson. “We 
wrote it in 45 minutes. | got a beat 
from J.R. It was a little piano, three- 
chords, and this cool, simple beat.” 


DREAM COLLABORATORS 


“Christina Aguilera. | would love to 
work with her, except she would 
probably blow me out of the park.” 


“Definitely [Maroon 5's] Adam Levine. 
And Robin Thicke. I'm inspired by his 
albums—the first album especially.” 


December 


Wyclef Jean 

The Carnival Volume II 
(Memoirs of an 
Immigrant) 

December 4 

On his solo debut, 
1997’s The Carnival, 
Wyclef promised he’d 
be “Gone ‘Til Novem- 
ber.” Can it be any 
coincidence this 
loose sequel is drop- 
ping in that selfsame 
calendar month? 
Guest shots from T.L., 
Paul Simon, and 
Shakira are among 
the diverse highlights 
of Jean’s latest world- 
pop potpourri. 


Mariah Carey 

As Yet Untitled 
December 

The success of Carey’s 


comeback CD, 2005’s 
The Emancipation of 
Mimi, owed as much 
to producer Jermaine 
Duprias it did to the 
singer’s mighty pipes. 
So it’s no wonder Carey 
reteamed with the 
knob twiddler for her 
beat-driven follow-up, 
also featuring tracks 
by Stargate (Rihanna’s 
“Unfaithful”) 

and will.i.am. 


Written and reported by Clark Collis, Josette Compton, Leah Green- 
blatt, David Greenwald, Shirley Halperin, Beth Johnson, Tim Stack, 
Simon Vozick-Levinson, Margeaux Watson, Chris Willman 


IDOL Rematch: Jordin Sparks vs. Blake Lewis 


This year’s ‘American Idol’ winner, 17, and runner-up, 26, are racing to finish their 
respective albums by November. Here’s what to expect. —Tim Stack 
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A corrections officer. A Spanglish trio. 

Two French dudes who trumped Kanye. 

Read about these and other music discoveries, 
then hear them at ew.com/lOartists. 


Once upon a time, Sony created the 
best way to waich movies. The end. 


Sony makes movie cameras. Sony makes movies. And now we're making Sony Blu-ray Disc™ players. So you can 
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Sharon Jones and 
the Dap-Kings 


Who They Are Hipsters might recognize the 
funk-soul Dap-Kings from their work on Amy 
Winehouse’s Back to Black album. Less savory 
types might recognize vocalist Jones, 51, from 

New York’s Rikers Island prison, where she 
worked as a corrections officer before joining 

the group—which on Oct. 2 will release their 

third disc, 100 Days, 100 Nights. 

Why They're Exciting The nine-piece is so com- 
mitted to their chilled-out Motown vibe that they 
recorded 100 Days in analog. Perhaps this retro- 
ness is anod to Jones making up for lost time. “I 
didn’t [get booked] in the’70s and ’80s because 
they told me I was too dark-skinned, too short,” 
says the Georgia-raised singer. “I was born in the 
*50s, in the South. The KKK burned across in my 
grandfather’s yard. But I figured one day people 
would accept me for who I am.” —Adrienne Day 
EW.com Exclusive “It Hurts to Be Alone” 


2 | 
The DEY 


Who They Are Despite their Puerto Rican heri- 
tage, the DEY’s members—rappers Emilio “Yeyo” 
Cancio-Bello and Rafael “Divine” Torres, both 25, 

and singer Elan Luz Rivera, 22—represent three 
very different places. While Yeyo was asalsa and 
hip-hop fan in Puerto Rico, Divine was idolizing 

Big Pun in the Bronx and Elan was singing doo- 

wop on Broadway in Paul Simon’s The Capeman. 
For their debut, an EP titled The D.E.Y. Has Come 
(out Oct. 2), they wove those influences together. 
Why They're Exciting The Black Eyed Peas witha 
Latin twist, the DEY caught the ears of producers 
J.R. Rotem (Rihanna) and Stargate (Ne-Yo), who 
worked on Come. The disc’s energetic club cuts 
and swooning ballads (our favorite: “Taken”) are 
delivered in Spanish and English. It’s a sociopolit- 
ical statement, notes Divine, who adds, “[The 
Latino] community needs to be recognized.” Plus, 
it sounds damn sexy. “Spanish is a Romance lan- 
guage,” says Elan. “Who doesn’t understand ro- 
mance?” —Simon Vozick-Levinson 
EW.com Exclusive “No Looking Back” 


3 | 


Justice 

Who They Are Gaspard Augé, 28, and Xavier 
de Rosnay, 25, a French electro-punk-pop duo, 
take cues from Daft Punk. Fans include Justin 

Timberlake, who solicited a remix for his 
song “LoveStoned.” Recently, Justice 
received a VMA nomination for their single 
“D.A.N.C.E.,” off their debut, + (a.k.a. Cross). 
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Why They're Exciting These Gauls’ quirky 
sound effects and bone-crunching percussion are 
irresistible dance-floor fodder. Just ask Kanye 
West. When Justice’s “We Are Your Friends” (off 
an’03 EP) beat out his entry for Best Video at the 
2006 MTV Europe Music Awards, West stormed 
the stage, declaring that he deserved the statue 
instead. “It was the best promotion ever,” says 
Augé. “[He] was maybe a bit excited. Maybe too 
much champagne.” West has since become a fan, 
along with Justice’s homeland. “France got into 
us only six months ago,” says Augé. “It’s a very 
French thing to reject your own child.” —AD 
EW.com Exclusive “D.A.N.C.E. (Justice remix)” 


4] 
Alice Smith 


Who She Is This Washington, D.C., native is a 
seductive mix of Nina Simone and Alicia Keys. 
Last year, Smith, 29, dropped her indie debut, 
For Lovers, Dreamers & Me, to critical acclaim 
but weak sales. She'll rerelease the disc this 
month on her new label, Epic. “[We’re] just fresh- 
ening it up alittle bit,” she says, “because a lot of 
people really never heard it.” 

Why She's Exciting The lanky Smith may look 
delicate, but she has the pipes of a true blues 
chanteuse, as evidenced on tracks like the single 
“New Religion.” Childhood trips to her grand- 
ma’s farm in Georgia helped mold her husky, 
emotional sound. Says Smith, who’s already 
recording a follow-up CD in Hawaii: “ma 
black woman, and I essentially grew up in the 
South, so my voice is colored that way. 

No pun intended.” —Tim Stack 
EW.com Exclusive “Dream” (unreleased remix) 


® 
Josh Ritter 


Who He Is This year alone, the witty folkster, 
30, has warmed the stage for one of his idols 
(Bob Dylan) and shared the stage with another 
(Bruce Springsteen). Now, with the backing of 
Sony BMG/Victor, he’s poised to build on three 
albums’ worth of buzz with his acclaimed fourth, 
The Historical Conquests of Josh Ritter. 

Why He’s Exciting Ritter is arare example ofa 
musician who dignifies the legacy of those he em- 
ulates. For Conquests, that meant looking to Dylan 
and Johnny Cash. “When I first heard them sing, 
it was like listening to punk rock. Everything was 
played really sloppily—they were having fun, and 
that’s all that mattered.” As for the secret to Con- 
quests’ rustic feel? “I’ve always recorded in barns,” 
says the small-town Idaho native, who made the 
LP in an 18th-century Maine farmhouse. “They 
make me feel at home.” —Shirley Halperin 
EW.com Exclusive “To the Dogs or Whoever” 
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The Sony Cyber-shot camera. Now you can watch your photos 
like you watch your favorite TV shows. In High Definition. 


Great photos deserve to be seen. Which is precisely why we gave select Cyber-shot® cameras HD viewing 
capabilities. When connected fo your HDTV with the cradle or component cable (sold separately), HD viewing 
allows you fo experience a high-definition slideshow complete with music for all to enjoy. It's the only way to 
capture and view pictures. High Definition. It's in our DNA. sony.com/hdna 


Full HD 1080 available on select Sony BRAVIA models. Screen image simulated 


August 2007 Sony Electronics inc. All fights reserved. Reproduction in whole or in part without written permission is prohibited Sony BRAVIA, Cyber-shot, HONA ond “like fio.cther 
are trademarks of Sony. 


Features and specifications are subject to change without notice 
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6 ] 
T-Pain 


Who He Is A pair of singles (“I’m N Luv (Wita 
Stripper),” “I’m Sprung”) introduced us to this ss 
Florida-born R&B romantic in ’05. Still, it wasn’t *S, 
until this year that the 22-year-old (born Faheem ; 
Najm) became ubiquitous, guesting on tunes from 
R. Kelly (T’ma Flirt”), Bow Wow (“Outta My Sys- 
tem”), and Kanye West (“Good Life”). He’s alsoa 
solo star in his own right, racking up two hits— 
“Buy Ua Drank (Shawty Snappin’)” and “Bar- 
tender”—off his sophomore CD, Epiphany. 
Why He’s Exciting Not since Cher's “Believe” 
has an artist gotten as much mileage out of a vocal 
filter as T-Pain, who’s worked a note-bending 
autotune effect into each of his well-known tracks. 
(He’s kept the technology behind this sound a 
well-guarded secret.) Meanwhile, he’s proved 
himself a linguist of sorts, stoking the 
popularity of the R&B/hip-hop noun shawty, 
by way of “Drank” and his catchy hook for 
rapper Plies’ “Shawty.” “That’s what came from 
being country as s---,” T-Pain jokes. “Not being 
able to say shorty.” —SVL 
EW.com Exclusive “Calm the F--- Down” 


7) 
New Buffalo 


Who She !s Buffalo is Australian indie-folk 
sweetheart Sally Seltmann, 32. While she’s best 
known for “1234,” the infectious hit she wrote for 
Feist, her second solo CD, Somewhere, Anywhere, 
offers even more idiosyncratic gems. 

Why She’s Exciting The singer easily earns a spot 
on the continuum of eclectic, nightingale-voiced 
female performers, falling somewhere between 
Dido’s melodic mainstream appeal and the tricky 
instrumentations of indie-popster St. Vincent. 
Setting herself apart from her peers, Seltmann 
offers a collection of breezy ballads that employ, 
among other instruments, a 100-year-old piano 
and a computer. “I used to only write songs 
on piano and guitar,” she says. “Then I learned 
how to use [the music-production software] 
Pro Tools. I love to combine the two—the folk and 
the electronic worlds.” —Leah Greenblatt 
EW.com Exclusive “Versary” 


rs) Paramore 
LilMama 


Who She Is This sparkly-eyed rapper can’t even 
vote yet (she’s only 17!), but thanks to her break- 
out single “Lip Gloss,” she’s our nominee for Best 
New Female Rapper. Born in Harlem, the sweet 
and sassy Mama (née Niatia Kirkland) will re- 
lease her appropriately titled debut, Voice of the 
Young People, in November. 
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Why She's Exciting She can spit rhymes as con- 
fidently as Lil’ Kim, all the while making sure to 
keep her lyrics clean for her tween fan base. “I 
never curse in my rhymes,” she says, innocently 
sipping orange juice, “because I [have] pride.” 
Even Mama admits that’s an awfully mature atti- 
tude for a kid who could’ve spent the summer 
hanging at the pool instead of promoting her CD. 
“T’m growing up faster than I thought I would,” 
she concedes. “I gotta be more professional than 
some of my peers. They might feel like it’s play- 
time, but it’s really showtime.” —TS 
EW.com Exclusive “Brooklyn” 


9 
Robyn 


Who She Is Remember that adorable teen Swede 
whose anthem “Show Me Love” went top 10 in 
1997? Well, she’s grown up and then some. 
The electro-popper, 28, runs Konichiwa, her own 
indie imprint, and has enjoyed sizable success 
in Europe with her self-titled CD (which drops 
here Dec. 4) and its plaintive single 
“With Every Heartbeat.” 

Why She’s Exciting Robyn’s not the major-label 
moppet she once was—just check out the naughty 
“Konichiwa Bitches.” This revamp prompted 
Interscope to cut a deal to release Robyn in the 
US....but strictly on her terms. “I made this 
record on my own label, with no compromises,” 
she explains. “So coming back to the States with 
people not remembering me is nota problem. I 
feel no pressure, but I do have 10 years of experi- 
ence. I’m right where I want to be.” —LG 
EW.com Exclusive “Handle Me” 


© 


Paramore 
Who They Are Youth is not wasted on these 
Tennessee pop-punkers, ages 22 and under: The 
jaunty video for their nose-thumbing single 
“Misery Business” (off their album RIOT!) has 
thus far scored 13 million YouTube views. 
Why They're Exciting Fronted by the electric, 
18-year-old Hayley Williams (she of the Kool-Aid- 
colored coif), the quartet took its Internet buzz to 
the next level with crowd-rallying performances 
on this summer’s Warped Tour. With that success 
came the wistful realization that their lives have 
indelibly changed. “We were at Wal-Mart at, like, 
two in the morning, and they had all the back-to- 
school stuff,” says Williams. “It made me think, I 
would be getting ready to go to college right now 
and, like, decorating my dorm room!” Instead, the 
foursome will be enrolled in the school of rock, 
hitting Australia and Japan, then touring the 
States through the fall. —LG 
EW.com Exclusive “Decoy” 
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1. BROTHERS & SISTERS premiere 


ABC, bring on the drama! Justin’s in Iraq...while Calista 
Flockhart’s Kitty frets over what to wear for her wedding to 
the senator (Rob Lowe). Priorities, woman. Priorities! 


GOOD BADNOT EVIL, Black Lips 
Notorious for their raffish live performances, the 
drunk and disorderlies of this Atlanta-based four- 
some have assembled an alternately ramshackle 
and melodic garage-rock gem. 


AGENT ZIGZAG, by Ben Macintyre 
Nazi spook. MI5 agent. Noél Coward's 


homey. The story of Eddie Chapman 
is a thrilling if improbable one—and it 
just happens to be true. 


BEN FOSTER in ‘3:10 to Yuma’ 
A lot of guns are fired in this Western remake (star- 
ring Russell Crowe and Christian Bale), but none 
more ruthlessly than by Foster's explosive cowboy. 


“THE GOOD LIFE” video 
Kanye West's love letter to moolah comes to “Life” 
with an assist from omnipresent R&B crooner T-Pain 
and his vocoder, plus some Crayola-colored graphics. 


Teen skateboarder 
Ryan Sheckler 
grapples with 
emerging fame and 
familial upheaval in 
this MTV reality se- 
ries. The twist: It's 
actually touching. 


Ten Things We Love 
This Week 


TORCHWOOD 
Nefarious aliens (see dude 
at left) abscond! Special 
agent Captain Jack—who's 
bisexual and from the 51st 
century—is on the case in 
this delightful Doctor Who 
spin-off on BBC America. 


THE COMPLETE MANUAL OF 
THINGS THAT MIGHT KILL YOU 
Or a guide to how an innocent body ache of yours 
could go horribly wrong. Hypochondriacs: that itch 
you're feeling to read this book? Could be anthrax. 


GREAT WORLD OF SOUND 
Two chumps employed at a fraudulent label give heart 
to this searing, satiric film about the music business. 


MI READER’S CHOICE 
SEND YOUR PICKS TO EW.COM 


10. THE BUFFY MUSICAL 
EXTRAVAGANZA 


Nerd out with your local Scooby Gang 
(Rocky Horror-style) at this touring, big- 
screen viewing of the vamp series’ sing- 
along episode. (uncoolkids.com/buffy) 
Submitted by Robert Caplis 
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ENBREL is indicated for the treatment of 
adult patients (18 years or older) with chronic 
moderate to severe plaque psoriasis who are 
candidates for systemic therapy or phototherapy. 


What important information do | need to 
know about taking prescription ENBREL? 


ENBREL Is a type of protein called a tumor 
necrosis factor (TNF) blocker that blocks the 
action of a substance your body’s immune 
system makes called TNF. People with an 
immune disease, such as rheumatoid arthritis, 
ankylosing spondylitis, psoriatic arthritis, and 
psoriasis, have too much TNF in their bodies. 


ENBREL can reduce the amount of TNF in 
the body to normal levels, helping to treat 
your disease. But, in doing so, ENBREL can 
also lower the ability of your immune 
system to fight infections. 


All medicines have side effects, including 
ENBREL. Possible side effects of ENBREL include: 
¢Serious infections 


—Many occurred in people prone to 
infection, such as those with advanced or 
poorly controlled diabetes 


—Some serious infections have been fatal 
—Rare cases of tuberculosis have occurred 


© What not to do 


-Do not start ENBREL if you have an 
infection, such as an open sore or 
the flu, or are allergic to ENBREL or 
its components 

¢ What to do 

-Tell your doctor if you are prone 
to infection or have had hepatitis B 

—Stop ENBREL if a serious infection occurs 

-Contact your doctor if you have questions 
about ENBREL or develop an infection 


-Tell your doctor if you have ever been 
treated for heart failure 


FOR MODERATE TO SEVERE PLAQUE PSORIASIS 


eSerious nervous system disorders, 
such as multiple sclerosis, seizures, or 
inflammation of the nerves of the eyes 


—Tell your doctor if you have ever had 
any of these disorders or if you develop 
them after starting ENBREL 

eRare reports of serious blood disorders 

(some fatal) 

-Contact your doctor immediately if you 
develop symptoms, such as persistent 
fever, bruising, bleeding, or paleness 


© 2007 Amgen, Thousand Oaks, CA 91320 and Wyeth Pharmaceuticals Inc,, Philadelphia, PA 19101. All rights reserved. 


ein medical studies of all TNF blockers, 
including ENBREL, a higher rate of 
lymphoma (a type of cancer) was seen 
compared to the general population. 
The risk of lymphoma may be up to 
several-fold higher in rheumatoid arthritis 
and psoriasis patients 


-The role of TNF blockers, including 
ENBREL, in the development of lymphoma 
is unknown 


eENBREL can cause injection site reaction 
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ENBREL is available by prescription only. 


If you have any questions about this 
information, be sure to discuss them with 
your doctor. 


See the next page for Important Patient 
Information about ENBREL. 


Important Information for Patients About Enbrel® (etanercept) 


This brief summary of the package insert contains 
information for patients and their caregivers about 
ENBREL. This brief summary does not include all 
information about ENBREL and does not take the 
place of discussions with your doctor about your 
treatment. Please read this important information 
before you start taking ENBREL and discuss any 
questions about ENBREL with your doctor. 


What is the most important information | should 
know about ENBREL? 

ENBREL is a medicine that affects your immune system. 
ENBREL can lower the ability of your immune system to 
fight infections. Serious infections, including tuberculosis 
(1B), have happened in patients taking ENBREL. Some 
patients have died from these serious infections. 


Before starting ENBREL, tell your doctor if you: 

e think you have an infection 

are being treated for an infection 

e have signs of an infection, such as a fever, cough, 
flu-like symptoms 

© have any open sores on your body 

© get a lot of infections or have infections that keep 
coming back 

* have diabetes or an immune system problem. People 
with these conditions have a higher chance for 
infections. 

© have tuberculosis (TB), or if you have been in close 
contact with someone who has had tuberculosis 

© use the medicine Kineret® (anakinra) 

* have or have had hepatitis B 


After starting ENBREL, if you get an infection, any sign 
of an infection including a fever, cough, flu-like symptoms, 
or have any open sores on your body, call your doctor 
right away. 


ENBREL can make you more likely to get infections or 
make any infection that you may have worse. 


What is ENBREL? 
ENBREL is a medicine called a Tumor Necrosis Factor 
(TNF) blocker. ENBREL is used in adults to treat: 
© moderately to severely active rheumatoid 
arthritis (RA). ENBREL can be used alone or with a 
medicine called methotrexate. 
psoriatic arthritis. ENBREL can be used with 
methotrexate in patients who have not responded 
well to methotrexate alone. 
* ankylosing spondylitis (AS) 
* chronic, moderate to severe plaque psoriasis 


ENBREL is used in children with moderately to severely 
active polyarticular-course juvenile rheumatoid arthritis 
(JRA) after one or more JRA medicines have been used 
and not worked well. 


ENBREL can help reduce joint damage, and the signs 
and symptoms of the above mentioned diseases, People 
with these diseases have too much protein called tumor 
necrosis factor (TNF), which is made by your immune 
system. ENBREL can reduce the amount of TNF in the 
body to normal levels and block the damage that too 
much TNF can cause, but it can also lower the ability of 
your immune system to fight infections. See “What is the 
most important information | should Know about 
ENBREL?" and “What are the possible side effects of 
ENBREL?” 


Children must weigh at least 138 pounds to use 
ENBREL single-use prefilled SureClick™ 
autoinjector. Children who weigh less than 138 
pounds should use a different form of ENBREL. 


Sight has not been studied in children under 2 years 
of age. 


Who should not use ENBREL? 


Do not use ENBREL if you: 
¢ have an infection that has spread through your body 
(sepsis) 
© have ever had an allergic reaction to ENBREL 


What should you tell your doctor before starting 
ENBREL? 

ENBREL may not be right for you. Before starting 
ENBREL, tell your doctor about all of your health 
conditions, including if you: 

* have an infection. (See “What is the most 
important information | should know about 
ENBREL?") 

© have seizures, any numbness or tingling, or a 
disease that affects your nervous system such 
as multiple sclerosis 

* have heart failure 

* are scheduled to have surgery 

© are scheduled for any vaccines. All vaccines 
should be brought up-to-date before starting 
ENBREL. Patients taking ENBREL should not receive 
live vaccines. 

* are allergic to rubber or latex. The needle shield 
on the single-use prefilled SureClick™ autoinjector 
contains latex, 


Tell your doctor if you are pregnant, planning to 
become pregnant, or breastfeeding. 

ENBREL has not been studied in pregnant women or 
nursing mothers, 


Pregnancy Registry: Amgen has a registry for pregnant 
women exposed to ENBREL. The purpose of this registry 
is to check the health of the pregnant mother and her 
child. Patients are encouraged to contact the registry 
themselves or ask their doctors to contact the registry for 
them by calling 1-877-311-8972. 


Tell your doctor about all the medicines you take 
including prescription and nonprescription 
medicines, vitamins and herbal supplements. 
Your doctor will tell you if it is okay to take your other 
medicines while taking ENBREL. Especially, tell your 
doctor if you take: 
¢ Kineret® (anakinra), You have a higher chance for 
serious infections when taking ENBREL with 
Kineret®. 
© cyclophosphamide. You may have a higher chance 
for getting certain cancers when taking ENBREL 
with cyclophosphamide. 
Know the medicines you take. Keep a list of them to 
show your doctor and pharmacist each time you get a 
new medicine. 


What are the possible side effects of ENBREL? 


Serious side effects have happened in people taking 
ENBREL, including: 
* Serious Infections. See “What is the most 
important information | should know about 
ENBREL?" 


© Nervous system problems such as Multiple 
Sclerosis, seizures, or inflammation of the nerves of 
the eyes have occurred in rare cases. Symptoms 
include numbness or tingling, problems with your 
vision, weakness in your arms and legs, and 
dizziness. 

Blood problems. In rare cases, your body may not 
make enough of the blood cells that help fight 
infections or help stop bleeding. This can lead to 
death. Symptoms include a fever that doesn't go 
away, bruising or bleeding very easily, or looking 
very pale. 

Heart failure including new heart failure or 
worsening of heart failure you already have. 


AMGEN’ 
Wyeth’ 


Marketed by Amgen and 
Wyeth Pharmaceuticals 


Ei 


etanercept 


Symptoms include shortness of breath or swelling 
of your ankles and feet. 

° Allergic reactions. Signs of an allergic reaction 
include a severe rash, a swollen face, or trouble 
breathing. 

* Immune reactions including a lupus-like 
syndrome. Symptoms include a rash on your face 
and arms that gets worse in the sun. Symptoms 
may go away when you stop taking ENBREL. 

¢ Lymphoma (a type of cancer). People with 
rheumatoid arthritis or psoriasis may have a higher 
chance for getting lymphoma. 


Call your doctor right away if you develop any of the 
above symptoms. 


Common side effects of ENBREL include: 

¢ Injection site reactions such as redness, rash, 
swelling, itching, or bruising. These symptoms 
usually go away within 3 to 5 days. If you have pain, 
redness or swelling around the injection site that 
doesn't go away or gets worse, call your doctor. 

© Upper respiratory infections (sinus infections) 

© Headaches 


These are not all the side effects with ENBREL. Ask your 
doctor or pharmacist for more information. 


How do | take ENBREL? 

ENBREL is given by injection under the skin. You should 
use ENBREL under the guidance of your doctor. Do not 
administer ENBREL until you have been trained by a 
qualified health care professional in how to inject ENBREL, 


Adults 

The recommended dosage for ENBREL for adult patients 
with RA, psoriatic arthritis, or AS is 50 mg per week 
given under the skin. The recommended dosage for adult 
patients with plaque psoriasis is a 50 mg dose twice a 
week (3 or 4 days apart) given for 3 months. After 3 
months, the dosage is reduced to 50 mg once a week, 


Children 

The recommended dose of ENBREL for children with 
juvenile rheumatoid arthritis is based upon the child's 
body weight. Your child's doctor will tell you the correct 
amount of ENBREL your child should take. 


What should | do if | miss a dose of ENBREL? 

If you forget to take ENBREL when you are supposed to, 
contact your doctor to find out when to take your next 
dose of ENBREL. 


General Information about ENBREL 

Medicines are sometimes prescribed for purposes not 
mentioned in a Patient Information leaflet. Do not use 
ENBREL for a condition for which it was not prescribed, 
Do not give ENBREL to other people, even if they have 
the same condition. It may harm them and it is against 
the law. 


This is a summary of the most important information 
about ENBREL. If you would like more information, talk 
with your doctor. You can ask your doctor or pharmacist 
for information about ENBREL that was written for health 
care professionals. For more information call 1-888- 
4ENBREL (1-888-436-2735). 


ENBREL is available by prescription only. 


This brief summary is based on ENBREL Physician and 
Patient Prescribing Information revised on December 01, 
2006. 


Manufactured by Immunex Corporation 
Thousand Oaks, CA 91320 


Immunex U.S. Patent Numbers: 5,395,760; 5,605,690; 5,945,397; 6,201,105; 6,572,852; Re. 36,755 
© 2006 Amgen, Thousand Oaks, CA 91320 and Wyeth Pharmaceuticals Inc., Philadelphia, PA 19101. 


All rights reserved. 
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APER'+ WILLIAM + JENNY DOWNHAM’S ‘BEFORE |DIE’ 


I'm Not There 


Battle for Haditha 


Owen Gleiberman 


The folks who gather at film festivals—publicists, 
critics, executives—tend to be a cynical lot. The 


post-screening chatter, even when lubricated (as 
it so often is) by an abundance of free cocktails, is 
| generally driven by as much grousing as praise. 


So it was an unusual pleasure to confront the 
32nd Toronto International Film Festival. Simply 
put, it was such an extraordinary year, with sucha 
a] bumper crop of audacious filmmaking, that for 
once I found no one complaining about it. People 


Our critics agree: Th is yea rs were high on what they saw. What the movies had 


in common wasn’t just “quality” but the quality of 


To ronto Film Festival contained a obsession. Over and over, I got drawn into a direc- 
cinematic mu It itu d e— Tre m th e tor’s itchy desire to make his or her fixation ours. 


Nowhere was this dynamic more exhilarating 


star-driven to the tiny surprises. — thanin , Todd Haynes’ tricky, deep- 
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vision meditation on the music and mythology of 
Bob Dylan. Haynes, in his first effort since 2002’s 
Far From Heaven, creates a reverie of amovie—a 
biopic deconstructed into a dream—that inter- 
cuts half a dozen actors, from Heath Ledger to 
Richard Gere, as they embody Dylan (or, rather, 
thinly fictionalized iconic versions of him) at key 
periods in his life. The movie pivots around the 
notion that Dylan was as much of acreation, a 
character, as anything in his songs, and that his 
mystique of authenticity was the most created 
thing about him. This is played out most tellingly 
in the film’s riff on the 1965 Don’t Look Back 
Dylan—played, under frizzy hair and Wayfarers, 
by Cate Blanchett, who does a spectacular, wily, 
soul-on-the-sleeve enactment of Dylan’s quest 
for incandescence in a media culture that couldn’t 
contain him. /’m Not There may sound academic, 
but it plays like the headiest musical ever made. 

I savored a different kind of primal movie power 
in , directed by 
the 83-year-old Sidney Lumet with the vigor and 
cunning and wide-awake electricity of a virtuoso 
half his age. Philip Seymour Hoffman and Ethan 
Hawke, as dissolute, embattled brothers who try to 
change their destiny by knocking off theirs parents’ 
hole-in-the-mall jewelry store, give scisiik 
performances, and the spectacular ui 
their crime has some of the mad doy desperation 
of Lumet’s Dog Day Afternoon. only rendered 
with the structural gamesmanship of Quentin 


hraveling of 


Tarantino, as well as a seething family grandeur 
powerful enough to evoke Eugene O’Neill. 

When you hear a movie referred to as a “crowd- 
pleaser,” you know that you're going to be majorly 
entertained...or mightily pandered to. There were 
two such comedies in Toronto, , about a preg- 
nant teenager who decides to give up her baby for 
adoption to a troubled yuppie couple Jennifer 
Garner and Jason Bateman), is an original funky 
charmer, with aremarkable performance by Hard 
Candy’s Ellen Page as the knocked-up heroine, 
who speaks in her own precociously discombobu- 
lated Google-generation info-sarcasm. 

, on the other hand, lets Ryan Gosling 
mug with adorable abandon as a troubled dimwit 
who falls chastely in love with a mannequin sex 
doll, a relationship his whole town encourages— 
all, you see, as a “heartwarming” form of therapy. 

It was fascinating to watch noted filmmakers 
yrapple with the morass of Iraq. is 
a scaring eye-opener of a docu-style drama—an 
often brilliant attempt by Nick Broomfield to re- 
veal the war, from both sides, at ground level. We 
see the nuts and bolts of how desperate insurgents 
plant and detonate a roadside bomb, and then we 
see the U.S. retaliation, as Broomfield restages 
one of the war’s notorious calamities, a slaughter 
of civilians in Haditha. Brian De Palma tries for 
something similar in , filtering the action 
through a dozen multimedia formats (home 
video, fake documentary, Internet), but the whole 


tone of the movie is woefully, almost cringingly 
inauthentic. The soldiers sound like Off Off 
Broadway actors, hamming up the badass bluster 
Broomfield captures with far greater dexterity. 

Don’t be fooled by the homespun title of 
Jonathan Demme’s ; 
This portrait of the former president is built almost 
entirely around the book tour for his controversial 
Palestine: Peace Not Apartheid, and the movie is a 
gripping meditation on the very hot-button-ness 
of the Israeli-Palestinian question. Carter him- 
self emerges as a furious contradiction: pious, 
provocative, compassionate, stubborn, moral, un- 
reasonable, and wise. A far less ambiguous profile 
in courage is , aplucky portrait of fabled 
screenwriter Dalton Trumbo, who was arguably 
the most valiant member of the Hollywood Ten. 
It provides an intimate window into the terror of 
the blacklist, more so than any previous film. 

Ramin Bahrani’s shows a mastery of 
astyle that might be called neo-neorealism. At 
times, though, I wished this tale of a boy hustler 
living over a sleazy Queens auto-repair shop had 
less observational purity and a bit more drive. 

It’s an irony for zombie-film scholars to ponder 
that George Romero, who defined the genre, is 
now toiling at its margins like an indie kid witha 
handheld camera. In 

, the exploding-head kills give you some of 
that splatterific, no, he didn’t! kick, but the story is 
Friday the 13th gone the way of all decayed flesh. 

I much preferred my extremes with a touch of 
poetry, and so I gravitated to the Werner Herzog 
doc , aspooky and 
gorgeous trip into the enigma that is Antarctica. 
It’s the perfect subject for Herzog, and he makes 
good on it, descending deep into the frozen lunar 
mysteries of the polar ice cap and the friendly, 
eccentric science-geek community that toils to 
understand it. Like all the best films I saw at 
Toronto this year, this one pulls you inside its ob- 


session and holds you there until you feel cleansed. 
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Dan Burns is America’s 


top advice columnist, 


but when it comes 


to his own life.... 
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Lisa Schwarzbaum 


At first I didn’t recognize Nicole Kidman in 
, and not just because of what 

appear to be alterations in the planes of her chis- 
eled face. No, the Kidman who plays the title role 
in Noah Baumbach’s follow-up to The Squid and 
the Whale—another pleasurable/painful thumb- 
press on the bruises of family dynamics, in what’s 
fast becoming identifiable as the Baumbach 
Maneuver—gives herself fully to playing a woman 
of weirdly thrilling neuroses. This Kidman doesn’t 
flutter or erect a protective screen between herself 
and her role as an admired, high-maintenance 
writer who reenacts ancient battles with 
Jennifer Jason Leigh as her estranged sister. 
Rather, this Kidman locates the monster that 
resides, with special privileges, in successful, 
cultured, “upscale” people. Hers is a great per- 
formance in an astute movie that searches for 
psychological truth at the expense of comfort. 

Which, come to think of it, is a good definition 
for the best of what I saw this year at the Toronto 
Film Festival: original, accomplished, adult movies 
about very imperfect people behaving very 
imperfectly. Take , a bracingly 
unsweetened drama by Austrian filmmaker 
Stefan Ruzowitzky pulled from the inexhaustible 
Holocaust archives—a survival tale that turns 
Schindler’s List on its head. The “hero” is a 
genius Jewish con artist who, thrown into 


Mauthausen concentration camp, is put to work 
by the Nazis counterfeiting British and American 
money for the benefit of the Third Reich. 
Except he’s nota hero, just acompromised guy 
with quick wits, an urge to live, and a bit of luck. 
, arespectful literary adaptation of 
Ian McEwan’s acclaimed 2002 novel, features a 
young girl who tells a lie and ruins many people’s 
lives for years to come—not least her own. The 
story’s cinematic grip is likely to be strongest on 
those who don’t compare the movie’s blandly 
pretty scenery (and Keira Knightley’s distractingly 
hollow cheekbones, her clotheshorse postures) 
with the precision of the author’s commanding lan- 
guage. The moral quandary, at least, has not been 
softened a whit, and the last section, with Vanessa 
Redgrave pitching in, is still a satisfying shocker. 
Men behave exceedingly badly, to a moviegoer’s 
great delight, in ! 
Sidney Lumet’s sly demonstration of the cesspool 
effect of accumulating misdeeds features Philip 
Seymour Hoffman and Ethan Hawke as two 
weasel brothers (Hoffman’s characteristically 
generous embrace of weaselability inspires 
Hawke to do his best work since Training Day). 
And the uglier and more desperate the conse- 
quences, the more invigorating and juiced up the 
storytelling. That same inversion of personal 
goodness and movie payoff goes for 
, with George Clooney biting into the title 
role of a disheartened, dead-eyed legal fixer in 
Tony Gilroy’s superior, cynical thriller. And, 
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...He doesn’t have a clue. 


> fF [bs ¥e E C MASUR. E» bk. 8 


2 


sheesh, although I know my colleague Owen 
Gleiberman disagrees, nothing at Toronto 
matched the oomph and excitement of David 
Cronenberg’s , with its head- 
butting collision of genre pic and moral study. 
(See for yourself; it’s now in a theater near you.) 
To be sure, not every movie built on moral 
dilemma hit the mark. employs Jake 
Gyllenhaal, Reese Witherspoon, and Mery] Streep, 
among pedigreed others, to explore justice, injus- 
tice, and the slippery boundary between each in 
the name of American national security, but loses 
its energy before an audience can muster the 
desired outrage and concern. , Amos 


Gitai’s provocative drama set during the Israeli 


A sampling of critics from across the country grade 10 current releases. 
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Jar City 


aution 


withdrawal from Gaza, almost cancels out the 
power of its disengagement scenes with a whole 
lot of piffling craziness from an unlikely eyewit- 
ness played by Juliette Binoche. ; 
Ang Lee’s inert period piece set during pre- 
Revolution Shanghai, manages to make betrayal, 
deception, and violent graphic sex barely more 
exciting than the exertions of society ladies 
snapping mah-jongg tiles. 

But then, at Toronto, the unpublicized side 
streets of programming are often more rewarding 
than the big stuff. I was seduced by Ira Sachs’ 

, alittle beauty set in well-mannered 
1949, which has fun with bad behavior among 
attractive cheaters. (Starring Pierce Brosnan, 
Chris Cooper, Patricia Clarkson, and Rachel 
McAdams, the road to mischief is deliciously 
acted.) And in Baltasar Kormakur’s singularly 
eccentric Icelandic thriller , questions of 
murder and rape vie for attention with the 
ethics of genetic testing. 

Against such moral weightiness and ina 
festival destined by the calendar to be linked 
forever in memory with the fall of innocence 
that took place six years ago on September 11, a 
global charmer like arrives light 
and welcome as a bouquet of balloons. The 
musicians in question are an Egyptian police 
band, spiffy in their formal blue uniforms and 
ready to perform at a booking—but completely 
lost at the wrong address in an Israeli desert 
town. Writer-director Eran Kolirin pairs a 
marvelous Sasson Gabai as the group’s digni- 
fied, sad-faced conductor with the indispensable 
Ronit Elkabetz (Late Marriage) as the sexy, 
no-nonsense Israeli café owner who becomes 
his tour guide. The filmmaker maneuvers a 
path of surprising freshness—sweet but never 
syrupy, funny but never condescending, hope- 
ful but never unrealistic, even in a world where 
truth also can feel lost at the wrong address. @ 
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Western Standard 


An epic frontier tale looks back at the legendary outlaw 
Jesse James through a modern, fame-obsessed lens. 


BY LISA SCHWARZBAUM 


The Assassination 
of Jesse James by 
the Coward Robert 
Ford—a haunting 
retelling of one of 
BradPitt, | the enduring out- 
Casey Affleck law sagas in Ameri- 
R,160 mins. | canculture—is shot 
(Warner Bros.) | by the brilliant 
= ; cinematographer 
Roger Deakins in a wide-open geogra- 
phy of moody skies and fields plaintive 
with bent light and shadow. Yet the 
psychological heart of the matter 
is dark, secretive, and daringly 
interior. This masterful Western 
by New Zealand filmmaker Andrew 
Dominik (Chopper), based on the 1983 
book by Ron Hansen, dips into the 
genre-bending influences of wild-card 
Westerns from the late ’60s and’70s like 
Bonnie and Clyde and Days of Heaven 
for its elegiacally fatalistic tone. Yet the 
picture emerges with something very 
much plaguing the 21st century on its 
mind—a cool acceptance of lethal para- 
noia as the natural state brought on by 
the weight of too much legend building 
and the warp of too much unrequited 
fandom. The charismatic, bank- 


robbing, gunslinging James, after all, 
was shot in the back by a puny would-be 
tagalong who claimed to be the gang 
leader’s biggest fan, and this is one rue- 
ful recounting of how it all went down. 
Stories about the loneliness of celebrity 
and the dangers of firearms rarely get 
starker or more mesmerizing than that. 
Brad Pitt plays James with a tired- 
eyed, authoritative understanding of 
fame’s traps (he won the acting prize at 
the Venice Film Festival for his work), 
anda revelatory Casey Affleck 
brings Ford to life with a mature 
sense of an underling’s craven, 
fawning petulance. But so true to 
its own lights is Dominik’s artful 
creation that a// the actors (the ster- 
ling cast includes a fine Sam Rockwell 
as Ford’s brother, Sam Shepard as 
Jesse’s older brother, and Mary-Louise 
Parker as Jesse’s wife) fit effortlessly 
into the larger narrative landscape, 
none too big for their britches. The 
nervy style of this newfangled Western, 
with its eerie, insinuating score by Nick 
Cave and Warren Ellis, is so effective 
that long after Pitt and Affleck have 
left the screen, emotional disturbance 
lingers like gun smoke. 
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Everyone’s 
a Critic 


LETTER 
OF 
‘FURY’ 


DEAR OWEN... I've 
never responded to 
a movie reviewer 
before, but | feel 
you did a disserv- 
ice to a very good 
movie. As an adult 
woman who loves 
comedy, it is 
sometimes hard to 
find a film that is 
just good fun, not 
sexist, gross, or 
offensive in any 
way. Balls of Fury 
is a cute end-of- 
summer movie 
you can take your 
kids to. | have to 
admit that when 

| first saw the lead 
actor | thought, 
"Jack Black," but 
was soon happy 
to see that he 
turned in a sensi- 
tive, sweet perfor- 
mance that had 
no trace of the 

sly, wink-to-the- 
audience thing 
that Black does. 
And, come on, the 
crazy juxtaposition 
of Christopher 
Walken’s casual 
mobster patter 
with his geisha 
villain appearance 
was Hi-LAR-ious! 
He had me at 
“okeydokey arti- 
chokey."—Leslee 
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World of Wander 


Director Sean Penn captures America’s wide-open allure in this somber 
but stunning emotional odyssey. BY OWEN GLEIBERMAN 


Occasionally, I’ll pass a home- 
less person who is obviously a 
slumming middle-class kid in 
nose rings, and when I do, I 


Intothe 
Wild 

Emile Hirsch, 
Hal Holbrook 


R, 149 mins. generally have to stifle the 
(Paramount | desire to bark out something 
Vantage) | like “Go back to Seattle!” I felt 


stirrings of that sentiment dur- 

ing the early scenes of Into the Wild, Sean Penn’s 
adaptation of the Jon Krakauer best-seller—a 
true-life adventure that is really a descent. The 
film is set in the early 90s, when Christopher 
McCandless (Emile Hirsch), who is just out of 
college, leaves the privileged life he has known to 
become a self-styled vagabond. He exits his 
existence, donating his savings ($24,292) to 
Oxfam, dropping out in the style of a’60s 
hippie-tramp who’s trashed all ambition. 

Here, though, there is no counterculture 
to second his voyage. He’s spiritually out on his 
own. Christopher isn’t rebelling against anything 
too remarkable. On the road, he gripes about the 
evils of “society,” and he nurses family wounds: 
the father (William Hurt) who was a materialist, 
and violent, too; the mother (Marcia Gay Harden) 
who enabled him. Playing this bitter young 
dreamer, Emile Hirsch is baby-faced and placid, 
with serious knitted eyebrows and a pouf of 
George Michael-in-the-wild hair. Sexy, with an 
entitled aura, he could almost be part of Vincent 
Chase’s entourage. I thought: What does this 
dude have to escape from? What is his problem? 

The beauty of Into the Wild, which Penn has 
written and directed with magnificent precision 


and imaginative grace, is that what Christopher 
is running from is never as important as what 
he’s running to. He craves splendor and risk, a 
way of shaking off his suburban numbness. And 
he craves it so badly that he gets addicted to it. 
He’s a Gen-X Candide who blends striving with 
flaming out until you can’t tell the difference. 
Wandering the desert with a volume of Thoreau 
in hand, kayaking his way down the Colorado 
River without rowing skills (or a permit), finally 
voyaging into the mountains of Alaska, as far 
from humanity as he can get, he takes ajourney 
of recklessness that maybe only a privileged kid 
could have imagined. Yet there’s a bravery to its 
indulgence. He’s going nowhere, just living, 
maybe dying—and embracing the adventure. 
Into the Wild delivers his journey to your 
senses. It’s an intensely physical movie, yet 
it’s never just physical. Every image (rivers, 
highways, icy mountains) tells its own story—of 
a terrain that must be met, and then conquered. 
The people Christopher meets, and touches, 
along the way are as much a part of the trip as his 
crash course in wilderness survival. Catherine 
Keener and Brian Dierker as hippie wanderers, 
Hal Holbrook (in aluminous performance) as an 
old man cocooned in his loneliness—these are 
quietly distressed hangers-on of the sort you 
rarely see in movies. You can feel Penn, along 
with his hero, struggling to locate a hidden 
America. Into the Wild is a little too long, yet 
Christopher’s deliverance, in a rusty abandoned 
“magic bus” in Alaska, has a darkling purity that 
will haunt anyone willing to take the trip. A= 
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Helvetica 
Unrated, 80 mins. 
(Plexifilm) 


As Gary Hustwit's percep- 
tive documentary makes 
wittily clear, there's 
nothing neutral about the 
unadorned, ubiquitous 
Helvetica typeface, brought 
forth upon the literate 
earth 50 years ago ina 
burst of modernist Swiss 
graphic design and now as 
common as the look of an 
IRS tax form. Some of the 
charming design mavens 
interviewed love the egali- 
tarian simplicity of the let- 
terforms; other type-y types 
hate the oppressive bland- 
ness. Even viewers who've 
never given a serif a sec- 
ond thought, though, are in 
for an exclamation point of 
joy from such a well- 
designed doc. A=—LS 


| 
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The Jane Austen 
| BookClub 

Emily Blunt, Hugh 
Dancy, Jimmy Smits 
PG-13, 105 mins. (Sony) 


There's comfort to be had 
in the plot geometry of this 
photogenic adaptation of 
Karen Joy Fowler's 2004 
best-seller. Behold six 
Austen books, six book- 
club members who meet 
over the course of six 
months, six California 
lifestyle stories that echo 
the romantic dilemmas 

| faced by Austen's charac- 
ters, and one chance to see 
The Devil Wears Prada's 
Emily Blunt as a prissy 
high school French teacher 
who bugs the group with 
her airs. For a visual bonus, 
Hugh Dancy appears in 
bike shorts as the lone 
male Jane-ite. B—LS 


) lron Man 


No wonder this lit up 
Comic-Con. Snarky-as- 
hell Robert Downey Jr. + 
Black Sabbath + flying 
robot suits = Awesome 


The Bucket List 


How much saccharine 
do you like? ‘Cause this 
Morgan Freeman—Jack 


. Nicholson elder fare is 


almost too sweet. B 


Stephen King’s The Mist 
Not too bad—well-acted, 
rich with an eerie, King- 
style vibe—until they 
actually show us what's 

» inthe mist. Jeez...C 


Youth Without Youth 
Beautiful images from 
Francis Ford Coppola... 
that signify nothing. 
Intriguing, I'll give it that. 
B —Mare Bernardin 
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The Brave One 


Jodie Foster's vigilante 
drama took the weekend's 
top spot and gave the 

star her fourth No. 1 open- 
ing in five years. But with 
only $13.5 million, Brave's 
bow is Foster's lowest since 
1999's Anna and the King. 


WEEKEND 
GRoss* 


$13.5 


NUMBER OF 
SITES ¢ 


WEEKEND 
PER SITE 
AVERAGE 


PERCENTAGE) WEEKSIN 
CHANGE RELEASE 


2,755 $4,890 


THE BRAVE ONE | 


3:10 TO YUMA 


$8.9 


2,667 $3,349 


MR. WOODCOCK 


© After sitting on the shelf for 
over two years, Billy Bob Thorn- 
ton’s latest high-concept, low- 
taste comedy opened almost as 
badly as the Oscar winner's 
similarly panned ‘School for 
Scoundrels’ did last year. 


$8.8 


2,231 $3,927 _ 


SUPERBAD 


$511 


2,910 


GROSS TO 
DATE 


$8.8 


DRAGON WARS 


© This week’s winner for Most 
Self-Explanatory Title was 
produced in South Korea, where it 
has already grossed over $52 mil- 
lion. But apparently something 
was lost in translation: The movie 
was trashed by many of the 
same critics who went wild for its 
genre compatriot, ‘The Host,’ 
back in March. 
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HALLOWEEN 


THE BOURNE ULTIMATUM 


$1,580 


$1,754 -32 
$2,214 = 
$1,595 -49 


BALLS OF FURY 


$1,205 


RUSH HOUR 3 


MR. BEAN'S HOLIDAY 


$1,496 


SHOOT ‘EM UP 


THE NANNY DIARIES 


HAIRSPRAY 


STARDUST 


HARRY POTTER 5 


WAR 


$839 


ACROSS THE UNIVERSE 


© Art-house audiences got high 
off the trippy visuals and all- 
Beatles soundtrack in this musi- 
cal ode to the ’60s from director 
Julie Taymor (‘Frida’), giving 
‘Universe’ a robust $29,034 per- 


$29,034 


THE SIMPSONS MOVIE 


screen average. 


$828 


DEATH AT A FUNERAL 


| NOW PRONOUNCE YOU CHUCK... 


$0.6 


$1,922 


$920 
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tINCLUDES SOME MULTISCREEN THEATERS AND PRINTS SHIPPED AS WELL AS INDIVIDUAL SCREENS 
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CABO UNO” 


TEQUILA ANEJO RESERVA 


- FROM CABO WABO 


ANUREW COOPER (<) 


DeathProof | Quentin Tarantino’s never been 
KurtRussell, | shy about his geek love. When 

RosarioDawson | the Pulp Fiction director name- 
Unrated, | checks an arcane samurai im- 


113 mins.,2007 | portor blaxploitation cheapie 
~~ in one of his films, it’s a form of 
video-store semaphore to the droolers in the 
house. It both signals how big his B-movie brain is 
and hips the faithful to his cult passions—kind of 
like the guitarist of an obscure indie band wearing 
the T-shirt of an even more obscure band on stage. 

When Grindhouse hit theaters in April, audiences 
were given more than just two films for the price of 
one (Tarantino’s road-rage flick Death Proofand 
Robert Rodriguez’s zombie apocalypse Planet 
Terror). They were given a ride—a ride through the 
infectiously diseased brains of its creators. Vintage 
promo reels introduced the films; trailers for fake 
exploitation movies unspooled at intermission; 
scratchy, hiccuping prints with “missing reels” 
gave off a giddy whiff of 42nd Street depravity. 

So it’s a huge disappointment that a new two- 
disc version of Death Proof strips the Grindhouse 
experience of everything that made it special in 
the first place. No longer are Tarantino’s and 
Rodriguez’s films piggybacked as a bloody double 
feature; they’re being released separately (Planet 
Terror comes out Oct. 16). It’s a colossal mistake. 
And if the idea is to bundle them together again at 
a later date, well, that’s just a cynical rip-off. 


a Of ‘Proof’ 


Death does not become him: 
Quentin Tarantino’s extended 
grindhouse film hits the skids. 
BY CHRIS NASHAWATY 


So without Rodriguez’s film and those wonderful 
fake trailers, what are we left with? Basically, it’s 
the version of Death Proof that Tarantino unveiled 
at this year’s Cannes Film Festival—an unrated and 
extended edition that “finds” the theatrical ver- 
sion’s “missing reels” and clocks in at 30 minutes 
longer. The story’s the same: Russell plays Stunt- 
man Mike, a psychotic stunt driver who stalks 
two sets of gabby, easy-on-the-eyes young women 
from behind the wheel of a souped-up muscle car. 

Aping the Swiss-watch-precision plot mechan- 
ics of an’80s slasher film, Tarantino introduces the 
victims through talky scenes in bars and backseats, 
setting the table for the body count to come. As 
they riff on guys, weed, and movies like Vanishing 
Point, his tight-T-shirted cast becomes a distaff 
version of the guys in Reservoir Dogs debating 
“Like a Virgin.” A little of this goes a long way. 

Still, when crunch time comes, Death Proof 
kicks into overdrive. The crash and chase scenes 
are thrilling, especially a bravura 18-minute 
sequence in which stuntwoman/actress Zoé Bell 
bucks on the hood of a speeding Dodge Chal- 
lenger being rammed by Russell. But is that 
enough? Probably, if we hadn’t already been given 
more. Anda second disc of ho-hum featurettes 
(alook at the film’s stunt drivers, cast interviews) 
doesn’t begin to make up for it. In the end, what’s 
missing from Death Proof is the grindhouse expe- 
rience. Quentin, where did our geek love go? B= + Dawson's toes. 
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Road Warrior 


Jim Jarmusch’s wanderlust 
drama is Paradise for indie-film fans. 
BY MISSY SCHWARTZ 


Stranger | “It’s funny, you come some- 
Than | place new and everything looks 
Paradise | just the same,” muses Eddie 
John Lurie, | (Edson) to his buddy Willie 
RichardEdson, | (Lurie) after arriving in Ohio. 


It’s a perfect line, delivered 
with the nonchalance that de- 
fines Jim Jarmusch’s minimal- 
ist meditation ona trio of misfits who wander 
across the U.S. The movie put Jarmusch smack in 
the center of the American indie-film map 23 years 
ago. And thanks to abeautiful restoration from 
Criterion, we can now savor every reason why. 
Shot in crisp black and white, the film is a series 
of 67 single takes punctuated by moments of black 
screen. Jarmusch structured the script that way to 
suit his rock-bottom budget (around $100,000); 
now, of course, it’s impossible to imagine the story 
unfolding any other way. At one point, Willie’s Hun- 
garian cousin (Balint) rocks out to 1950s bluesman 


Eszter Balint 
R, 89 mins., 1984 | 


Maniac on the Floor 


Welder. Stripper. Steel-town girl on a Saturday night, lookin’ for the 
fight of her life. Alex (Jennifer Beals) is the female Rocky. Even without 
Beals’ participation, the ‘Flashdance’ collector’s edition is a knockout. 


CASTING DOUBT Though Beals was director Adrian 
Lyne’s choice, everyone—including producer Jerry 
Bruckheimer—had his own front-runner. Paramount 
president Michael Eisner asked the secretaries on his 


Screamin’ Jay Hawkins in a dingy Manhattan 
kitchen. Later, Willie and Eddie linger in front of 
smokestacks in Cleveland. They simply drift 
along, occasionally expounding on TV dinners, 
football, and other slices of Americana. 
Jarmusch supervised this two-disc set, but un- 
fortunately, he offers no commentary, either for 
Paradise or his amateurish feature debut, Perma- 
nent Vacation, also included here. And a1984 doc- 
umentary is frustratingly low on face time with 
the enigmatic filmmaker. “Jim likes to keep things 
at a distance,” says his then cinematographer Tom 
DiCillo. One suspects DiCillo was talking about 
more than camera angles. Movie: A Extras: B 


Beyond the Gates 
John Hurt, Hugh Dancy 
R, 112 mins., 2007 


In his commentary, director 


>EW.COM For a Q&A with director Adrian Lyne, go to ew.com/flashdance 
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floor to watch the actresses’ screen tests and pick 
their favorite; they unanimously selected Beals. 


HAZE GRAZED Not only did Lyne insist on pumping 
smoke into scenes even after the suits issued a “no 
more smoke" edict (the studio would see two or 
three takes that looked like forest fires, and panic), he 
also had to deal with naysayers who said his famous 
“wet dance” would never play on film. 


DUDE LOOKS LIKE A LADY It's common knowl- 
edge that Beals had a dance double, Marine Jahan. 
But four actors actually appear in Alex's “What a 
Feelin’” audition: Beals, Jahan, a female gymnast, and 
a male break-dancer who donned a wig, leotard, and 
tights...but refused to trim his mustache. 


WHAT A...FASHION STATEMENT! So where did 
costume designer Michael Kaplan come up with the 
trendy ripped togs? From sketching Pennsylvania 
Ballet Company dancers who wore sweatshirts to keep 
their muscles warm, but cut the collars and sleeves for 
mobility. That's, um, why we did it too. —Mandi Bierly 


Michael Caton-Jones com- 
pares the relentless pace of 
his devastating Rwandan 
genocide drama to the 
sinking of the Titanic. The 
analogy proves apt as the 
film vividly recounts the 
country's 1994 plunge into 
chaos. Based on true 
events, Gates follows a 
priest (a magnificent Hurt) 
and a teacher (Dancy) 
whose school becomes a 
haven for Tutsi fleeing the 
massacre. EXTRAS There's 
also a compelling commen- 
tary with producer David 
Belton, an ex—BBC cam- 
eraman whose experiences 
informed some of Gates’ 
more horrifying scenes. 

B+ —Kerrie Mitchell 


or 5-5 Wenry 
travelers 

~~ Edson, Balint, - 

and Lurie 


“The movie put 
Jarmusch 
smack in the 
center of 
the American 
indie-film map 
23 years ago. 
We can now 
savor every 
reason why.” 


Gracie 

Elisabeth Shue, Andrew 
Shue, Dermot Mulroney 
PG-13, 97 mins., 2007 


If this triumph-of-the-un- 
derdog saga were any more 
wholesome, it could be its 
own food group. Loosely 
based on the Shues' story, 
the film follows a teen jock 
(Carly Schroeder) coping 
with her brother's death by 
trying to hack it on an all- 
boy soccer team. Since 
we've already seen girls 
bend it like Beckham, 
there's little here to justify 
another slog through the 
Gatorade-swilling, sweat- 
stained workouts leading 
up to the Big Moment in 
the Big Game. EXTRAS A 
making-of features fasci- 
nating home movies of the 
soccer-crazed Shue family. 
B= —Christine Spines 
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The Valet 

Daniel Auteuil, 
Kristin Scott Thomas 
PG-13, 85 mins., 2007 


French farce auteur 
Francis Veber has named 
six different characters in 
six different movies 
“Francois Pignon,” each of 
them some sort of lovable 
loser. Here, Pignon (played 
by Gallic stand-up comic 
Gad Elmaleh) is a parking 
valet hired by a billionaire 
CEO (Auteuil, brilliant as 
always) to pretend he's 
dating a supermodel—the 
same one the rich man's 
wife (Scott Thomas) 
suspects is his mistress. 
Which, of course, she is. 
This is France, after all. 
EXTRAS An in-depth 
making-of doc and Veber's 
commentary track, en 
anglais. B+ —MS 


Bug 

Ashley Judd, 
Michael Shannon 
R, 101 mins., 2007 


Marketed initially for the big 
screen as a horror film, from 
Exorcist director William 
Friedkin no less, Bug is 
actually a tragic love story 
about two broken people 
holed up in the lonely world 
of a motel room. Judd, in a 
raw, riveting performance, 
plays an Oklahoma barmaid 
who falls for a soldier 
(Shannon) with schizo- 
phrenic delusions—the 
creepy-crawly kind. Their 
descent into paranoia 
bonds them in strangely 
beautiful fashion. EXTRAS 
Too much Friedkin, and not 
enough from the actors, 
whose stellar work is what 
burrows into the viewer's 
head. A= —Karen Valby 


Alligator 
Robert Forster, 
Robin Riker 

R, 90 mins., 1980 


After Jaws turned beaches 
red and Universal's coffers 
green, Hollywood unleashed 
a wave of man-vs.-beast 
knockoffs: 1976's Grizzly, 
1978's Piranha, and this 
cult gem written by a 
young John Sayles. Clever, 
funny, and wonderfully 
bloody, Alligator stars For- 
ster as a gruff Chicago cop 
joking about his hair plugs, 
pitching woo to a sexy 
herpetologist (Riker), and 
hunting a ravenous reptile 
as big as a Cadillac in the 
Windy City sewers. EXTRAS 
include a commentary by 
Forster and director Lewis 
Teague and a sit-down with 
Sayles, whose B movie 
deserves an...A=.—CN 


Greetings From...Holland! 


BACK TO ‘BLACK’ 


Dutch director Paul Verhoeven gets personal with a serious-minded 
war pic, but he can’t suppress his basic prurient instincts 


Best known for violent sci- 
fi (RoboCop) and extrava- 
gant erotica (Basic In- 
stinct), Paul Verhoeven 
seems an unlikely director 
to tackle a serious World 
War II thriller. But in 
BLACK BOOK (R, 146 
mins., 2007), the 
filmmaker draws on his 
memories of growing up in 
Nazi-occupied Holland to 


tell the story of an undercover Jewish singer (Carice van Houten, pictured) 
who falls in love with the German officer (The Lives of Others’ Sebastian 
Koch) she has been assigned by the resistance to seduce. Never mind the 
subtitles: Verhoeven movies need no translation, and even this dark tale of 
greed and betrayal is decorated with his signature dollops of risqué titilla- 
tion. Verhoeven’s enthusiastic commentary illuminates the history that in- 
spired the film, and defends the salaciousness he can't resist. Of the scene 
in which the heroine bleaches her pubic hair: “You could say, ‘Okay, do you 


have to show that?'” he says. “Well, / do.... 


| felt a necessity to show that 


plot point.” If only he'd applied such detailed attention to the byzantine 
script, which even Verhoeven admits breeds confusion. Personally, I'm still 
trying to comprehend body hair as a “plot point.” B— —Jeff Labrecque 


THE CHART 


DVD SALES 


TOP 20 a ae ae 
1 DELTA FARCE — | $81 1 o-t 
2 BLADES OF GLORY 1 |$n82) 2 le 
3 THE OFFICE: SEASON 3 - - 1 A- 
5 GEORGIA RULE — | $189 1 D 


oan 


10 
1 


12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
7 
18 
19 
20 


SOURCES: RENTRAK FOR THE WEEK ENDING 
+ ORIGINAL THEATRICAL GRADE 


DELTAFARCE 


Comedian Larry the 
Cable Guy may have 
misled his army troop 
on a trip to Mexico, 
but their onscreen 
antics brought the 
Farce straight to No. 1. 


Box | 
orice | wrens 


© Director Garry Marshall 
was so adamant about cast- 
ing Felicity Huffman as the 
conflicted mother of wild 
child Rachel (Lindsay Lo- 
han) that he shot the movie 
on weekends to accommo- 
date Huffman’s busy ‘Des- 
perate Housewives’ schedule. 


HEROES: SEASON 1 


DISNEY PRINCESS... 


300 


$210.6) 6 B+ 


PRISON BREAK: SEASON 2 


© The name of William 
Fichtner’s character— 
Mahone—has somewhat icky 
origins: A friend of one of the 
show’s writers had coined 
the term as a euphemism for 
relieving oneself. 


NIP/TUCK: SEASON 4 


DESPERATE HOUSEWIVES... 


© Marcia Cross spent the 
entire third season pregnant 
with twins. Producers used 
the long-standing TV trick 
of hiding her stomach with 
objects and furniture, then 
shot the actress only while 
she was sitting down. 


PERFECT STRANGER 


CHILL OUT SCOOBY-DOO! 


FRACTURE 


SOUTH PARK: SEASON 10 


SHOOTER 


DISTURBIA 
BOBBY Z 


VACANCY 
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We very humbly welcome 
you to the greatest freaking 
television channel in the 
history of the universe. 


We don’t want to seem like braggarts, but Channel is like no other television On 
channel ever created. Here you can watch hundreds of free movies whenever you h pend 
want. Or check out TV shows and music videos at the push of a button. You can C Comcast 


even rock some guitar lessons at your leisure. This is your On Demand channel 
from Comcast Digital Cable. And we want to show it off. Welcome to Channel 1. 


Not available in all areas. Comcast Digital Cable service subscription required. Call Comcast for details and restrictions. It's Comcastic! 


CHUCK: MICHAEL YARISH; GREY'S ANATOMY: BOB D 


Just a few seasons ago, TV 


Mondays, | wasso macho, my media 
8p.m. | cabinet got contact ’roid rage. 
— Nee From Rescue Me to Entourage 
to The Unit, it was all about 
Tuesdays, | guys doing manly, dudely 
9p.m. | things. But this year may see 
TheCW | the triumph of the shrugging, 


a 


gawky, adorable beta male, 
thanks to two terribly likable new shows, 
The CW’s Reaper and NBC’s Chuck. 

Created by Josh Schwartz (The O.C.), Chuck 
revolves around a geeky Seth Cohen-esque 
fellow (Less Than Perfect’s Zachary Levi) who 
heads up the Nerd Herd—a computer fix-it 
team based inside a Buy More superstore. On 
his birthday, Chuck opens an e-mail from his 
old Stanford nemesis (now a secret agent) and 
thousands of encrypted images containing 
the combined secrets of the CIA and NSA are 
downloaded into his brain. So suspend your 
disbelief, basically, and just take Chuck as the 
story of a nervous, unlucky-in-love, pocket- 
pen-sporting guy who finds himself the unlike- 
ly center of Bond-style intrigue: A hot CIA 
agent (Yvonne Strahovski) wants his help with 
security issues; a tough NSA agent (Serenity’s 
Adam Baldwin) would prefer him dead. (This 
character, who actually growls inanities like 
“I break things, I don’t fix them,” would be the 


clu 


ER, 


: o.serve and 
pocket) protect: 
Chuck's Le 


weak link here—but Baldwin gives his lines just 
enough twinkle to save them from DOA status. 
By episode 2, he’s undercover as a Buy More 
salesguy, threatening Chuck with a price 

gun, so I have hope.) 

Chuck is packed with car chases, explosions, 
and even some nifty knife work with sporks. All 
the action is balanced by the loose-limbed Levi, 
who has a grin that makes you want to give him 
all your pudding, immediately. And while there 
are a few too many “awkward-guy moments,” 
there are enough genuinely sweet ones to bal- 
ance them out, especially between Chuck and 
his cooler, protective older sister, Ellie (What 
About Brian’s Sarah Lancaster). Ellie, it must be 
mentioned, has a doctor/skydiver/rock-climber 
boyfriend (Ryan McPartlin) whom Chuck has 
dubbed Captain Awesome. That nickname 
alone makes the series worth watching. 

While Chuck has a charmingly novel premise, 
Reaper is the more purely funny of the two 
shows. Like Chuck, the comedy revolves around 
an underperforming twentysomething who 
works in a warehouse of a store, this one a version 
of Home Depot. In the pilot episode, directed by 
slack-auteur Kevin Smith, our semi-hero Sam 
(The Loop’s Bret Harrison) has an unusual 21st 
birthday: He’s trailed by Omen-like dogs, moves a 
falling crate with his mind...and gets carjacked 
by Satan (24’s Ray Wise). Turns out his parents 


Geek 
Squad 


Dorks have their day in 

the charming new action 
comedies Chuck and Reaper. 
BY GILLIAN FLYNN 


+ If you can’t stop 
obsessing over your 
favorite show, we've 
got just the place for 
you. Over the next few 
weeks EW.com will 
launch its fall TV 
Watches—available 
only on the website. 
We weigh in on every 
episode of Dancing 
With the Stars, Grey's 
Anatomy (above), The 
Office, Heroes, and 
many more. 
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sold his soul to the devil in exchange for the 

Big Evil Guy saving his dad’s life, so from now 
on, Sam must track down hell’s fugitives and 
return them to the flames, with the aid of home- 
improvement gadgets like a mini-vac. Harrison 
is perfectly endearing in this lovable loser role— 
playing a guy who, until now, had no plans past 
living with his parents and showing up for a job 
that let him goof off a lot. In the manic Jack 
Black sidekick role is Invasion’s Tyler Labine, 
who defies that archetype by actually being 
someone you'd want to hang out with. (“Tape- 
hand!” he triumphantly screams, after spending 
one scene in the background, winding duct tape 
around and around his hand for no reason 
except both it and his hand are there.) 

Still, Reaper hinges on Wise. With his shock 
of salt-and-pepper hair and his handsome- 
bad-man face, Wise has taken on many villain- 
ous roles over the years, but he’s astandout 
comic here, playing the devil as a rascal on holi- 
day, perpetually pleased with his awesomeness. 
He cooks chicken-fried steak in Sam’s kitchen, 
gleefully noting how lucky he is not to have 
arteries, and when he explains Sam’s duties, he 
compares them to that of a bounty hunter— 
“That’s cool, right?” he coaxes, like a parent 


Ss houfat the devil: 
Reaper's Wise 
and Harrison 


this show, and his costars aren’t easy prey. 
What’s more, the dynamic is quite clever: Here, 
the devil is the loving but tough parent who 
won't accept failure—who encourages Sam to 
stick with things, even if they’re hard (and even if 
they involve dangerous tasks like luring fire-blaz- 
ing demons back to the underworld). Compared 
with Sam’s overindulgent, coddling parents—who 
let him drop out of college because it “made him 


“Reaper's Ray 
Wise plays the 
devil as a rascal 
on holiday, 
perpetually 
pleased with his 
awesomeness.” 


talking a kid into the deep end. With a perpetual 
grin and a casually patronizing air, Wise steals 


The View with 
Sherri and Whoopi: 
better, worse, or 
the same? 


2o%) 34% 
SAME) ) WORSE 


NEXT WEEK: Which TV star 
are you happiest to see 
return to a regular series? 

To vote, go to ew.com/tvpoll. 
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sleepy” 


Prime Time 


Kevin McKidd shines in NBC’s 
intriguing time-travel drama. 
BY HENRY GOLDBLATT 


The creators of Journeyman, 
Mondays, | NBC’s new time-travel mys- 
10p.m. | tery, have taken their own trip 
NBC | through history to birth their 

: series: From 1996, they’ve 

returned with Early Edition; from 1989, they’ve 
brought back Quantum Leap; and from 2006, 
they’ve transported the entire fall collection 

from Banana Republic. 

Like that clothing line, Journeyman, if not 
entirely original, is comfortable, durable, and based 
in San Francisco. Newspaper reporter Dan Vasser 
(Rome’s Kevin McKidd) finds he can bounce back 
into the disco and grunge eras, among others. How 
does this happen? And why the hell does his dead 
ex-fiancée, Livia (Day Break’s Moon Bloodgood), 
keep popping up in Dan’s time-shifted path? Dur- 
ing each episode, Dan saves lives, delivers babies, 
and reunites estranged parents and children until 
those persnickety Time Travel Gods seem satis- 


—it’s Satan who’s got the right idea. You 
gotta give the devil his due. Chuck: 


Reaper: 


McKidd 
turns back 
the clock 


fied. Unfortunately, Dan’s present-day life contin- 
ues while he’s partying in 1999. The police, led by 
Dan’s brother, Jack (Reed Diamond), are suspi- 
cious of his long absences. His worried wife, Katie 
(Gretchen Egolf), urges him to get an MRI. And his 
friends, fearing that he’s gone all Haight-Ashbury 
during the Summer of Love, stage an intervention. 

The time-travel cues are maddeningly unsubtle 
(lots of calendars, newspapers, and watches are 
employed), but overall, Journeyman is an enjoyable 
romp—one that provides the accessibility of a pro- 
cedural as well as the continuing mystery of a Lost 
or Heroes. As for the rugged and charismatic Mc- 
Kidd, he is destined to be a big-time TV star—even 
if we all have to travel to 2012 to see it happen. 
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They invented “SUV” 
because they 
can’t call them Jeep. 


Jeep is a registered trademark. Good thing. No telling what kind of jacked-up station wagons they’d be trying to 
pass off as Jeep vehicles otherwise. Because sometime around the mid-80s, a craze took off. The era of the SUV 
was born. Fact is, we had them beat by a few decades. As soon as the mighty 
little Jeep vehicle came back from World War II, people discovered how much fun 
a utility vehicle could be. What made it perfect for the army made it perfect for 


s+ having a picnic in the hills. Or a hunting trip. Or a snowy 


drive up to the cabin. And ever since, our vehicles have 


had a heritage of earning their name by getting the tires dirty and doing what comes 
naturally. Each is rugged enough, dependable enough, unstoppable enough, and agile enough to be one of ours, 
which we stand behind with a Lifetime Powertrain Warranty. When heading straight out into the unknown, it’s good 
to know you're going there in a vehicle that’s been heading down that muddy road from the beginning. That’s Jeep 
4x4. And that’s a heritage no “SUV” 


can ever stake claim to. Jeep.com Have fun out there. Jeep 


tNo deductible. See dealer for a copy of limited warranty and details. Non-Transferable. Not available on SRT, diesel and certain fleet vehicles. 


How to Create Your Perfect Week of TV 


Head spinning? Feeling overwhelmed? Wondering if you'll ever find time to watch all of those fall series? Fear not, : 
friends: Here’s how to squeeze in the season’s can’t-miss shows. (Watch the ones in black live and record the red ones.) 


MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY 


Aliens in 
America 
The CW 


How | Met America’s Next Ugly Betty The Simpsons 
Your Mother NBC Top Model ABC Fox Fox 
CBS Bravo 


Hip, 
quippy spy 
show Chuck is 
the perfect lead-in 
to hip, quippy 
supernatural 
show Reaper. 


How 

better to ease 
into the weekend 

than an hour with 
. adry martini anda 

\ bevy of catty 

< fashionistas? 


on the make 
in Music 
City. 


Bummed 
about work 
tomorrow? At 


“AS least your boss 
, om we isn't Chuck 
Darling! 
Heroes Reaper Grey's Friday Night Desperate 
NBC The CW Anatomy Lights The CW Housewives 
NBC ABC NBC ABC 


If 


there's one 
show to watch 
live, it's Heroes. Your 
friends will give 
away the ending 
tomorrow. 


Young, 
hot people 
on the make 
in New York 
City. ; 


You 
know what 
would be cool? A 
bionic TV implanted 
in our head that 
connects to 
our TiVo. 


Don't 
let this 
underappre- 
ciated drama pile 
up in your TiVo. 
Set aside an hour 
tonight to 


watch. 
‘ 
ero oT) at ie a = \ 
Journeyman Dirty Sexy Brothers & 
NBC Fox Money Showtime Sisters 
ABC NBC ABC ABC 
Attention, Not- 
hypochondriacs: F ow’ so-young 
This med-fest ee] (but still hot) 
causes insomnia. ~~ people make 
Suggested antidote? 4 arrests in San 
The first half of Se, Francisco. 
Snasssnssessess Letterman. pee 
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Record 
NBC's best 
comedies earlier in 
the evening, then 
enjoy a one-hour, 
commercial-free 
block of funny. 


DTBALL. NICK LAHAM/GE 


1C.COM: SUND 


STRITCH: MATHEW IMAGING 


JARFIELD. 


Five Things I’ve Learned About the TV Business 


JOHN LARROQUETTE 


On Sept. 25, John Larroquette joins David E. _—. 4 
Kelley's Emmy-nominated Boston Legal as part- . = 
ner Carl Sack. The former Night Court star has 
appeared on over two dozen TV series (including 
The John Larroquette Show, which ended in 
1996). So what tips has this pro, 59, picked up 
over his years in the biz? —Mandi Bierly 


1. Embrace your strengths. “! was from New 
Orleans, so | had to play clarinet,” he says. “At 
about 18, | realized that | could talk better than | 
can blow. So | took the clarinet out and started 
acting.” One of his earliest gigs was as the nar- 
rator of 1974's The Texas Chain Saw Massacre. 


2. Getting typecast isn’t all bad. Larroquette estimates he's played between 15 
and 20 lawyers over the course of his career (including stints on Dallas and The 
West Wing). “You get to wear better clothes than the other people,” he says. And at 
6'5", Larroquette says he wears a suit “fairly well.” 


3. Ensemble dramas leave you with time on your hands. Though Boston Legal 
costar James Spader has told him to try to appreciate those precious days off, 
Larroquette can't stand to sit still for very long. “I've never been very good at not 
working. My wife has always told me, ‘Please, go get ajob.’” 


4. Never put your name in a show’s title. “| begged Don Reo, who created [NBC's] 
The John Larroquette Show, not to name it that because I didn’t want to see No. 56 
in the ratings with my name next to it the day that the show didn't do well.” 

5. Trust David E. Kelley.“ The last time he wrote a character for me, | won an 
Emmy,” Larroquette says, referring to a 1998 guest turn on The Practice (the actor 
has a total of five statuettes). “I figure that's not a bad batting average.” 


— SOUNDBITES 


wee ; 59TH ANNUAL EMMY AWARDS EDITION 


“Oh, | read this from the prompter? 
I’m not faking this—I really 


don’t know what I’m doing.” 
—ELAINE STRITCH, WHILE PRESENTING WITH STANLEY TUCCI 


“Congratulations on turning 18, Hayden. 
My gift? Seating you as far away from 
Jeremy Piven as possible.” 

—RYAN SEACREST, TO HEROES STAR HAYDEN PANETTIERE 


“I've been to thousands and thousands of 
concerts in my life and | can tell you these are the 


worst seats I've ever had.” 

—JAMES SPADER, COMMENTING ON THE THEATER-IN-THE- 
ROUND SEATING WHILE ACCEPTING HIS EMMY FOR 
OUTSTANDING ACTOR IN A DRAMA SERIES 


“If entertainers stop publicly congratulating 


each other, then the earth wins!” 
—STEPHEN COLBERT, EXPLAINING WHY AWARDS SHOWS 
SHOULDN'T BE ECO-FRIENDLY 


“| took Steve [Carell] out to dinner to 
celebrate his Emmy nomination and halfway 
through dinner, | told him | had been 
nominated too, and he said, ‘For what? 
Biggest rack on the show?” 

—THE OFFICE COSTAR JENNA FISCHER 


THE CHART 


THE RATINGS 


SUNDAY 
NIGHT 
FOOTBALL 


Spying or no spying, 
Tom Brady and the 
Patriots walloped the 
Chargers, 38-14. 


THE TOP 20 


SUNDAY NIGHT FOOTBALL 
NBC, Sunday, 8:25 p.m. 


S9TH ANNUAL EMMY AWARDS 
Fox, Sunday, 8 p.m. 


© Not only were the Emmys down 20 
percent from NBC’s 2006 presenta- 
tion, the red-carpet preshow (No, 29) 
also suffered, drawing only 6.3 mil- 
lion—down 12 percent from last year. 


60 MINUTES CBS, Sunday, 7:51 p.m. nS 3 


TWO AND A HALF MEN (R) 10.0 6 
CBS, Monday, 9 p.m. 


WITHOUT A TRACE (R) 
CBS, Tuesday, 10 p.m. 


BIG BROTHER 8 CBS, Thursday, 8 p.m. 


CSI: NY (R) CBS, Wednesday, 10 p.m. 8.9 13 


CSI (R) CBS, Thursday, 9:25 p.m. 8.4 4 | 
CSI: MIAMI (R) CBS, Monday, 10 p.m. 8.3 7 
CRIMINAL MINDS (R) 8.2 13 
CBS, Wednesday, 9 p.m. 

BIG BROTHER 8 CBS, Tuesday, 9 p.m 8.1 13 


ARE YOU SMARTER THAN A STH GRADER? 
Fox, Thursday, 8 p.m. 


THE BIGGEST LOSER 
NBC, Tuesday, 8 p.m. 


© Aslim week of premieres may 
have boosted the aging ‘Loser’ to its 
rather weighty bow. It actually drew 
an additional 600K viewers over last 
season’s first episode. 


HOUSE (R) Fox, Tuesday, 9 p.m. 18 18 
———t— 


POWER OF 10 CBS, Wednesday, 8 p.m. 18 19 


NCIS (R) CBS, Tuesday, 10 p.m. 77 22 


RULES OF ENGAGEMENT (R) 15 
CBS, Monday, 9:30 p.m, 
— 


COLD CASE (R) CBS, Sunday, 9:51 p.m. 


SATURDAY NIGHT FOOTBALL 
ABC, Saturday, 8:07 p.m. 


BIG BROTHER 8 CBS, Sunday, 8:51 p.m. 


OFF THE CHART The buzz for Fox's future-country- 
star reality series ‘Nashville’ (No. 79) still couldn't 
make it a hit: Only 2.7 million fans tuned in for 

the debut. Maybe it’s time these aspiring country 
crooners started singing the blues. 


+14 MILLIONS WEEK OF SEPT. 10-16, 2007 


SOURCE: NIELSEN MEDIA RESEARCH 
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Own Season 1 on 


, little people *™ 


Includes 2 


Watch all new episodes 
starting Monday October I5 
at 8PM EP! 


enius TILIC 
entertatament lw 


BY ALYNDA WHEAT 


House of blues: 
Laurie gives 
mean licks (and 
looks) with 


that geetar 


SEASON PREMIERE 
TUESDAY 9.25 


9-10Pm 
House Fox, TV-14-DL 


If you like House, you will continue to like House, as the twisty 
premiere veers little from the show's ah-ha!-oh-no!-eureka! 
formula, with a case involving a woman who got smushed in a 
building collapse. Fine and good, but it’s the lighter notes that 
the drama is handling so deftly: Here, Dr. Wilson (the reliably 
great Robert Sean Leonard) tries to blackmail the staff-less 
House (Hugh Laurie) into hiring a new team by kidnapping 
his beloved guitar—leaving threatening ransom notes and 
murmuring giddy provocations like “You ever tighten a guitar 
string really, really slowly?” Fiendish! B+ —Gillian Flynn 


*TIMES ARE EASTERN DAYLIGHT AND ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE 


Season Premiere 


Dancing With the 
Stars 

ABC, TV-PG 

Get yours, Marie Osmond! 
Don't let Mitt Romney, Sep- 
tember Dawn, and Big Love 
hog the Mormon moment. 


Prison Break 

Fox, TV-14-DLV 

We get why T-Bag needs 
Lechero, but what does Lech 
see in T-Bag? Then again, 
his name is Lechero. Maybe 
they share some of those 
“dimensions of compatibil- 
ity” eHarmony yaps about. 


Series Debut 


The Big Bang Theory 
CBS, TV-14-DL 

Here's a theory: When a hot 
little honey moves next door 
to a couple of nerds, there 
likely won't ever be a need 
to use the word bang. 


Fog City Mavericks: 
The Filmmakers of 
San Francisco 

Starz, TV-14 

Mavericks like Coppola and 
Lucas and...um...no, maybe 
that's kinda it. Just them. 


Season Premiere 


Heroes 

NBC, TV-14 

Dominican heroes! Diversity 
or just shameless network 
pandering? Both? Both. 


Season Premiere 


Two and a Half Men 
CBS, TV-14-DL 

Jake's starting junior high! 
Which makes those sex 
jokes they've said around 
him for years all the creepier. 


Season Premiere 


The Bachelor 

ABC 

Two dozen people in the 
world still care about this 
show—and only 15 of them 
are getting roses tonight. 


Season Premiere 


CSI: Miami 

CBS, TV-14-LV 

Ooh, Horatio’s son might be 
a bad mama jama! (And now 
we pause to consider how 
we might work mama jama 
into more conversations.) 


Mooreand | 


Fa 
ry 


How | Met Your Mother 
CBS, TV-PG-DL 

Who cares about dancing 
with stars when Mother's 
cast is making out with 
them? Now that Ted (Josh 
Radnor) and Robin (Cobie 
Smulders) have split, she’s 
found a Latin lothario (En- 
rique Iglesias) who makes 
a woman feel like she’s 
running through a field of 
daisies in a feminine hy- 
giene ad. And Ted’s landed 
a wild child (Mandy Moore) 
who seems estranged 
from feminine hygiene 
altogether. Mandy's great, 
but it’s a tramp stamp and 
the first sighting of the 
titular mom that make 
this episode memorable. 
B+ —Henry Goldblatt 
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10-lipm 
Cane CBS, TV-14-LSV 


Jimmy Smits is back with the quiet authority that 
served him so well in past series. In this sprawling 
Cuban-American family soap, Vega faces a jealous, 
overlooked brother (Lost’s Nestor Carbonell) and a 


cane” on an old Dallas script. The end of the pilot, 
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As Alex Vega, the adopted heir to a Florida rum dynasty, 


nefarious rival clan that wants the Vega sugarcane fields, 
but the drama all feels a bit familiar, as if someone used 
the find/replace function to trade “oil” with “sugar- 


however, hints at a more ruthless side of Smits, which 
could give the series a needed boost. B= —Josh Wolk 


Gn 


Wednesday 9.26 


4 
\ Grant 


a Wilson 


9-10Pm 
Ghost Hunters 

Sci Fi, TV-PG-L 

Three seasons in, we can 
probably stop expecting 
someone to jump out 
and yell “Psych!” These 
plumbers/paranormalists 
really do believe in things 
that go bump in the night, 
and they have gadgets to 
prove it. Take the camera 
that catches some sort of 
presence going through a 
doorway at an old insane 
asylum—no, really, take 
it from them. They're 
scaring themselves. B— 
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Season Premiere 
9-10Pm 

Criminal Minds 

CBS, TV-14-V 

The naysayers are all, 
“Joe Mantegna’s no 
Mandy Patinkin!” They're 
absolutely right—Joe 
shows up for work. 


Series Debut 
9-10:01Pm 

Private Practice 
ABC, TV-14 

Would it help if | told you 
Addison doesn’t cry at all 
in this episode? | thought 
it might. 


Series Debut 
10-10:59Ppm 

Life 

NBC, TV-14 

That ginger hottie from 
Band of Brothers makes 
for a mighty fine Zen cop. 
How'd he find Zen after 
being set up for murder? 
Cash settlements help. 


Season Premiere 
8-9pm 

NCIS 

CBS, TV-14-LV 
Nemesis=La Grenouille. 

La Grenouille=Jeanne’s dad. 
Jeanne=Tony’s girlfriend. 
Tony =screwed. 


8-9Pm 

| Wanna Be a Soap 
Star 

SOAPnet 

The soap suds “learn” how 
to act drunk. Right, like 
how we “learned” about 
sex from our parents and 
“discovered” vodka at 21. 


Season Premiere 
8-9Pm 

Bones 

Fox, TV-14-DLSV 

Zack's back from Iraq. He 
got the sack after getting 
flak for being a quack. 
(Sorries. It all started 
innocently enough, then | 
couldn't stop.) 


Season Premiere 
8-9Pm 

Smallville 

The CW 

Faster than a network 
memo, blonder than a 
Heroes cheerleader, able 
to enslave fanboys ina 
single bounce—it's a bird, 
it's a plane, it’s... Supergirl! 


Season Premiere 
9-10:01Pm 

The Office 

NBC, TV-PG 

Charity SK fun run! We'll 
pledge $10 a K if Michael 
wears nipple bandages— 
$50 if that's all he wears. 


Season Premiere 
9-10Ppm 

CSI 

CBS, TV-14-V 
Everyone's doing their 
part to find Sara, search- 
ing her house, the lab... 
Heck, we even checked 
the credits. Nothing. 


8-9:15Pm 

Little Rock Central: 
50 Years Later 

HBO, TV-PG 

Doc on how the school 
that changed everything 
still hasn't changed. 


Season Premiere 
9-10Pm 

The Unit 

CBS, TV-14-LV 

Jonas is MIA, Bob is CIA, 
and Ryan's in the hot seat. 
Will the guys ever get back 
together? Um, now might 
be a good time to note that 
the show is called The Unit. 


Series Debut 

9-10Pm 

Ultimate Force 

BBC America, TV-MA-V 
You watch Heroes. Know 
what Suresh’s power is? 
Time travel. How else to 
explain how a five-year-old 
soldier series with Sendhil 
Ramamurthy pops up now? 
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SEASON PREMIERE 
iz 


9:30-11pm |! ie q 
Boston li ; ( 
Legal ’ 

ABC, i 


TV-14-DS = 
Ooh! John Larroquette 
signing on makes us so 
giddy we're not even 
sad that Legal just got 
older, whiter, and maler. 


Season Premiere 
10-11Pm 

Law & Order: SVU 
NBC, TV-14-L 

Cynthia Nixon plays a 
game of Pick Your Animal: 
crazy like a bat, crazy like a 
loon, or crazy like a fox? 


10-10:30Pm 

Criss Angel Mindfreak: 
Mayhem in the Making 
A&E 

Please let this be about 
Britney, please let this be 
about Britney, please let... 
shoot. Prayer unanswered. 


iQuélastin@! 
Betty takes the 
mellow out o 


SEASON 
PREMIERE 


8-9Pm 

Ugly Betty ABC, TV-PG-DL 

We'll have to wait to get more soap with our opera. 
At the moment, Dad's stuck in Mexico, Hilda's locked 
in her bedroom, and Daniel's in the hospital, leaving 
Betty (Emmy winner America Ferrera) to soldier 
through the maudlin, while Marc (Michael Urie) and 
Amanda (Becki Newton) pick up the funny as they 
dig deeper into Faye Summers’...affairs. The major 
problem with this episode? Every scene with Hilda 
(Ana Ortiz) and fiancé Santos (Kevin Alejandro), 
who was shot in last season's finale. Their story line 
is as cruelly manipulative as it is unnecessary. B 
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Friday 9.28 


Saturday 9.29 


fie aie eke aes iat es Te ee ae eee PASS Pa ae OE ge ae ee age i a ae al a ed ro 
Season Premiere Hs aM you: a e . 4 Series Debut 8-10:15pm 
8-9Pm Brunoand , I 11-11:30am Miami Vice 
Ghost Whisperer Kilmer The Shopping HBO, R 
CBS, TV-PG-L Detective ..can't be saved in spite 


Yet another ghost (!) 
hates on Melinda like a 
flat-chested girl. 


of the combo of Jamie 
Foxx and Colin Farrell. 


Fine Living 
Lindsey Graham begins 
her mission of enabling 


shopaholics and the (dirt) 8:15-10pm 
Series Debut poor saps who fundthem. Failure to Launch 
9-10Pm Showtime, PG-13 
Moonlight FULL DISCLOSURE ..can't be saved due to 
CBS, TV-14-LV the combo of Matthew 


6-7Pm 

E! True 
Hollywood 
Story: 


c: 


\ * 


Aw, c'mon baby, the sexy 
vampire just wants to help. 
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McConaughey and 
Sarah Jessica Parker. 


PREMIERE 


Season Premiere John 9-10pm 

9-11pm 10-11Pm Stamos Torchwood 

Las Vegas Numb3rs CBS, TV-PG-LV E!, TV-PG BBC America 

NBC, TV-14-DSV This premiere—directed by Tony Scott—wraps up a Uncle Jesse gets his Hiding your borg girlfriend 


dirt dished. in Torchwood's basement? 


Um...it’s like storing nukes 


cliff-hanger involving Colby Granger (Dylan Bruno), 
the hunky FBI agent who admitted in the season 3 


New boss 1: Tom Selleck. 
Or his mustache (chain of 


command is unclear). finale that he’d turned spy. Enter Charlie (David 8-9Pm under a kindergarten. 
Krumholtz) and his fancy talk of a trust metric, an- COPS: 20 Years... 

Season Premiere other convenient math formula that helps Don (Rob Caught on Tape Series Debut 

10-11pm Morrow) and his team realize that double agents with Fox, TV-PG-LV 9-9:30PmM 

Stargate Atlantis nice biceps deserve a second chance. As usual, the See, we should be thank- Back at the Barnyard 

Sci Fi talented cast is more interesting than the story, but ing criminals for providing Nickelodeon 

New boss 2:Amanda Tap- _ the episode deserves a look-see, if only because it two decades of quality Must. Drive. Franchise. 

ping. SG-7 fans spazinjoy. | features Val Kilmer as a guest spook. B —Lynette Rice entertainment. Into. Ground. 


Sunday 9.30 
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SEASON 
PREMIERE 


9-10:01Pm 

Desperate Housewives 
ABC, TV-14-V 

Guess what? Wisteria 
Lane has a new neighbor! 
Guess what else? She 
has a dark secret! If this 
sounds painfully familiar, 
stick around anyway: This 
newbie is played by Dana 
Delany, whose scenes 
opposite Marcia Cross 
hint at some delicious 
bitchery ahead—and give 
this sagging show a wel- 
come shot in the keister. 
B —Nicholas Fonseca 


Season Premiere 
7-9PM 

Extreme Makeover: 
Home Edition 

ABC, TV-PG 

At least you'll have pretty 
scenery to cry over: Ty and 
the gang hit Hawaii. 


7-7:30Pm 

CW Now 

The CW 

Now does trends. Online 
Nation is about the Inter- 
nets. (CW digs literalism.) 


8-8:30pm 

The Simpsons 

Fox, TV-PG-DSV 

Homer becomes the 
biggest cartoon opera star 
since that tense tenor Fudd 
vowed to kill the wabbit. 


9-l1pm 

Super Animals 

Science, TV-G 

Roaches, worms, jellyfish— 
the usual appetizers. 


SEASON PREMIERE 


Showtime 
TV-MA 
Michael C. 


Hall returns as Dexter. 
Turns out, the man who 
honed his killer instincts 
may not have had “pure” 
motives. | know! 


Season Premiere 
9:30-10PmM 

American Dad 

Fox, TV-14-DLSV 

Stan, you don't plant false 
memories of vacations, you 
plant them of you working. 


Season Premiere 
10-1Tlpm 

Brothers & Sisters 
ABC, TV-PG-DL 

Nice Emmy speech, Sally! 
Next time, maybe talk 
about your boobs a little 
so Fox won't cut you off. 
Just a suggestion. 


Scenes.fram 


a marriage: 
Clarke and 


SEASON Annabeth Gisht 


PREMIERE 


10-11Pm 

Brotherhood Showtime, TV-MA 

Missing The Sopranos? You won't be after taking in the 
season 2 premiere of Brotherhood. The Caffee clanis 
back, at least physically if not completely mentally. Yes, 
Irish mobster Michael (Jason Isaacs) is alive but suffer- 
ing from the effects of having his head bashed in during 
last season's finale. Meanwhile, brother/state rep Tommy 
(Jason Clarke) is navigating treacherous waters after 
learning the feds are after him and that his wife is 

a coke-snorting cheater. (Blimey!) C’mon, you want a 
must-see Mob drama? It’s right here for the having. 
Family dysfunction hasn't been this rich and complex 
since my TV screen cut to black. A —Dalton Ross 
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match.com 


IT’S OKAY TO LOOK 


S 


WILL1.AM; DAY 


The Black Eyed Peas’ 
will.i.am has kept plenty 
busy over the past few years, 
crafting diverse tracks for 
everyone from Justin 
Timberlake to Talib Kweli to 
Sergio Mendes. Given that 
some of the rapper-producer’s 
least profound work— 
bubblegum cheer-hop like 
Fergie’s “Fergalicious” and the Peas’ own “My 
Humps”—has also been his best-received, it’s 
no shocker that he would choose a similar di- 
rection for his own project. Indeed, the only 
surprise on Songs About Girls, will.i.am’s first 
solo effort on a major label, is that he has 
miraculously managed to transport us to an 
even flimsier dimension of vulgar dance music. 
Certainly, pop these days isn’t ringing with 
complex examinations of romantic relation- 
ships. Still, by naming the album as he did, 
will.i.am draws attention to the fact that the 
“girls” of whom he sings are, in his most gener- 
ous estimation, gossamer ideals to be pined over 
after he breaks their hearts in unspecified ways. 
Primarily, though, they are steady-shimmying, 
modern-day Hottentot Venuses in need of 
badonkadonk appraisal. You may already be 
familiar with the ghastly, repetitive first single, 
“TI Got It From My Mama,” a shrill ode to “beau- 


Songs 
About Girls | 


(will.i.am music 
group/Interscope) 
Dance/Rap 


The rapper's 
got rump on 
the brain 


tiful buns” during which will.i.am offers this sen- 
sitive insight: “If her mother real ugly, I guaran- 
tee she gone be ugly like her momma.” Songs also 
includes such blunt objects as “The Donque 
Song,” another ass dedication, and the confused 
stripper anthem “Get Your Money.” On the lat- 
ter, will.i.am professes a liberal tolerance for the 
“private dancer, bubble twister,” only to quickly 
add, “Just be glad she ain’t your sister.” 

These cuts are crude and unimaginative, and 
that’s not simple prudishness talking. In this 
post-Sir Mix-A-Lot age, even the most proper 
among us love a fun, edgy booty song. But 
will.i.am neuters that guilty pleasure with stiff 
drum programming, robotic guitar bursts, and 
vaporous synth melodies. (With so many house- 
music beats and watered-down electro ele- 
ments, it’s quite possible the guy was aiming for 
retro and wound up dated.) When he’s not 
crooning come-ons in his merely adequate 
voice, will.i.am’s near nursery rhymes resound 
with clichés and tossed-off nonsense—even 
on “S.O.S. (Mother Earth),” a sappy dirge 
to environmental issues clearly intended to be 
the one deep song. “When an Eskimo gets bit by 
a mosquito,” insists will.i.am, “somebody in 
Miami will get swept by a tsunami.” Sadly, 
that says as much about girls as anything else 
on this half-assed exercise in superficiality. 

DOWNLOAD THIS: “Heartbreaker” 


Booty 
Listless 


Will.i.am proves a feckless 
pickup artist with a cheesy 
concept album about the ladies. 
BY NEILDRUMMING 
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Prize Fighters 


The Foo Fighters refine the way they 
rock with a stellar sixth album. 
BY TOM SINCLAIR 


Perfect albums—those on 
Os | which every song impinges on 
the listener in astonishing, 
edifying, delightful ways— 
are so rare, they seem 
almost mythical. It’s no secret 


Echoes, 4 % 
Silence, Patience | that most of the truly life- 
&Grace | changing records belong to 
(Roswell/RCA) another age (’60s, ’70s, ’80s, 


Rock | take your pick)—a time when, 
as the saying goes, the music 
mattered. But every so often, a modern-day CD 
that reverberates with the conviction and 
artistry of bygone days comes along to blowa 
jaded mind or two. 

Case in point: Echoes, Silence, Patience & Grace, 
the Foo Fighters’ terrific sixth studio album. At 
first listen, it seems Dave Grohl & Co. aren’t doing 
anything radically new (except perhaps integrat- 
ing the acoustic/electric schism they showcased 
on their last CD, 2005’s In Your Honor, into indi- 


vidual songs). Yet it isn’t long before you realize 
how frickin’ right it all sounds, how damn near 
flawless the tone of the whole set feels. The band 
has taken everything it’s always done best, from 
giddy power pop (“Cheer Up, Boys (Your Make- 
up Is Running)”) to country-tinged musings 
(“Summer’s End”) to wistful acoustic ballads 
(“Home”), and brought it to the next level. Like 
the greats, the Foos have found a way to create 
their own archetype, with an instinctive feel for 
what constitutes a killer song. From this point on, 
“Fooey” will be as august an expression of appro- 
bation as “Beatlesque.” A »>DOWNLOAD THIS: 
“Cheer Up, Boys (Your Make-up Is Running)” 


Exclusive Music is On 


One of a kind radio shows personally crafted & hosted by music's biggest legends, exclusively for XM. 


The Foos 
buckle down 
with Grace 


Just Like You 
(Imani/Geffen) 
R&B 


As on her gripping 2005 
debut, The Way It Is, Cole 
still traffics in heartache. 
But whereas Way relied on 
raw hip-hop beats, You 
drips with treacly strings 
and piano. This counter- 
intuitive lushness smothers 
Cole's modest wail on cuts 
like “Heaven Sent.” The 
album's best tracks are 
its barest: “Same Thing 
(Interlude),” a sparse, funky 
hymn to a romantic rut; 
and the loping-drumbeat- 
dominated “Last Night,” 
which appears here just as 
it did on Diddy's 2006 
Press Play. It's precious 
few moments like these 
that leave room for Cole 
and all that hurt. GC —ND 
DOWNLOAD THIS: 
“Same Thing (Interlude)” 
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Sool Mitchell 
7 


Shine 
(Hear Music) | 
Jazz/Folk 


Mitchell's first album of 
(mostly) new material in 
nine years is reminiscent 
of a chapter from the 
singer-songwriter’s past— 
not her famous, acoustic 
balladeering Blue period 
but her subsequent, jazzier 
albums. Delicate overture 
“One Week Last Summer” 
could be an outtake from 
1977's underrated Don 
Juan's Reckless Daughter, 
while the clattering “Night 
of the Iguana” calls to mind 
her peerless 1976 release, 
Hejira. And if anyone is 
going to do a pleasant-if- 
pointless revamp of “Big 
Yellow Taxi,” it might as 
well be the woman who 
wrote it. A= —Clark Collis 

DOWNLOADTHIS: 
“This Place” 


Trav'lin Light 
(Verve/Flavor Unit 
Entertainment) 
Pop Standards 


Between 2004's The 
Dana Owens Album and 
her run as a movie-musical 
diva, the “Hey, that rapper 
lady can sing!” novelty has 
worn off. We now wonder if 
Latifah can succeed Diana 
Krall—or Rod Stewart!—as 
our leading pop-standards 
standard-bearer. Two pro- 
ducers split the period dif- 
ference, with Tommy 
LiPuma (Krall) handling 
the Sarah Vaughan era and 
Ron Fair (Xtina) doing the 
Phoebe Snow and Pointer 
Sisters updates. Taste pre- 
vails, but personality must 
be left to the hundred more 
interesting jazz singers out 
there. —Chris Willman 

DOWNLOADTHIS: 
“Georgia Rose” 


Washington Square 
Serenade 

(New West) 

Folk Rock 


In the three years since 
Earle's last studio disc, he’s 
married country songbird 
Allison Moorer and ditched 
Nashville for NYC. The 
fresh start suits him: Sere- 
nade is awash in unexpect- 
ed grace notes. Brazilian 
neo-folksters Forro in the 
Dark provide the harmonies 
“All of us are immigrants” 
(take that, Lou Dobbs!) in 
“City of Immigrants.” Hip- 
hop rhythms bubble up in 
“Satellite Radio.” And 
“Way Down in the Hole”— 
the theme song for The 
Wire—simmers with fore- 
boding. But mostly this is a 
love letter to his new home. 
—Beth Johnson 
DOWNLOADTHIS: 
“City of Immigrants” 


EW.COM 
EXCLUSIVE 


The “Great Escape” 
artists offer an acous- 
tic version of their 
piercing emo ballad. 
(ew.com/boyslikegirls) 


The Ido! sweetheart 
enumerates these 
“Things”: “That caris 
too fast/This beer is 
too cold/And watchin’ 
all this football is sure 
gettin’ old.” (iTunes) 


The troubadour de- 
livers an orchestral de- 
light from Night Falls 
Over Kortedala, out 
Oct. 9. (scjag.com) 
—Leah Greenblatt 
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The Gomplete Series 
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SEMINAL BEARDS THAT ROCK 


This week, wereview new CDs by Devendra Banhart andIronand 
Wine (pictured right, respectively), two artists in the enduring 
whiskers scene. Below, a game of Guess the Chin. —David Greenwald 


A 2 
HINT: 
Could that Gillette re- 
bea touch portedly once 
of gray we offered him 
spot in his $1 million 
beard? to shave. 
Cc Dyk 
HINT: HINT: 
His foot may He got crap 
be loose, but for lopping 
his beard is off his locks. 
remarkably But he kept 
trimmed. the beard. 
Se 
HINT: 
Or should He died an 
we call him early death— 
“the White- but his beard 
Bearded remains 
Stranger”? immortal. 
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The Awakening Smokey Rolls Down 
(Island) The World Has Made Me Thunder Canyon 
Rock the Man of My Dreams (XL) 
; Emarcy) Folk 
Last year, Etherid ( 
ast year, eridge Soul 


reversed her slide into adult- 
contemporary irrelevance 
with “I Need to Wake Up,” 
the Oscar-winning environ- 
mental anthem she con- 
tributed to An Inconvenient 
Truth. Her ninth LP's title 
sounds like a promise to ex- 
pand on that MO, yet the first 
few tracks find Etheridge 
wasting her weather-beaten 
voice on bland lyrics and 
arrangements. Thankfully, 
she redeems the disc with 
a closing clutch of passion- 
ate antiwar declarations 
(“The Kingdom of Heaven,” 
“Imagine That") that let her 
play her firebrand persona 
to the hilt. —Simon 
Vozick-Levinson 
DOWNLOADTHIS: 
“What Happens Tomorrow” 


After getting her jazz 
rocks off with 2005's 
The Spirit Music Jamia, 
Ndegeocello returns to her 
genre-bending roots. With 
her eye on global events 
and her heart gnawed at 
by mixed emotions, the 
mellifluous-voiced bassist 
coasts from punk rock to 
orchestral ballads to seduc- 
tive grooves. Jazz guitarist 
Pat Metheny, saxophonist 
Oliver Lake, and Malian 
singer Oumou Sangare 
lend their talents, while 
Ndegeocello’s dreamy 
vocal styles buttress this 
boudoir-friendly work. 
—Margeaux Watson 
DOWNLOADTHIS: 
“Lovely Lovely” 


Banhart's photogenic turn as 
the hirsute, guylinered face of 
the freak-folk movement (see 
also: Bat for Lashes, Joanna 
Newsom) has nearly sub- 
sumed his spotty musical 
output. Until now. Here the 
Texas-born, Venezuela-raised 
artist abandons some of his 
hairy-faerie affectations for 

a sprawling collection of 
psych-rock gems, sweet 
Spanish ditties, and ambi- 
tious sonic experiments. At 
72 minutes, his fifth release 
is too long and needlessly 
precious at times. Still, it's 
gratifying to know he's capa- 
ble of more than just looking 
really cool in an embroidered 


headband. —LG 
DOWNLOADTHIS: 
“Seahorse” 
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lron AE Wine 
The Shepherd’s Dog 
(Sub Pop) 

Indie Rock 


What's gotten into Sam 
Beam? On his first two al- 
bums under the stage 
name Iron and Wine, the 
South Carolina native sang 
in a whisper over sleepy 
trad-folk arrangements 
that sounded like they were 
recorded in a 19th-century 
farm town. Yet Dog finds 
him trying all sorts of 

new tricks—backmasked 
electric licks, Afrobeat 
polyrhythms, even trippy 
dub-reggae echo effects. 
Once the shock of Beam's 
experimental bent wears 
off, it becomes clear that 
he's added dimension to 
his style without sacrificing 
its gorgeous tranquility. 
A-—SVL 
>DOWNLOADTHIS: 
“Carousel” 


Nellie McKay 
Obligatory Villagers 
(Hungry Mouse) 

Pop 


If you, like me, cringe at 
cabaret singers cooing 
soft jazz, the warm trilling 
of our gal/woman McKay 
is once again blessedly 
received. With nine suc- 
cinct songs, some pointed 
(the fine political satire of 
“Identity Theft” and 
“Mother of Pearl”), some 
dreamy (“Gin Rummy”), 
Villagers is playful 
without being arch. And 
that’s even when she's 
collaborating with 
Schoolhouse Rock legend 
Bob Dorough on a couple 
of tracks. McKay is so 
fiercely disciplined and 
precise, she earns the 
freedom to be gaily silly. 
A-—Ken Tucker 


>DOWNLOAD THIS: 
“Identity Theft” 


Artist’s Choice 


PRINCE PAUL 


Various Artists 
Love Is the Song We 
Sing: San Francisco 
Nuggets 1965-1970 
(Rhino) 

Rock 


On this four-disc look at 
Bay Area hippie weirdness, 
worn-out Joplin, Santana, 
and Jefferson Airplane 
tunes make an obligatory 
appearance (“White Rab- 
bit” again?). But the bulk 
of the set ranges from the 
obscure (the Charlatans) to 
the really obscure (Fru- 
mious Bandersnatch). Un- 
familiar doesn't always 
mean interesting, however. 
Though some are worth 
hearing—Country Weath- 
er's “Fly to New York,” Kak's 
“Lemonaide Kid"—many 
have been forgotten for a 
reason. B——Rob Brunner 
>DOWNLOADTHIS: 
Steve Miller Band’s 

“Roll With It” 


The hip-hop legend's favorite new tracks—plus one oddball oldie 


Prince Paul 
The eclectic pro- 
ducer (De La « 
Soul), his longtime | ' 
pal Newkirk, and 
funk master | 
Bernie Worrell : 
make up Baby Ele- ; ‘ 
phant. Their de- ! 
but, Turn My Teeth 
Up!, is out now. 


: 5. COUNT BASS D, 1995's 
‘  “T-Boz Tried to Talk to Me!” 
: “Anybody who writes a song 

: about another famous person 
1 [TLC singer T-Boz] and how 
: he was so starstruck is 

i pretty wild.” —SVL 


2. KANYE WEST, “Flashing Lights” 

“It's mad catchy. He channels Timbaland on some of the 
sounds. In a time when music is really bad, somebody 
always comes up with something that's pretty genius.” 


3. 50 CENT, “I Get Money” 
“That record is so cocky! | love his arrogance.” 


«| | 


1. THE WHITE STRIPES, “Icky Thump” 
“It has a hip-hop vibe to it. The beat, to me, is just insane.” 


4. PHAROAHE MONCH, Desire [Hesitates to choose just 
one song] “The whole album is a standout. He’s ahead of 
his time. [! sympathize because] | make stuff, and people 
are like, ‘Ugh, what's that?!’ 
Then 10 years later, they go, 
“Wow, that’s a great record!” 


THE CHART 


TOP ALBUMS 


KANYE 
WEST 


The West has 
won! Kanye sold 
957K, topping his 
previous best of 
860K (for 2005's 
Lote Registration). 


THE TOP 20 


KANYE WEST Graduation, Roc-A-Fella 


50 CENT Curtis, Shady/Aftermath/Interscope 


© Look at it this way, Mr. Cent: 

Though your last solo disc debuted 
with 1.14 million, this one’s 691K is 
still’07’s second-best first-week total. 


KENNY CHESNEY 
Just Who! Am: Poets & Pirates, BNA 


© He was touted as a possible spoiler, 
but country fans lack that first-week 
urgency. Chesney’s 387K debut, while 
a big number by ’07 standards, fell 
short of his last studio CD’s 470K bow. 


VARIOUS ARTISTS 
High School Musical 2 soundtrack, Disney 


MILEY CYRUS 
Hannah Montana 2/Meet..., Disney/Hollywood 


FERGIE The Dutchess, Interscope 


NICKELBACK 
All the Right Reasons, Roadrunner 


t= ©6COLBIE CAILLAT Coco, Universal Republic 


VARIOUS ARTISTS 
NOW That's What! Call Music! Vol. 25, Universal 


JUSTIN TIMBERLAKE 
FutureSex/LoveSounds, Jive/Zomba 


© 


10 


LINKIN PARK 
Minutes to Midnight, Machine Shop/Wamer Bros. 


CASTING CROWNS 
The Altar and the Door, Reunion 


TIMBALAND Shock Value, Mosley/Interscope 


MAROON 5 
It Won't Be Soon Before Long, A&M/Octone 


VARIOUS ARTISTS 
Grey's Anatomy Original Soundtrack 3, Hollywood 


© Notevery new release could be 
supersonic on Super Tuesday, but this 
soundtrack sold a healthy 27K. 


COMMON Finding Forever, G.0.0.0. Music/Geffen 


RIHANNA Good Girl Gone Bad, Def Jam 


TL. TI. vs. TLP., Grand Hustle/Atlantic 


AMY WINEHOUSE 
Back to Black, Universal Republic 


(©2097 VNU BUSINESS MEDIA, INC (NIELSEN SOUNDSCAN. USED WITH PERMISSION FROM BILL BOARD. SEPT. 29. 2007 
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+ Downham, a former 
actress, starred with 
Jared Leto and Claire 
Forlani in 1998's 
drama Basil (above). 
+ Before | Die was 
found by U.K.-based 
editor David Fickling, 
who discovered Philip 
Pullman’s His Dark 
Materials trilogy and 
Mark Haddon’s The 
Curious Incident of the 
Dog in the Night-time. 
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A Heart 
Breaker 


With her first novel, Jenny 
Downham crafts an 
unforgettable tearjerker. 


ES Se ee 


BY THOM GEIER 


Author 
Downham 


Lhave friends (you know 
who you are) who have been 
known to cry during long- 
distance-phone commercials. 
Iam not one of those people. 
I like to think of myself asa 
seen-it-all cynic, a journalist, 
JennyDownham | dammit, impervious to 
Debut Novel | emotional manipulation. 

—— SS How, then, doI explain that 
toward the end of chapter 25 of Before I Die, 
Jenny Downham’s highly affecting debut novel 
about a 16-year-old British girl with leukemia, 
I began to tear up? By chapter 38, with about 
40 pages to go, I was pacing my living room, 
unwilling to even sit down, dashing to the 
bathroom to blow my nose while propping the 
book open so I could squint through my tears to 
follow the heart-wrenching story of Tessa and her 
tight circle of family and friends. Before I Die gutted 
me as no work of art has done in recent memory. 

It all begins with the voice. “I wish [hada 
boyfriend,” announces Tessa, Downham’s utterly 
convincing teenage narrator. “I wish he lived in 
the wardrobe on a coat hanger. Whenever I 
wanted, I could get him out and he’d look at me 
the way boys do in films, as if ’'m beautiful.” That 
opening neatly encapsulates so much about 
modern youth, from the longing to the immature 
understanding of love to the way the media 


~~ 


shape such misunderstandings. 

Downham follows all of the tropes you expect 
in a book titled Before I Die. But she knows how 
to scruff up her characters around the edges, 
upsetting just enough of our expectations to keep 
things interesting. Tessa is a good girl, but she’s 
no Goody Two-shoes. She bickers with her 
younger brother, stays out past curfew, and defies 
her single dad as any normal teen would. When 
she crafts a list of things she wants to do while 
she’s still healthy—one of the hoariest of cancer- 
story clichés—item No. 1 is have sex. No. 3 is do 

drugs (though it should be noted that Tessa 
gets high ona tea made of legal ’shrooms). 
Unfortunately, Downham’s publisher 
has handicapped Before I Die by labeling it 
a young-adult novel, thus ghettoizing this 
gem to the back of most bookstores. It’s ashame, 
because this book is vastly superior to most 
so-called adult novels with high-school-age 
protagonists that have been embraced by the 
literary establishment. (Curtis Sittenfeld’s 
promising but conventional debut, Prep, springs 
to mind.) Even as Downham plunges into un- 
abashedly sentimental territory, the stuff of Life- 
time movies, Tessa’s plight never turns gloopy or 
cloying. In luminous prose that rings completely 
true, Downham earns every tear she wrings from 
her readers. I trust there will be many of them— 
many readers and, of course, many tears. 


DOWNHAM PHOTOGRAPH BY GRANT DELIN 


Playing for Pizza 


John Grisham 
Novel 
yOuN When the 
GRISHAM Cleveland 
Browns’ top 
two QBs are 
ke pith injured in the 
conference 


title game, third-stringer 
Rick Dockery personally 
snatches defeat from 

the jaws of victory. His 
fourth-quarter meltdown 
makes him a national 
punchline, and the only 
team that will hire him is 
the Panthers—in Parma, 
Italy. Grisham is drawn to 
the Old World's restorative 
powers—think Under the 
Tuscan Sun for jocks—but 
his hero prefers American 
coeds abroad. Despite his 
breezy prose and top- 
notch football 1Q, Grisham 
too seems less impressed 
with the natives, introduc- 
ing and then ignoring a 
huddle of colorful locals. 
B-—Jeff Labrecque 


ann seine ONE 


JE DSAY 


The Elephanta 
Suite 
Paul Theroux 


Novellas 


PAUL uc 
itsieiselees astringent 

I #@ novellas, 
Theroux 
: pokes holes 

pap weae in fatuous 

Western illusions about 
India. A sybaritic couple 
experience their ayurvedic- 
spa vacation as an erotic 
reverie, until they are jarred 
by sectarian violence. A 
frigid lawyer discovers the 
pleasures of poor teenage 
prostitutes. In the book's 
strongest tale, “The 
Elephant God,” a Brown 
grad envisions India as a 
testing ground for her 
independence—though no 
student will want to follow 
in her tragic footsteps. 
While the novellas are 
fascinating, all three could 
have been cropped into 


even punchier short stories. 


B+ —Jennifer Reese 


The Choice 


Nicholas Sparks 
Novel 


Fans of 
Sparks’ sig- 
nature use of 
flashbacks to 
illustrate the 
highs (and 
lows) of true love should 
welcome this one. Travis, a 
free-spirited North Carolina 
veterinarian, faces a tough 
decision regarding his 10- 
year marriage to Gabby, an 
uptight physician's assis- 
tant who gave up a reliable 
(read: boring) lover to run 
off with Travis. His “choice” 
is surprising; Sparks leads 
us to think it's one thing 
when it's really another. 
But for the occasional 
treacly moment—during a 
date, Travis and Gabby 
realize “they were sitting 
across from a person who 
just might change the 
course of their lives"—this 
is a pleasantly sentimental 
journey, B —Lynette Rice 


The Devil’s 
Gentleman NEW IN 
Harold Schechter PAPERBACK 
True Crime | Have Heard You 
Calling in the Night 
If Geraldo Thomas Healy mt 
Wee around A memoir of puppy 
in the 1890s, love between a re- 
he would've formed Glasgow 
loved Roland tough guy and his 
a savibics a Doberman pooch. 
young dandy in Manhat- 
tan's Gilded Age high soci- ath Po 
ety. The syphilitic son of a Chimamanda 
Civil War hero saw his hon- Ngozi Adichie 
or challenged by a rival for EW named Adichie’s 
his two-timing fiancée and novel, about couples 
poisoned the poor cad. living amidst 


When he got away with it, Biafra’s civil 

he moved on to a member war in the 

of his upper-crust social "60s, among 

club who'd slighted him. the top 10 of 
Schechter peppers his 2006. 

account of one of America's The Good- 

earliest media circuses with Neighbor Policy 
peacock characters and Charles Ardai 
deliciously tawdry details— A pocket-size murder 
sometimes too much de- mystery by the Hard 


tail (the murder case drags 
a bit). But for scandal sweet 
tooths, this one's a beaut. 
A=-—Chris Nashawaty 


What’s New in...Thrillers 


FROM SERIAL SLAYS TO SHAKESPEARE PLAYS _ 


DEXTER IN THE DARK 


Case Crime founder, 
told in nursery- 
thyme-style verse. 


DARK OF THE MOON i 


Jeff Lindsay Dexter, the Miami PD blood- 
spatter specialist and serial killer of law- 
dodging baddies who inspired the eponymous 
Showtime series, hunts members of a 
3,000-year-old secret society keen on roast- 
ing coeds, Grisliest Death The “followers of 
Moloch” slice and dice a celebrity chef, then 
garnish his headless corpse with the noggin 
of a barbecued party girl. Bottom Line The 
stuffy, academic thriller plot nearly suffocates 
Lindsay's usual wit. B —Aubry D'Arminio 


SLIDE 

Ken Bruen and Jason Starr (paperback) 
Two subplots converge violently when an 
Irish serial killer comes to America and gets 
involved with a Manhattan crack kingpin. 
Grisliest Death “Slide grabbed [him] by his 
lanky hair...and slit his throat from left to 
right. He stepped back, there was always a 
geyser.” Bottom Line A loose follow-up to 
Bruen and Starr's superb 2006 Bust (with a 
couple of the same characters), Slide is all 
genially ferocious menace. A= —Ken Tucker 


John Sandford Sandford introduced 

Det. Virgil Flowers in Invisible Prey, the last 
installment in his long-running Lucas Daven- 
port series. Here, Flowers investigates a 
series of murders in a small Minnesota town. 
Grisliest Death Two victims have their eyes 
shot out. Bottom Line This attempt to kick 
off a new series is eclipsed by both an 
unconvincingly devious villain and a hero 
who signals his hipness with his choice of 
indie-rock T-shirts. C= —Gilbert Cruz 


INTERRED WITH THEIR BONES 


Jennifer Lee Carrell Directing Hamlet at 
London's Globe Theatre, Kate Stanley gets 
swept up in a race against assorted scholarly 
evildoers to crack a centuries-old mystery 
involving Shakespeare, Cervantes, and an 
Arizona bat cave. Grisliest Death A librari- 
an’s throat is slashed (it gapes “like a 

second slack mouth just above his bow tie”). 
Bottom Line This brisk, byzantine novel owes 
debts to The Da Vinci Code and Possession, 
without quite measuring up to either. B —JR 
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Full ‘Sighs’ 


Richard Russo's rich novel offers 
dual visions of the American dream. 
BY JENNIFER REESE 


Though down-at-the-heels and 
probably dying, the Northeast- 
ern towns that Richard Russo 
portrays in his funny, populous 
novels are places you always 
return to with pleasure, as his 


Bridge of | droll accounts of everyday life 
Sighs tend to overshadow the cur- 
Richard Russo | rent of melancholy that runs 
through his work. In his en- 


Novel 

———"__ grossing new novel, Bridge of 
Sighs, Russo confronts head-on the question im- 
plicit in his fiction: Is the American story funda- 
mentally sunny? Or is it dark and twisted? 

Cheerleader for the Pollyannas is Lou C. “Lucy” 

Lynch. A native of fictional Thomaston, N-Y.— 
where cancer rates spiked after a tannery polluted 
the groundwater—Lucy married his high school 
sweetheart, spent 40 years running a grocery, and, 
at 60, declares himself well pleased with his “good 


On the 50th anniversary of Sp tr 


Belin the-seened (oGa Ge She tPe ay e. avid Greenwald, os Ill 


RED MOON RISING 


Russo; 
Bridge builder 


simple” life. But how much misery has Lucy will- 
fully overlooked? By contrast, Lucy’s boyhood 
friend Bobby Marconi never flinched from ugli- 
ness, using anger to fuel his escape from Thomas- 
ton. Nowa famous artist, Bobby is restive and 
alone. Which man got things right? 

Russo doesn’t handle his thematic material with 
subtlety. Everyone in the sizable cast, both cynics 
and sentimentalists, eventually lines up on one 
side of his binary equation. But Russo writes about 
these characters—their fistfights, bar nights, secret 
kisses, self-delusions—with such warmth that, 
whether it turns out to be a hellhole or heaven on 
earth, you're grateful to be back on his turf. B* 


One Drop 
Bliss Broyard 
Memoir 


ie with 
Just before 


the 1990 
death of her 


Matthew Brzezinski A history of the space race told mostly 
from the Russian side. Crucial Moment Sputnik, the 1957 
satellite heard round the world, was a by-product of Soviet 
engineers’ efforts at Cold War missile dominance. Lowdown 
Brzezinski ably pulls back the Iron Curtain to reveal a political 


’ and scientific climate both chaotic and groundbreaking. B+ 


ABALL, A DOG, AND A MONKEY 

Michael D’Antonio An account of America's fledgling space 
program in the first year after Sputnik. Crucial Moment One 
month after the Vanguard rocket’s failure on Dec. 6, 1957, 
Explorer 1's journey into orbit is dubbed a “near miracle.” 


Lowdown With its narrow time frame and dearth of compelling 


protagonists, Ball doesn't Poors clear the she UO: B- 


“LIVE FROM CAPE CANAVERAL” 


father, New 
York Times 
book critic 
Anatole le Broyard Bliss Bro- 
yard learned his deepest 
secret: Her father was part 
black. Later, she discovered 
how far he had gone to 
conceal his racial identity. 
He began “passing” for 
white while at Brooklyn 
College before WWII and 
never looked back, even 
concealing his mother and 
sisters from his own chil- 
dren. Broyard’s investiga- 
tion—including a history of 
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Jay Barbree Inspired to cover space by Sputnik, NBC's longtime 
correspondent offers a candid, first-person view of the U.S. pro- 

gram's first 50 years. Crucial Moment A certain “small step for 
aman, one giant leap for mankind.” Lowdown Barbree describes 
both the Apollo 17 launch and Gus Grissom's plainspokenness ‘ 
with the wide-eyed excitement of a moon-bound astronaut. A= 


interracial marriage and 
| passing—is powerful and 
often moving, marred only 
| by occasional wordiness 
and a lamentable fictional- 
ized scene of her father ap- 
plying for a Social Security 
card, B* —Tina Jordan 


“His droll 
accounts of 
everyday life 
tend to 
overshadow 
the current of 
melancholy that 
runs through 
his work.” 


Who Named 
the Knife 
Linda Spalding 
True Crime 


wo In 1982, 
ee? Spalding was 
KNiek — ajurorin the 

eer Hawaii 

= murder trial 
of Maryann 
Acker—until the judge, 
enraged at her five-minute 
tardiness one day, removed 
her from the case. Spal- 
ding occasionally wondered 
if those five minutes might 
have spared Acker a guilty 
verdict. Then in 2000, she 
found her trial journals and 
impulsively wrote to Acker, 
still imprisoned, and a 
friendship began. Was she 
guilty? Although the ques- 
tion is answered, it's almost 
immaterial. This arresting 
work follows two women, 
their lives shaped by very 
different forces, who found 
themselves at common 
intersections time and time 
again. A~ —TJ 


LOVIN SPAR 


1336135 YN3173 ‘OSSnY 
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Run 
Ann Patchett 
Novel 
Patchett is 
capable of 
Kun lovely work, 


Vn 


Patchett but there 


isn't a believ- 
able moment 
in this inert novel. Doyle, a 
white former Boston mayor, 
has taken his two adopted 
African-American sons, Tip 
and Teddy, to hear Jesse 
Jackson speak. (Unfortu- 
nately, Patchett seems 
hesitant to even acknowl- 
edge the complications of a 
mixed-race family.) Leaving 
the event, Tip is almost 

hit by a car, but a stranger 
saves him. At least the 
Doyles think she's a 
stranger. Secret relation- 
ships are revealed, implausi- 
ble new ones develop, and 
there's even a ghost. The 
loopy plot is so contrived it's 
hard to know what you want 


Look Me in 
the Eye 
John Elder Robison 
Memoir 
b ener Growing up 
¥ took me was a mysti- 
ts et fying experi- 
ence for Ro- 
bison, a 
© bright kid un- 
able to grasp 
even the 


most basic social skills—a 
condition he later learned 
was a form of autism called 
Asperger's. Also: His father 
drank, his mom spent time 
in an institution, and his 
brother—whom he named 
“Varmint"—was shipped 
off to live with a crackpot 
shrink. Dysfunction seems 
to run in the family. (So 
does talent: Varmint re- 
named himself Augusten 
Burroughs.) It's a fantastic 
life story (highlights include 
building guitars for Kiss) 
told with grace, humor, and 


for these characters. It's | 
even harder tocare.G—JR | 


a bracing lack of sentimen- 
tality. A= —Wook Kim 


| 
| 
| 
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Maynard & 
Jennica 
Rudolph Delson 
Debut Novel 


This charmer 
centers on 
two neurotic 
New Yorkers 
(is there any 
elses other kind?) 
who meet on the subway. 
Maynard makes art films, 
a career for “lazy fools,” says 
his grandmother. Jennica 
works on Wall Street and 
believes everything hap- 
pens for a reason—includ- 
ing her meeting Maynard 
on the train while shopping 
for a cat to get rid of the 
mouse in her apartment. 
Maynard, Jennica, and 33 
other lovable characters all 
narrate, a setup that’s less 
daunting than it sounds. 
Delson’s funny, confes- 
sional-style novel recalls 
When Harry Met Sally... No 
wonder Scott Rudin already 
acquired the film rights. 
B+—Vonessa Juarez 


An Author You Can’t Refuse 


Booger-joke-loving humorist Dave Barry is promoting two books 
this fall—but he’d rather be home watching ‘24.’ —Tanner Stransky 


Though he gave up his syndicated newspaper column 
two years ago, Dave Barry hasn't retired. Usually, a dose 
of him is a mouse click away. “I started live-blogging 24 
on davebarry.com,” says the author, 60, suppressing a 
chuckle. The Fox drama—one of his guilty pleasures— 
gets his signature satirical jabs, in minute-by-minute 
format. “It’s one of the silliest shows in years,” he adds. 
“But silly in a good way. | just love to smack my fore- 
head—oh God, there's another terrorist infiltrating!” 
Despite entering the blogosphere, the Miami-based 
author hasn't logged off print. He’s publishing two books 


this fall, Dave Barry's History of the Millennium (So Far), a compilation of year-in- 
review columns, and Peter and the Secret of Rundoon, the third installment in his 
best-selling children’s series of Peter Pan prequels co-authored with Ridley Pearson. 


And Barry is going Hollywood, too. He recently sold a 
screenplay he co-wrote with Washington Post columnist 
Gene Weingarten to Paramount Vantage. “It's about a tabloid 
reporter who discovers a huge, scary secret about the U.S. 
government,” Barry says. “He tries to reveal it, but because he 
works for the Weekly World News, no one believes him even 
though it's true.” Sound a tad heavy for the humorist? Don't 
worry, “I love to keep it light. | have nothing important to say— 
I never have,” he insists. “And I'm fine with that.” 


THE CHARTS 


HARDCOVER BEST-SELLERS 


BILL 
CLINTON 


GIVING 


A little charity trumps 
teenage sorcery. Pub- 
lishers Weekly reports 
that not only does Bill 
Clinton's book top the 
week's nonfiction list, it 
outsells Harry Potter. 


mow Eace oF Us 


NONFICTION TOP 10 


GIVING Bill Clinton 
© The book by the former president/aspiring 
First Spouse has 550,000 copies in print. 


THE SECRET Rhonda Byrne 


THE WEIGHT LOSS CURE “THEY” DON'T WANT 
YOU TO KNOW ABOUT Kevin Trudeau 


GIVING 


MOTHER TERESA Mother Teresa and Brian Kolodiejchuk 
© This book, compiled from letters the late 
Catholic nun wrote throughout her lifetime, 
reveals that she often experienced profound 
doubts about her faith in God. After five 
printings, there are 175,000 copies circulating. 


QUIET STRENGTH Tony Dungy with Nathan Whitaker 


THE DANGEROUS BOOK FOR BOYS 


Conn and Hal Iggulden 


DEAD CERTAIN Robert Draper 


WONDERFUL TONIGHT Pattie Boyd with Penny Junor 


THINGS | OVERHEARD WHILE TALKING TO MYSELF 
Alan Alda 

© Following his more conventional 2005 
memoir, ‘Never Have Your Dog Stuffed,’ the 
actor reworks old speeches into a collection of 
inspirational essays. ‘Things’ stands at 
180,000 copies after four print runs. 


FICTION TOP 10 


A THOUSAND SPLENDID SUNS Khaled Hosseini 


THE WHEEL OF DARKNESS Douglas Preston and 
Lincoln Child 


BONES TO ASHES Kathy Reichs 


DARK POSSESSION Christine Feehan FT 


THE QUICKIE James Patterson and Michael Ledwidae 10 
HEARTSICK Chelsea Cain |v | 


=} = PLAY DIRTY Sandra Brown 
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ale} SWEET REVENGE Diane Mott Davidson 
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A WAR 


OF WORDS 


‘s By Mark Harris 


his fall, what you know about World War II will change for- 
ever,” promise the posters touting Ken Burns’ The War. 
They’re not kidding. The 15-hour PBS documentary hasn’t 
even aired, and I’ve already learned something new: Appar- 
ently, the Allies defeated the Nazis in Europe and won the war in the 
Pacific without using a single naughty word. At least, that’s the 
message that public television viewers in some parts of the country will 
be getting, since PBS has decided to offer its local stations both 
an unexpurgated version of the film and a sanitized one that 
deletes exactly four curses, thus making television, history, 
and global conflict all safe for a 6-year-old. From the man 
who brought you The Civil War, here’s the sequel: The 
Exceptionally Civil War. (There’s no word yet on whether 
episode 5, entitled “FUBAR,” will be renamed “UBAR.”) 
I wish this were a joke; it certainly sounds like one. Or, if not 


“fleeting expletives” on live shows (e.g., “Holy s---, 
I can’t believe I won this award!”) as indecent, 
Martin issued a tantrum of a statement in tired 
and familiar language. The judges who overruled 
him—or, as he pointedly put it, “the New York 
court”—were “divorced from reality”; he added 
that unless the FCC was allowed to rule witha 
firmer hand, “Hollywood will be able to say any- 
thing they want.” You know how the rest of this 
goes, right? “New York” and “Hollywood” are on 
the side of unfettered evil; on the other side is, 
naturally, “America.” Choose your team carefully. 

A few years ago, this might have played better 
with its intended constituency. But today, a new 
divide is emerging that doesn’t fall so naturally 
along partisan lines. There are people who want 
to childproof all of mass culture. Then there is 
a group of adults who don’t want their entertain- 
ment options, at home or anywhere else, curtailed 
because somebody else’s child might be watching 
something that his parents might not want him 
to see. It’s “Think about the children!” versus 
“You made ’em, you raise ’em”—and that’s not a 
red-state/blue-state issue. 

It’s shocking, in 2007, to hear the chairman of 
a federal commission complain that Hollywood 
can “say anything they want,” and not just because 
of the indecent grammar. Aside from its 
carefree ignorance of the First Amend- 
ment, Martin’s statement underscores 
just how bewildering and, in a way, anti- 
quated the notion of the airwaves as a 
public entity has become, because of 
course “Hollywood” can say whatever 
it wants—anywhere except on network 
TV. The government has no control over 


ajoke, perhaps an act of brinksmanship engineered to demon- “The FCC's what's released in movie theaters or on 
strate just how ludicrous the Federal CommunicationsCom- harrumphing PD VD. yan arrives in books oron CDs, or 
mission’s appetite to root out “indecency” has become under efforts may tae 2 pe ee a ee 
its current chairman, Kevin Martin. But that’s not the case. be losing dele se maant araaene Republi- 
The FCC can’t tell networks what to air in advance. However, SUPportacroOSS canand Democrat, don’t wankacaltacal 
if you think PBS is being paranoid, consider the fact that the party lines. commissar of any kind making enter- 
FCC fined a San Mateo, Calif., public TV station $15,000 for pro- It’stime tainment decisions for them or their 
fanity in Martin Scorsese’s documentary The Blues last year.It ¢g ask why the families. Perhaps it’s time to ask why 
seems Americaisn’t ready to know that musicians curse, either. TV should be treated any differently— 
F F government why, in fact, the government has any 

But the FCC’s harrumphing efforts to spot and squelch has any iikihiaks reaulaunigit ately Many pedple 
indecency (as wellas profit from it by means ofhefty fines) may business regu- would welcome areal discussion about 
be losing support across party lines. The San Mateo station is latin g TV.” how the television industry can serve 


appealing the ruling against The Blues, which one of the FCC’s 
own members suggested defied “common sense”; CBS is currently 
in court arguing that Janet Jackson’s nipple should not result in a half- 
million-dollar cash prize to the government; and no less ironclad acon- 
servative than George Will has groaned at a squeaky-clean version of 
The War. Given the contempt being expressed by just about everyone 
for this decision, is it possible that we are finally turning a corner in 
that beloved long-standing talk-radio chew toy, the “culture wars”? 
In June, when a federal court tossed out the FCC’s attempt to label 
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both the legitimate needs of parents 
(who themselves have widely varying viewpoints 
about what’s appropriate for their kids) and the 
rights of entertainment consumers. But there has 
to be abetter way to initiate that conversation than 
opportunistic fines for rough language imposed 
by indecency police. Meanwhile, it wouldn’t hurt 
if PBS rediscovered its spine and decided to stand 
behind The War—every single word of it—even if 
that means another trip to court. @ 
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AN INSIDER’S ORAL HISTORY OF THE CREATION OF ‘STAR TREK: THE NEXT GENERATION’ 
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ORAL HISTORY 


Gene Roddenberry's update on his 
optimistic vision of humanity's 
future set ‘Trek’ on a blistering 20- 
year mission—including four ‘TNG 
movies, three more ‘Trek’ TV series 
and on explosion in first-run syndi 
cated TV—that no one could have 
foreseen. To commemorate the 
20th anniversary of ‘TNG,' we're 
looking back at the genesis of the 
episode that (re)started it all 


THE CONCEPT 


Gene Roddenberry's first attempt 
to mount a new ‘Trek’ live-action 
series came a decade before ‘The 
Next Generation.’ 
ROBERT H. JUSTMAN, ORIGINAL 
SERIES PRODUCER, SUPERVISING 
PRODUCER ON TNG | think [the idea 
for a new series] came about as a 
result of the sudden explosion of 
Star Trek reruns. It just gathered up 
a whole slew of people who had 
never seen the show. But the 
whole thing came to naught be- 
cause of, | think, tense bargaining 
terms with respect to money. 
DOROTHY (D.C.) FONTANA 
ORIGINAL SERIES WRITER, ASSOCIATE 
PRODUCER ON TNG, CO-WRITER OF 
ENCOUNTER AT FARPOINT" | think 
approximately six scripts were de- 
veloped [for what was then called 


> CHECKING IN ON... 


Patrick Stewart 


n-Luc 


After the demise of Professor 
Xavier in last year’s X-Men 3, 


Stewart returned to his roots, per- 
forming the titular role in Mac- 
beth and costarring in Twelfth 
Night at England's Chichester 
Festival Theatre. Starting this 
week, Macbeth heads to London. 


Star Trek: Phase II]. Then, Star 
Wars happened. Suddenly Para- 
mount was saying, “Don't we have 
a franchise show that we could do 
that with?" The idea for a series, to 
my understanding, was put aside 
and they started doing the movie. 


The idea for a new series sat fal- 
low for several years as Paramount 
cranked out four ‘Star Trek’ movies 
with the original cast before moving 
ahead with what would become 
‘The Next Generation. 

JUSTMAN In the mid-1980s, 
Paramount realized that they were 
making zillions of dollars on this 
old television show and if they had 
a new one, they could milk the cow 
again. Gene had a peculiar way of 
getting people onto whatever show 
he was doing. | knew enough to 
know that when he called me to 
go to lunch and screen some films 
to look at the special effects, 

a new show was in the offing. This 
is late September, early October 
1986. We saw a film called Aliens, 
and | said, “Jesus Christ, Gene, 
that was a great picture! But have 
you ever seen Blade Runner?" 

And [Gene said] “What's that?” 
He didn’t know what Blade Runner 
was! | said, “You'd better take 

a look at that,” and in the mean- 


time, | just went to work, 
FONTANA Late 1986, in the fall, 
Gene Roddenberry called me and 
said, “I'm interested in getting a 
new Star Trek series on the road.” 
He outlined how he wanted it to be 
sometime after the original series. 
New cast, new characters. He in- 
vited me, Bob Justman, [original 
series writer] David Gerrold, and 
{original series associate producer] 
Eddie Milkis to put our ideas in. We 
wrote tons of memos. 


Roddenberry also persuaded a 
young Paramount TV exec named 
Rick Berman to leave his post 
overseeing the new ‘Trek’ and join 
the production full-time as a 


supervising producer. 


RICK BERMAN, suPeRVisING 
PRODUCER There were three reasons 
not to do it. One, this was a sequel, 
and sequels on television had never 
been successful. Two, it was sci- 
ence fiction, and in the 1980s 
science fiction was not successful. 
And three, it was going to be syn- 
dicated, not a network program. 
But my desire to get into the 
ranks of producers was strong 
enough that | agreed. 


The brainstorming sessions 
continued, out of which emerged 
some ideas that made it to the 
show—a more thoughtful, diplo- 
matic captain who remains on the 
bridge rather than joining the away 


team; a much larger ‘Enterprise 


that housed over 1,000 people, in 
cluding families. Other ideas, well, 
didn't quite make the cut 
FONTANA | objected to Troi hav- 
ing three breasts. | felt women 
have enough trouble with two. And 
how are you going to line them up? 


> CHECKING IN ON... 


LeVar Burton 


Burton—whose last major role 
was as Martin Luther King Jr. 


in Michael Mann's Ali—has 


directed episodes of several 
Trek TV series, as well as 

JAG, Las Vegas, and Charmed. 
He is currently prepping the 
indie feature Letting Go. 


Vertically, horizontally, or what? | 
was like, please, don’t go there. 
And they didn’t, fortunately. 


THE DESIGN 


By Christmas 1986, the essentials 
for the new ‘Trek’ were settled. 
Fontana was hired to write the 
pilot episode, a mystery about a 
strange alien outpost called Far- 
point Station, while Roddenberry 
went about finding craftsmen to 
design the 24th century. 
HERMAN ZIMMERMAN, 
PRODUCTION DESIGNER The rumor 
around the [Paramount] lot was 
that this was another one of 
Gene Roddenberry's attempts to 
re-create his original television 
series and as such was probably 
not going to be anything more 
than a pilot. When | met Gene, 
my whole attitude changed 
dramatically. Gene is—I'm talking 
about him as if he's still alive—a 
humanist with a capital H. Gene 
had a way of making you feel very 
important to his project. 
MICHAEL OKUDA, scenic ARTIST 
Gene was very open to innova- 
tion, to looking at things from 
original angles. He also very 
much depended on the people 
working for him. He knew the 
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feelings he wanted to evoke, but 
he didn't necessarily visually 
know how to evoke it. That's 
what we get paid for. 

ANDREW PROBERT, CONSULTING 
SENIOR ILLUSTRATOR | was hired to 
design the bridge. Gene wanted 
something that was rather large, 
very comfortable, had a lot of earth 
tones in it. He did not want people 
hunched over computer consoles. 
He wanted it to look more like a 


> CHECKING IN ON. 


Jonathan Frakes 


Last year, Frakes directed The 
Librarian: Return to King Solo- 


mon’s Mines, the sequel to the 
hit TNT movie. “The Discarded,” 
his episode of ABC's acclaimed 
miniseries Masters of Science 
Fiction (with John Hurt and Bri- 
an Dennehy), aired last month. 


living room than an IBM center. 
OKUDA One way that people try to 
show that things are advanced is 
you have a lot of blinky, flashing 
lights. | wanted to go in the oppo- 
site direction. | wanted to show 
that this ship was so advanced 
that it was simple. 
ZIMMERMAN We were criticized 
by the fans, who said it looked like 
a Hyatt Regency hotel. | was okay 
with that. Gene wanted light col- 


ors, he wanted space, he wanted it 
to feel like home. He did not want it 
to feel like a submarine. 
PROBERT While | was doing the 
bridge, | was also doing sketches, 
on my own, of the new Enterprise. 
David Gerrold—he's the guy who 
[wrote the original Trek episode] 
“The Trouble With Tribbles"—saw 
my sketch, pulled it off the wall, 
and showed it to Gene and Bob. It 
got approved on the spot. I'm still 
flabbergasted Gene seemed to 
like it so much. 


THE CAST 


By late January, Fontana's first 
draft was in, and Roddenberry 
assigned Justman and Berman 
the not-so-simple task of finding 
the new cast 

DENISE CROSBY, LIEUT. TASHA 
YAR | thought, “Oh, no, come on, 
you've got to be kidding me. 


WIREIMAGE.COM 


REY MAYE 


4 


; Spiner on the 


Who's going to watch this? Why 
do they just keep regurgitating old 
ideas?” | just thought it sounded 
so rinky-dink. But | thought, “Well, 
who am | to turn down work?” | 
originally read for Troi. What was 
a Betazoid? It just sounded so 
gobbledygook and weird. 
FONTANA Originally, Tasha Yar 
was going to be Latina; they 
thought of Jenette Goldstein, 
who played Vasquez in Aliens. 

| said, “Well, you have to know 
that Jenette Goldstein is not 
Latina. She is petite, blue-eyed, 
freckle-faced.” 

CROSBY The original description 
of Troi was this cool, Icelandic 
blonde. Almost Spock-like. Marina 
[Sirtis] was reading for Tasha. 
Somewhere, about the second or 
third audition, Gene Roddenberry 
had this idea: Let's just switch 
them and see what happens. 
LeVAR BURTON, LicUT GEORDI 


LA FORGE Bob [Justman] and | had 
done a TV movie in the early ‘80s. | 
was such a fan of Star Trek, we sat 
around on the set, and | just 
pumped him for stories about 
Shatner and Nimoy. So | got a call 
from Bob saying they were mount- 
ing anew Star Trek series and 
would | be interested. My only 
question was, Is Gene involved? 


Two of the show's most well- 
known characters, Lieut. Comdr. 
Data and Coma. William “Num- 
ber One” Riker, were almost 
played by other actors. 
JUSTMAN With Data, there were 
two possibilities: The one who got 
it [Brent Spiner], and the one who 
didn't, Eric Menyuk. | was the only 
guy who preferred [Menyuk]. Not 
that | didn’t like [Spiner]; | just 
thought that the other one had 
more stuff. We brought him back 
to play the Traveler [in “Where No 
One Has Gone Before” and other 
episodes]. 

BERMAN Jonathan Frakes, who's 
one of my closest friends, was the 
second choice for Riker. The first 
choice—an actor I'm sure you know 
who | will not mention—went in 
and read [for the studio first]. 


> CHECKING IN ON... 


Michael Dorn 


Aside from a recurring role in 
the Tim Allen Santa Clause 
series and parts on various film 
projects, Dorn is very busy on 
the cartoon voice-over circuit, 
having done roles on TV shows 
like Justice League Unlimited 
and Duck Dodgers. 


JUSTMAN He froze. So they gave 
him another chance seven days 
later. Failed again. He just didn’t 
have it. Jonathan Frakes was 
next up; | remember that we were 
up in the Paramount offices, 

and Frakes was waiting outside. 
As we left and went down the 
corridor, | looked at him and went 
like this. [He gives a thumbs up.] 
He grinned. 


Michael Dorn, Gates McFadden, 
and Wil Wheaton all easily landed 
their respective roles as Lieut. 
Worf, Dr. Beverly Crusher, and her 
son, Wesley. Not surprisingly, the 
hardest role to cast was the most 
important: Capt. Jean-Luc Picard 
FONTANA | was [pushing for] 
Stephen Macht, who had a boom- 
ing career at the time and was a 
very attractive man. He was more 
of a Kirk-type captain, more of a 
physical guy. Bob Justman was 
pumping for Patrick Stewart, who 
had been on [PBS' 1977 mini- 
series] /, Claudius. 

JUSTMAN My wife, Jackie, and | 
were enrolled in a UCLA Extension 
[class] on Humor in the Arts. One 
night, an actor and actress were 
brought in to do cold readings of 
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Shakespeare comedies. | don't 
remember her name, but | saw 
Patrick—he hadn't gotten more 
than a sentence or two off when | 
turned to Jackie and said, “| think 
we've found our new captain.” 

| arranged for a meeting be- 
tween him, Gene, and myself at 
Gene's house. Patrick spent about 
45 minutes talking with us. We 
saw him to the door and stood 
watching him drive away. Gene 
closed the door, turned to me, and 
said, quote, “! won't have him.” 
BERMAN Gene thought he was a 
charming and delightful guy, but 
said, “I'm not going to have a bald 
Englishman in his 40s become my 
new captain.” 
Everybody liked 
Patrick, except Gene Roddenberry. 
We were interviewing possibilities 
three weeks before the shoot, and 
we didn't have anyone. 
BERMAN It was very, very diffi- 
cult. There were a lot of actors who 
weren't interested in doing 
a syndicated science-fiction show. 
So! said, “Let's bug Gene into 
reconsidering Patrick.” And Just- 
man, using the wisdom of someone 
who'd worked with Gene for many 
years, said, “Once Gene makes up 


JUSTMAN 


> CHECKING IN ON... 


Brent Spiner 


Data 


In 2005, he costarred in the 
CBS sci-fi drama Threshold, 


executive-produced by Trek vet 
Brannon Braga. He also starred 
alongside Hilary and Haylie Duff 
in the 2006 comedy Material 
Girls. Currently, he’s in the stu- 
dio recording a concept album. 


his mind, he's not going to change 
his mind—don't waste your breath.” 
But me, being in my mid-30s, full 
of piss and vinegar, started bugging 
Gene about reconsidering Patrick. 
JUSTMAN We were in our office, 
and the last possible, viable candi- 
date left the room, closed the door 
behind him, and there was a long 
silence. Gene heaved a heavy sigh, 
turned and faced us, and said, “All 
right, I'll go with Patrick.” 


se’ be bald? 
JUSTMAN We said we better not 
take any chances.... The day he 


was to go up and meet the brass at 
Paramount, we had him affix his 
hairpiece. | took him to the mirror, | 
looked at him, he looked at me, and 
| said, “Ahhh! Take it off, take it 
off!” It was just awful. 

BERMAN The president of net- 
work television at the time, a gen- 
tleman named John Pike, was wise 
enough to say, “He's your man, but 
have him lose the wig.” 


Spiner and a heavily 
made-up Kelley 


open with an hour-and-a-half story 
and a half hour of interviews and 
clips from the old show to tie the 
two together. | said, “Okay, | will 
write an hour-and-a-half script.” 
JUSTMAN At the last minute, 
Paramount said, “No, it's not a 90- 
minute, it's a two-hour [episode].” 
| got Gene to write extra scenes 
that we inserted into the action. 
BERMAN Gene created a second 
story line about this somewhat 
omnipotent character named Q, 
who stops the Enterprise and says: 
You have to convince me that 
you're worthy of venturing further 
out into the galaxy. Oddly enough, 
the Q story is the far more remem- 
bered of the two. 
OHN DE LANCIE, g [My agent] 
said, “You have an audition to- 
morrow at 4:30, and it's for—gee, 


fone 
a 


Ni 
neu 


there must be a typo, it's just the 
letter Q. And it’s for Star Trek.” 
And | went, “Star Trek? | thought 
they did Star Trek.” “Well, they're 
doing it again.” | didn't go be- 
cause | was rehearsing a play, and 
| was one of the leads. 

A week later my agent called 
and she said, “You didn't show up 
for an audition.” | said, “Well, if you 
can make the audition around 
lunchtime, I'll be able to do that.” | 
took a look at the material very 
quickly and auditioned. A big guy 
walked out, put his hands on my 
shoulder, and said, “You make my 
words sound better than they are.” 
| said, “Well, you must be the 
writer.” And he said, “I'm Gene 
Roddenberry.” 

| had absolutely no idea who 
that was. 


138 33135 3! 


THE SHOOT 


The cast was set. The sets were 
built. Engage! 
CROSBY When did | think this 
was going to fly? Once | got on the 
set and | saw the other actors. You 
had people like LeVar Burton and 
Wil Wheaton, [who was] probably 
the most famous because of Stand 
by Me. Then, of course, Patrick 
Stewart gets on board and you feel 
like the whole Shakespearean 
company has entered the room. 
BURTON When you've imagined 
it in your mind so many times, be- 
ing beamed for the first time, it's a 
pretty cool thing. But it really just 
involves standing there and count- 


> CHECKING IN ON... 


Marina Sirtis 


Troi 


Of late, Sirtis has guest-starred 
on episodes of Without a Trace, 


Girlfriends, and The Closer. Last 
January, she played Queen 
Wealhtheow in the Sci Fi Chan- 
nel's original movie Grendel, 

an adaptation of the ancient 
legend of Beowulf. 
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spinef lewis: 
Sirtis, and Crosby 


ing to seven, and they do the rest. 
Unless of course you can find ac- 
tors who do their own beaming, 
but none of us were that good— 
not in the first season, certainly. 
DE LANCIE Gene came up to me 
after about the third day of shoot- 
ing. He said, “You have no idea 
what you've gotten yourself into.” 
| said, “| don't know what you're 
talking about.” He said, “You'll 
find out.” 
There was one actor in “En- 
counter at Farpoint” who did 


Roddenberry meant 


know what |} 


st Kelley, a.k.a 


al Leonard “Bones’ 


10, ina memorable 
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“Farpoint” direc 
Corey Allen, Burt 
and Frakes i 


cameo, took a tour of the new 


Enterprise 


with Data 


FONTANA | wrote it because | 
thought we should have a connec- 
tion with the old show. In fact, De 
was visiting the offices one day 
[while | was writing]. | said, “Hey, 
come in, | want you to read this.” 
He said, “That's really beautiful, but 
| don't think they'd want someone 
like me around, do you?” As it 
turned out, that scene connected 


> CHECKING IN ON... 


Denise Crosby 


Crosby has guest-starred on 
Crossing Jordan and Dexter, and 


will appear this fall on Bones. 
Currently developing a third 
Trekkies doc, she also just shot 
acameo on Star Trek: New Voy- 
ages, a fan-produced “fourth 
season” of the original Trek. 


to a lot of people. [Bones’] crown- 
ing line—"“Treat her like a lady and 
she'll always bring you home" —was 
very effective. It was an interesting 
connection between, in essence, 
[the] Spock-like character [and] 
the irascible McCoy. 
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BURTON We hated our space 
suits. There were no pockets in 
them. As much as they call it a 
stretch fabric, spandex in that 
configuration doesn't give all that 
much. It hid nothing. 

CROSBY None of us had ever 
done anything remotely like this. 
We're talking about using pieces 
of equipment that don't really 
exist. | remember we had to 
make-believe we see these weird 
creatures floating around, these 
amoeba-like things. The director 
had to describe this to us. We 
couldn't help but laugh. 
BURTON We were all very 
nervous. There was a lot of erect 
posture and crispy Yes, captains. 
It took a while for us to relax. We 
were all new to that process of 
episodic TV. We felt that we were 
stepping into such big shoes that 
we took it, and perhaps ourselves, 
too seriously. | think by the end 
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of season 2, the end of season 3, 
we really began to hit our stride. 
We never stopped. We never 
slowed down until [the finale] 
“All Good Things...” 


who were airing their feelings: 
“We don't want anybody taking 
the place of Kirk and Spock, and 
we don't want an English guy 
who's 10 years older than Kirk was 
to be the head of the ship.” 

At the time we were 
shooting [the pilot], there was a 
Star Trek convention in the [San 


Dorn, Spiner, 
and a blue- 
screen 


Fernando] Valley. | got permission 
to address the fans there, and | 
said, “| want you to know that we 
haven't forgotten you. Please don't 
shoot us down without knowing 
what we're about to do. Don't pre- 
judge us. Be patient and see what 
comes out; | think you're going to 
like it very, very much." 


1, for the most part, tt 


! The fire 
did. The first epi 


> CHECKING IN ON... 


Wil Wheaton 


Wesley Crusher 


Wheaton is now an author, 
having written books like 


The Happiest Days of Our 
Lives and Just a Geek. He also 
blogs at wilwheaton.type 
pad.com and hilariously 
revisits TNG’s first season at 
tvsquad.com. 


et aione a syndicate 


—and Pc nount picked up 


d full seasc 
The fourth estate was 
very vocal about how fans of the 
original were not feeling The Next 
Generation. | always figured that 
was more hype than real. Because 
genuine Star Trek fans are open- 
minded by nature. You can't 
embrace the philosophy of infinite 
diversity and respect for all life 
without having somewhat of an 
open mind. Even given that there 
was an absolute love for and loy- 
alty to the original series, | never 
bought the idea that genuine Star 
Trek fans had no room in their 
hearts for a new incarnation. So 
there. [Laughs] 

| had no idea at the 
time that this was going to be 
such a meaningful show and res- 
onate like it has to so many peo- 
ple. In truth, had | known, | think | 
would have reconsidered [leaving 
the show in the first season]. 

Midway through the 

first season, | told Paramount | 
was going to retire. I'd accom- 
plished what | wanted to accom- 
plish. Star Trek wasn't a fluke. 
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LOG ENTRY As happens every so often, the 
Enterprise is observing a temporal rift in deep 
space when another Federation starship comes 
through the rift. In a flash, we're thrown into an 
alternate universe. The Enterprise is suddenly 

a ship of war. The bridge crew is armed with 
phasers. Deanna Troi isn't in the ship's comple- 
ment, and neither is Worf. And, most amazingly, 
the deceased Tasha Yar is back at her post. The 
mystery ship turns out to be the barely functional, 
battle-scarred Enterprise C, which history 
records as having been lost 22 years ago. Its 
appearance in the present has twisted the 
timeline. Now the Federation is in a losing war 
with the Klingon empire—and the temporally 
sensitive Guinan (Whoopi Goldberg) intuits that 
the Enterprise C's disappearance from its own 
timeline may be responsible. The only solution: 
Picard must send the ship back through the rift, 
back to the firefight it barely escaped from, to 
certain destruction. 

CRITIQUE This episode takes one simple premise— 
that every action, like a pebble thrown in a pond, 
has a rippling effect—and exploits the heck out of 
it. Offering massive space battles, hardcore Trek 
continuity revelations, and a poignant story line, in 
which Tasha falls for a doomed crewman and 
chooses to join him on a suicide run, this hour of 
Trek is the gold standard. As Picard says, before 
committing his own ship to destruction, “Let's 
make sure that history never forgets the name 
Enterprise.” Mission accomplished. 

TRIVIA This was the first time Denise Crosby 
returned to the show after her character was killed 
in the first season. She would later be seen as a 
Romulan in the fifth season. —Mare Bernardin 
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LOG ENTRY The Borg are coming. 
A brazen young Borg expert, Com- 
mander Shelby (Elizabeth Den- 
nehy), joins Picard's crew to help 
get them up to speed, but they've 
little time before the Enterprise 
makes contact. In the ensuing 
battle, the Enterprise discovers a 
weakness, but before they can ex- 
ploit it, a Borg boarding party 
beams onto the bridge and kidnaps 
Picard. They transform him into 
Locutus of Borg, and he leads the 
Borg toward Earth. Riker and Shel- 
by coordinate a rescue mission to 
retrieve Picard, and he clues them 
in on how to stop the Borg attack. 
CRITIQUE This all-action-all-the- 
time two-parter is how you build 
a cliff-hanger and then pay it off. 
And Picard’s indoctrination into 
the Borg Collective hangs over 
the balance of TNG's story line. 
TRIVIA As TNG's head writer, the 
late Michael Piller instituted an 
open submission policy. Anyone 
could write an episode and send it 
in for consideration. No TV show 
before or since has done so. —-MB 
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LOG ENTRY A mysterious probe—is there any other kind?—shoots 
some sort of beam into the captain's brain, and whammo: A 
knocked-out Picard is suddenly a man named “Kamin,” a married 
metal weaver on the planet of Kataan. While the Enterprise crew 
quickly assesses the situation, years pass for Picard as he 

begins to accept, and then embrace, his new existence as a father, 
grandfather, struggling flautist, and armchair scientist horrified 
to discover Kataan is a dying planet. At a ripe old age, Kamin 
witnesses the launching of a probe—the very one, in fact, that 
started this journey—and with all of Kamin’s loved ones around 
him, Picard awakes on the Enterprise having lived a third of a life- 
time in less than an hour. 

CRITIQUE Using a sci-fi conceit to tap into a surprisingly deep well 
of subtle emotional storytelling, this was TNG at its most moving. 
Patrick Stewart should have won an Emmy for the final scene 
alone: Picard, in his quarters, silently and ardently clutching 
Kamin's flute, his only tangible reminder of the full family life he 
himself could never have. 

TRIVIA Stewart's real-life son, Daniel, played Kamin's son, the first 
time the two had worked together on camera. —Adam B. Vary 
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LOG ENTRY While on an away 
mission, Picard catches a weapons 
blast in the chest that fries his 
artificial heart. As he lies on the 
operating table, he gets a visit from 
the puckish “Q,” who shows us how 
he lost his heart in the first place. 
Now we're back with young, dash- 
ing, womanizing Ensign Picard, 
just before his first assignment. 
But Jean-Luc plays his cards dif- 
ferently this time, avoiding the risks 
he courted in his youth—and keep- 
ing his real heart. Only when Q 
shows him the life such safety 
would bring—an aging science of- 
ficer who would never have a shot 
at a command—does Picard realize 
that he's the result of his mistakes. 
CRITIQUE The all-powerful Q has 
been almost as big a crutch for 
TNG storytelling as the holodeck 
(and you'll notice no holodeck 
episodes here). But “Tapestry” 
allowed Q to show us Picard’s 
wonderful life. It's as Twilight 
Zone-y as the show got—and 
that's a high compliment indeed. 
TRIVIA John de Lancie owned a 
company that produced dramatic 
adaptations of classic sci-fi texts. 
His partner: Leonard Nimoy. —MB 
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When the Enterprise 
docks at a starbase, its crew mem- 
bers encounter two old adversaries. 
Comdr. Bruce Maddox (Brian 
Brophy), a coldhearted cybernetics 
expert who once opposed Data's 
entrance into Starfleet Academy, 
seeks to dismantle the android, 
which he believes to be Starfleet 
property. And Capt. Phillipa Lou- 
vois (Amanda McBroom), who long 
ago prosecuted Captain Picard in a 
court-martial, presides over the trial 
that results when Data refuses to 
comply with Maddox. Data's rights 
as a sentient being are recognized 
in the end, but not before a tense 
courtroom showdown between 
Picard (who defends Data) and 
Riker (whom Louvois forces to 
reluctantly prosecute his comrade). 
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Is Data man or 
machine? Patrick Stewart's back- 
ground in classical theater was 
never more evident than in the 
fiery oratory Picard summons to 
answer that thorny question. 
(Jonathan Frakes’ tortured turn as 
Riker is pretty impressive too.) 
With its poignant details and its 
far-reaching ethical considera- 
tions, “Measure” was the first time 
audiences saw what The Next 
Generation was truly capable of. 

The lines of poetry that 
Maddox comes across while 
rifling through Data's book— 
“When in disgrace with fortune 
and men’s eyes/| all alone be- 
weep my outcast state”—are 
from Shakespeare's “Sonnet 
29." —Simon Vozick-Levinson 


ENTERTAINMENT WEEKLY 21 


THE TOP 10 


SINS OF THE FATHER 


SEASON 3 AIRD/ 


LOG ENTRY A hard-ass Klingon commander (Tony Todd) visits the En- 
terprise as part of a cultural exchange program, alienating the crew 
with his warrior-race ways. No surprise there. But then the officer 
drops a couple of bombs. First, he’s actually Worf's long-lost younger 
brother. Oh, and their dad? The Klingon High Council has posthumous- 
ly ruled him to be a traitor, in cahoots with—oh, no, they didn’t!—the 
Romulans, the very people responsible for his death. With Picard 
steadfastly at his side, Worf returns to the Klingon homeworld to de- 
fend his old man’s rep and face certain death (such are the rules if you 
lose an appeal). At the eleventh hour, Picard comes in for the save by 
locating a witness to not only clear Dad's name but help implicate a 
powerful Klingon clan in a cover-up. With the Council unwilling to rat 
out the true culprit, Worf excommunicates himself from the tribe— 
effectively accepting his father’s guilt—to save the life of his brother. 
CRITIQUE “Sins” plays out with the confidence and restraint of a piece 
of thinky theater—punctuated, no less, by Stewart's Shakespearean in- 
flections. Just as the Bard often sourced Greco-Roman mythology, so 
too does this weighty TNG episode embrace timeless, classical 
themes—the meaning of honor, familial sacrifice, ethical conundrums. 
Amid a fictional universe teeming with colorful aliens and made-up 
technobabble, such restraint in storytelling is all the more noble. 
TRIVIA Hamlet, Much Ado About Nothing, and Gilgamesh have all 
been published in the Klingon language. —Nisha Gopalan 
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Riker has gone un- 
dercover as a denizen of Malcor III 
in order to evaluate whether the 
pre-warp-drive planet is ready to 
interact with the Federation for 
the first time. But when he's 
hospitalized for an injury, doctors 
suspect his extra-Malcorian 
origins and grow hostile. The 
Enterprise crew attempts to 
defuse the situation by informing 
a few select government officials 
about the existence of advanced 
civilizations on other worlds, 
but ultimately they must rescue 
Riker and retreat—with one open- 
minded Malcor native in tow. 

The Malcorians, though 
technologically primitive by Trek 
standards, offer intriguing parallels 
to modern-day audiences. While 
some welcome their interstellar 
visitors with a sense of wonder, 
many fear and reject them. The re- 
sult is one of the series’ most illu- 
minating parables of xenophobia. 

. The Malcorian nurse who 
seduces Riker once his true iden- 
tity is uncovered is played by 
Bebe Neuwirth. —SVL 
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CHAIN OF 
COMMAND 


PART Il 


SEASON 6 AIRDATE: 12/21/92 


Captured by the Car- 
dassians while on a covert Federa- 
tion mission (depicted in “Chain of 
Command, Part |"), Picard is 
turned over to Gul Madred (David 
Warner), an imperious interrogator. 
Our dear captain is stripped, dan- 
gled from the ceiling overnight, and 
implanted with a device that 
causes immense pain in any part of 
the body that suits Madred. Back 
on the Enterprise, Picard's caustic 
replacement, Captain Jellico (the 
superb Ronny Cox), engages in 
high-stakes diplomacy that even- 
tually secures Picard’s release. 

Cutting between 
scenes on an anxious, unhappy 
Enterprise and of an abused and 
demoralized Picard, this is one of 
the darkest—and most resonant— 
episodes in the series’ history. 

Warner is no stranger to 
the final frontier, having appeared 
as a human in Star Trek V and, 
more famously, as the far-thinking 
and quite doomed Klingon chan- 
cellor Gorkon in Star Trek VI. —ABV 
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